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TIPS FOR THE READING SECTION 

1. Don‘t expect to understand every word 

2. Don‘t start reading the text before looking at the questions 

3. Read the title of the passage very carefully, if given. Determine what clues it gives you 

about the passage. Use your general knowledge and experience of the world to form a 

picture about what the passage is all about. Look at the title and also the visuals, graph or 

map given to get some clue about the content. 

4. Try to gather a general idea about each separate paragraph. Try to find out whether they 

support the main idea as indicated by the title or whether they present a different point of 

view. 

5. Try to understand the writer‘s views  and opinion .This will help you to interpret, 

evaluate and analyze various parts of the given passage. 

6. Watch for keywords like causes, results, effects etc. Do not overlook signal words such 

as those suggesting controversy (e.g., versus, pros and cons), which indicate that the 

author is intending to present both sides of an argument. 

7. Concentrate on the main ideas and ignore details. Most passages require at least two 

readings. Before choosing the answer, check the questions again to be sure you have 

understood them. 

8. Get Better at Scanning - Scanning is a reading method that allows you to find information 

faster. When scanning, you no longer read everything word for word. You just move your 

eyes across the text smoothly in a wavelike motion. You don‘t stop to read details and 

you don‘t waste time with unnecessary information. This is a great method for 

understanding the main ideas of a text and for finding the information you‘ll want to read 

in more detail. 

Hope these ideas are helpful. Good luck! 
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PASSAGE I 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

The 'Underground Astronauts' in search of new human species 
By Sheena McKenzie, for CNN 

Updated 1401 GMT (2201 HKT) May 4, 2016 

(CNN)Hidden deep within the innards of a South African cave lay human evolution's equivalent 

of Tutankhamun's tomb. A treasure trove of 15 skeletons -- eight children, five adults and two 

adolescents -- all members of a previously unknown species of human ancestor. 

In the field of paleontology, uncovering just one complete skeleton has been likened to winning 

the lottery, but lying here were over 1,500 fossils amounting to multiple jackpots. This was the 

largest collection of homin remains -- part of the human lineage -- ever discovered on the 

continent. 

In 2013, American paleoanthropologist Lee Berger was tantalizingly close to finding them. But 

there was a catch. Separating Berger from this bounty of bones was a narrow passageway in the 

rock just 7 inches (18 centimeters) high, known as "Superman's Crawl." It was the only entrance 

and exit available to the fossils and would require superhuman powers to squeeze through it, 

particularly for a man of Berger's stature. The gap was roughly the width of a letterbox and was 

not really an option for Berger. But he found a way to get round it. 

Berger posted a job description on Facebook calling out for skinny cavers to join his team at the 

University of Witwatersrand in South Africa. In reality, being skinny was not enough, as the 

soon-to-be employees would need to hold their breath in order to wriggle through the constricted 

passage. To Berger's amazement, over 60 qualified applicants got in touch. In the end, he chose 

an all-female team of six. He called them his "Underground Astronauts". Together, they were 

about to bring home a baffling new addition to the human family tree.  

Berger had already firmly established himself in the field after discovering, in 2008, the fossils 

of yet another new species: Australopithecus sediba. Berger's nine-year-old son Matthew 

famously stumbled upon part of the skeleton -- "Dad I found a fossil!" -- while accompanying his 

father on a dig at the Malapa Nature Reserve, north of Johannesburg. 

 But it was his discovery of naledi that really set Berger's name in the paleoanthropology stone, 

as it were. Finding Sediba, some five years earlier, had cemented Berger's conviction that this 

area of South Africa had more treasures hidden beneath the surface. It had already been dubbed 

the "Cradle of Humankind" for its abundance of fossils discovered in the 20th century. 

Based on your reading of the passage, answer any four questions, out of the five given, by 

choosing the correct options.       (1x4)  

1. Why was the discovery described as a ‗treasure trove‘? 

A. Because it contained skeletons 

B. Because it was historical 

C. Because it uncovered the existence of a new species 

D. Because it was thousands of years old 

http://www.britannica.com/animal/hominin
http://profleeberger.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PhysAnth/posts/10151950417394414
https://www.wits.ac.za/
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2. What could have been the job description posted in the advertisement put up by Berger? 

A. Situation wanted 

B. Situation vacant 

C. Professionals wanted 

D.  Skinny Adventure seekers Wanted 

3. Name the place considered to be the ‗Cradle of Humankind‘? 

A. Africa 

B. South Africa 

C. Ethiopia 

D. North America 

4. How can the discovery be compared to the discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb? 

A. Both tombs had skeletons 

B. Both tombs had treasures 

C. Both were discovered by English Men 

D. Both were milestones in our understanding of the past 

 

5. Pick out the sentence which has the same meaning of ‗constricted‘ as used in the passage. 

A. Smoking constricts blood vessels 

B. These shoes are too small and they constrict my feet. 

C. The expectation of violence constricts our lives. 

D. A narrow, constricted life may be the result of poverty or lack of opportunity.  

6.What difficulty did Berger face with regard to the find? 

      7.From the passage, choose two qualities required of ―Underground Astronauts‘? 

      8. What was the task assigned to this team of ‗Underground Astronauts‘? 

9. What was the discovery Berger made in 2008?   

10.Why is the place described as ―cradle of civilization‖?  

https://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/03/health/homo-naledi-human-species-lee-berger/index.html 

ANSWER KEY  

PASSAGE I 

1. C. Because it uncovered the existence of a new species 

2. D. Skinny Adventure Seekers Wanted 

3. A. Africa 

4. D. Both were milestones in our understanding of the past 

5. A. Smoking constricts blood vessels  

6. The entrance of the cave was too narrow to reach. One had to squeeze in to get to the 

collection of fossils. 

7. Skinny, and ability to hold breath for some time.   

8. They had to wriggle into the cave and  bring out  the collection of fossils that would  

bring home a baffling new addition to the human family tree. 

9. Berger had discovered fossils of yet another new species: Australopithecus sediba in 

2008 

10. Fossils of many new species of mankind have been discovered there. 

https://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/03/health/homo-naledi-human-species-lee-berger/index.html
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PASSAGE 2 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow 

(Taken from The Model Millionaire by Oscar Wilde) 

1. Unless one is wealthy there is no use in being a charming fellow. Romance is 

the privilege of the rich, not the profession of the unemployed. The poor should 

be practical and prosaic. It is better to have a permanent income than to be 

fascinating. These are the great truths of modern life which Hughie Erskine 

never realised. Poor Hughie! Intellectually, we must admit, he was not of much 

importance. He never said a brilliant or even an ill-natured thing in his life. But 

then he was wonderfully good- looking, with his crisp brown hair, his clear-cut 

profile, and his grey eyes. He was as popular with men as he was with women, 

and he had every accomplishment except that of making money. His father had 

bequeathed him his cavalry sword, and a History of the Peninsular War in 

fifteen volumes. Hughie hung the first over his looking-glass, put the second on 

a shelf between Ruff's Guide and Bailey's Magazine, and lived on two hundred 

a year that an old aunt allowed him. He had tried everything. He had gone on 

the Stock Exchange for six months; but what was a butterfly to do among bulls 

and bears? He had been a tea-merchant for a little longer, but had soon tired of 

pekoe and souchong. Then he tried selling dry sherry. That did not answer; the 

sherry was a little too dry. Ultimately, he became nothing, a delightful, 

ineffectual young man with a perfect profile and no profession. 

 

2. To make matters worse, he was in love. The girl he loved was Laura Merton, 

the daughter of a retired Colonel who had lost his temper and his digestion in 

India, and had never found either of them again. Laura adored him, and he was 

ready to kiss her shoe-strings. They were the handsomest couple in London, 

and had not a penny-piece between them. The Colonel was very fond of 

Hughie, but would not hear of any engagement. 

 

3. ``Come to me, my boy, when you have got ten thousand pounds of your own, 

and we will see about it,' he used to say: and Hughie looked very glum on those 

days, and had to go to Laura for consolation. 

 

 

Based on your reading of the passage, answer any four questions, out of the five given, by 

choosing the correct options.            (1x4)  

1. According to the author, it would be of meaning if 

(a). you are moneyed and intelligent. 

(b). you are moneyed and charming. 
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(c). you are unemployed and charming. 

(d). you are a professional but unemployed. 

2. Hughie‗s Achilles‗ heel was 

(a). he did not know how to make money. 

(b). he was too good looking for the modern times. 

(c). he inherited nothing much from his father. 

(d). he was unpopular despite being charming. 

 

3.  Select ‗the great truths of modern times‘ that Hughie was oblivious of. 

(1). Poor should be practical and simple. 

(2). Romance is only for the affluent. 

(3). Being fascinating will be of no use for the unemployed. 

(4). No accomplishment matches making money.  

(a). 1, 2, 4 

(b). 1 & 2 

(c). 1, 2, 3, & 4 

(d). 1, 2 & 3 

 

4.  Hughie had an ___________ attitude towards what his father left for him  

 

5.  The expression ―what was a butterfly to do among bulls and bears‖   

implies that Hughie was ___________________ 

 

  Answer any four of the following questions briefly. 

 

6.  What did Hughie inherit from his father? 

7.  How did Hughie find his means of survival? 

8. What was the evidence for Hughie Erskine not being intelligent? 

9. Find words from the passage which mean the same as: 

a) Ordinary or unromantic (para 1) 

b) leave (property) to a person or other beneficiary by a will. 

 

Answers: 

1. (a) you are moneyed and intelligent. 

2. (a) he did not know how to make money. 

3. (c) 1, 2, 3, & 4 
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4. indifferent 

5. Hughie was a misfit in the share market. 

6. Hughie inherited his father‘s cavalry sword, and a History of the Peninsular War in fifteen 

volumes.  

7. His aunt paid him two hundred pounds per year. 

8. The evidence of Hughie Erskine not being intelligent was that he never said an ill-humoured 

or sensible thing. 

9. (a) prosaic 

    (b) bequeath  

 

PASSAGE 3 

 

      Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 
In business, the value of having a mentor is well established. Many companies also have 

internal mentorship programs so that young professionals in the company can learn from the 

veterans in their midst. 

 

Despite this acceptance of the necessity of mentorship, creative mentorship is far harder to 

come by, than seems possible. Though India has had a long history of such mentoring, 

through the Guru-shishya parampara prevalent in the arts and crafts learning system,the 

dynamics of the system is heavily dependent on the whims of the Guru or mentor.These 

people have ranged from strict disciplinarians demanding complete subservience to others 

who are lackadaisical and unmindful of their responsibilities. 

 

To give this ancient tradition a modern twist, the internationally famed watch making 

company Rolex has initiated the Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts Intransitive. The Geneva 

based firm seeks out gifted young artists from around the world and brings them together 

with established mentors and maestro in their field, for a year of creative mentoring and 

collaboration on a one to one basis. So far two mentors have been chosen to guide potential 

talent among the youth. The Internationally renowned Sculptor Anish Kapoor and filmmaker 

Mira Nair are the two Indians who are currently directing youngsters in their chosen fields. 

 

The proteges for this scheme are selected by International nominating companies and many 

of the duos for this Programme do not even come from the same Continent, or have a 

common Language. This year's programme which culminated in Mexico City included the 

Swiss Architect Peter Zumthor and a young Paraguan, Gloria Cabral. 

 

When asked about a mentor, Gloria said that a good mentor was someone who not only 

provided academic knowledge but also guided and inspired a person to something 
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new. Recipients from the previous years too expressed similar thoughts. Israeli director Tom 

Shoval, said he had never even dreamt of getting a chance to work with Oscar Award 

winning Director of "Birdman", Alejandro Gonzales Inarrittu. He recalls how his mentor 

took him to the Canadian Rockies to see first hand the reality process behind his new film, 

"The Revenant". 

 

According to the company the aim behind starting such a project was to fill the vacuum that 

exists in philanthropy. Making it global and ensuring that the initiative was not confined to 

one form of art, the company has been able to serve the arts through many disciplines. Also 

such initiatives exerted interaction between various artistic disciplines by encouraging 

various artists to interact between artistic disciplines. 

 

Having selected the maestro, a global search is now under way to find suitable protege for 

them. Each mentor is also given the opportunity to suggest his nominee from among a list of 

finalists made by the organizers. Once chosen, every protege is given a grant of 25,000 

Swiss francs during the mentoring year. In addition, he or she is also given funds for 

travelling and other major expenses. Thus the new initiative has become an exciting way of 

connecting between the talented youth and the seasoned practitioner through an interactive 

platform. 

 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage answer the following questions with 

the help of the given options: 

 

A). Companies have internal mentorship programmers 

 

1) So that young professionals can learn from veterans 

2) As the company has a fair mix of talent 

3) To propagate their Philadelphia tropical programme 

4) To link with the rest of the World 

B). The global search is now under way 

1) To find placements for the young 

2) To find Protégé 

3) Locate projects to engage the young 

4) Advertise their watches 

 

C). Which of the following statements is true in the context of the passage? 

1) The Dynamics of mentoring does not depend on the whims and fancies of the 

mentor 

2) Protege Arts Intransitive is a U.S based firm. 

3) Many of the duos come from the same Continent and speak the same language. 

4) Anish Kapoor and Mira Nair are the two Indian Mentors. 
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D). What is the relationship between(a)and(b)? 

a). The Value of having a mentor is well established in business 

b). Many companies have internal mentorship programmes 

1) (a)is the cause of(b) 

2) (b)is the cause of(a) 

3) (a)is the reason for which(b)is not true 

4) (b)is not the cause of(a) 

 

E). Answer the following questions briefly. 

1) What has been characteristic of Indian gurus? 

2) What was the aim behind starting such a project? 

3) Who is a good mentor in Gloria‘s opinion? 

 

F). Find words from the Passage which mean the same as: 

a). A great Performer 

b). Not showing enough care 

 

Answer KEY 

 

A. 1.so that young professionals can learn from veterans 

B. 2.To find Protege 

 

C. 4.Anish Kapoor and Mira Nair 

D. 1.(a)is the cause of(b) 

E. 1.Indian gurus have ranged from strict discipline arians to those who are lackadaisical 

and irresponsible. 

.2. The aim was to make it global and ensuring that it was not confined to one form 

of art alone. 

3. A good mentor was someone who not only provided academic knowledge but also 

guided and inspired a person to something new. 

F. a).  maestro     

b). lackadaisical 

READING PASSAGE 4 

I. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

In 2014, film-maker Christopher Nolan approached DNEG, one of Hollywood‘s leading VFX 

companies, with a specific demand: He wanted his viewers to experience a journey through a 

black hole. There was no scientific evidence for what this would be like, since no one had ever 

done it. Therefore, Namit Malhotra, Chief Executive Officer of DNEG, consulted with 

astrophysicist Kip Thorne, who gave a formula for rendering what a black hole would look like 
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when light passed through it. Namit‘s R&D, technology and creative teams went to work. They 

transformed that scientific formula into stunning imagery, the kind the world had never seen 

before. The resulting film, Interstellar (2014), won DNEG its second Oscar for best visual effects 

(after Inception in 2011). 

―More than winning the Oscar, where it goes two steps beyond is that our work has been 

published in scientific journals‖, says Namit. For a man who started his career with an Apple 

computer in his father‘s Andheri garage, Namit has come a long way. Currently, his company 

employs 8,000 professionals in 16 cities across four continents. DNEG has won Oscars in the 

visual effects category for six films- Inception, Interstellar, Ex Machina (2015), Blade Runner 

2049 (2017), First Man (2018) and Tenet (2020). It is involved in more than 100 films a year. 

Just last month, four of its big-budget films released- No Time to Die, Venom 2, Ron‘s Gone 

Wrong and Dune. 

Coming from a film background- he is the son of Bollywood film producer Naresh Malhotra and 

grandson of cinematographer M.N. Malhotra- Namit always knew he wanted to be in the 

entertainment business. Initially, his ambition was to become a filmmaker, but a paucity of funds 

soon put an end to that dream. In 1995, Namit enrolled in a computer graphics school. He later 

recruited three of his teachers at the school as co-founders of the editing studio, Video 

Workshop. In 1997, he merged Video Workshop with his father‘s Video Works to create Prime 

Focus, which is today the parent company of DNEG. (Prime Focus‘s creative services 

subsidiary, Prime Focus World, acquired DNEG in 2014.) 

―People are wowed by the fact that we have won six Oscars‖, says Namit. ―But that is not the 

‗wow‘ part. The ‗wow‘ part is that I could set up my company with 50 kids who knew next to 

nothing. I was 18 years old, did not go to any big college and was not an engineer or a 

filmmaker. I had no professional experience. The first 45 people we hired were all like us, with 

no skills or experience. It became a joke in our industry.‘Oh you don‘t have any experience? Go  

to Prime Focus,‘ they said. We were bringing fresh talent and literally teaching them from 

scratch. Children of chaiwallahs and paanwallahs were becoming editors and animators with us. 

We transformed the ecosystem.‖ He recalls how, as a kid, he loved sports cars. Now that he can 

afford them, it is not a matter of envy. ―My attitude is, if I can have it, anyone can.‖ 

Between 1997 and 2005, Prime Focus grew potentially, increasing its revenues fromRs. 35 lakhs 

to Rs.30 crore. The company entered the US market during the writer‘s strike there in 2007. 

Then came the Lehman crisis in September 2008. The investors started giving up on the 

company and stock price fell. That is when Avatar turned the tables, both for Hollywood and for 

Namit, in 2009. Inspired by Prime Focus‘s work on Avatar, Warner Bros approached the 

company to convert Clash of the Titans (2010) to 3D. While most of the visual effects companies 

Warner Bros approached said they could do it in eight months, Namit promised to do it in eight 

weeks, and promptly delivered. This launched Prim Focus into the big league, and projects- Star 

Wars, Transformers, Harry Potter- followed one after the other. 

It was,   however, an absolute struggle in the beginning. ―We were more  raw than any startup in 

the world‖, he says. ―There were real challenges and concerns. That‘s why I moved bag and 

baggage to Los Angeles with my wife and children. I wanted [people in Hollywood] to realize 

that I am invested in their ecosystem‖. 

Namit‘s  favourite person in Hollywood has to be Nolan, with whom he has had the most fruitful 

collaboration. DNEG has won Oscars for its work on three of Nolan‘s movies- Inception, 
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Interstellar and Tenet.‖Nolan and I have had some very engaging conversations, sharing our 

passion for films,‖ says Namit.  ( Source: THE WEEK) 

On the basis of your reading of the above passage answer the following questions 

briefly: 

      I.     

a. For how many films did DNEG win Oscars ? 

b. Say whether the following statement is true or false: 

Namit comes from a film background 

c. What is the relationship between (i) and (ii) 

i. The movie ‗Avatar‘ became a superhit. 

ii. Warner Bros  approached the ompany Prime Focus 

d. Find words from the passage which mean the same as : 

i. less than enough of something 

ii. to start something new or to show something for the first time 

  II.  

a. Why did Namit Malhotra consult astrophysicist Kip Thorne ? 

b. What helped Namit to fulfil Nolan‘s demand ? 

c. How do you know that Namit started from scratch ? 

d. ―Oh, you don‘t have any experience?  Go to Prime Focus.‖ What does this remark        

indicate? 

e. How does visual effects help a movie ? 

 

Answer Key 

I.  

a. six 

b. true 

c. (i) is the cause of ( ii) 

d. i. paucity 

ii. launch 

II. 

a. There was no scientific evidence for what a journey  through  a black hole would be 

like 

b. The formula that Kip  Thorne gave for rendering what a black hole would look like 

when light passed through it. 

c. He did set up his company with 50 kids who knew next to nothing. 

d. They were treated in a derogatory way by the rest of the   industry 

e. Visual effects make  story telling more seamless 
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READING PASSAGE 5 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Glaucoma is a condition in which there is damage to the optic nerve that carries light impulses to 

the brain, allowing us to see. This may be associated with increased pressure within the eye or 

even with normal pressure. 

Glaucoma is of public health importance globally because it is the third leading cause of 

blindness, after cataract and uncorrected refractive error. In India, there are an estimated 1.1 

crore people living with glaucoma. The prevalence of glaucoma increases with age. The burden 

of the disease and therefore also of visual impairment and blindness tends to increase with age. 

According to the Central India Eye and Medical Study, the prevalence of glaucoma was found to 

be 3.45 per cent over the age of 40, 5.11 per cent over the age of 50 and 7.50 per cent over the 

age of 60. With increasing life expectancy, we expect the number of people with glaucoma and 

glaucoma-related blindness to increase in India. 

One of the great challenges is the lack of diagnosis-not more than 10 per cent of patients have 

been diagnosed with glaucoma. The vast majority remains undiagnosed, unaware and untreated. 

Based on demographics, we can assume the 70 per cent of patients live in rural areas, where lack 

of accessibility to proper care results in a very small percentage of patients being diagnosed and 

treated on time. 

There are two main types of glaucoma- primary open-angle glaucoma and primary angle-closure 

glaucoma. The first one is characterized by a silent, slow course and by typical changes in the 

optic disc affecting the visual fields. It is asymptomatic, so the patient may not know that he/she 

has glaucoma. Therefore, it is important that all patients over 40 years have regular eye 

examinations Primary angle-closure glaucoma is characterized by significantly elevated 

intraocular pressure and, if undetected and untreated, can lead to rapid loss of vision. 

The diagnosis of glaucoma has improved a great deal because of modern clinical skills and 

instruments. This means that once a patient consults an ophthalmologist, there is a high 

possibility that the disease is  detected at a very early stage, which helps in early initiation of 

treatment and a slowing down of the disease‘s progress. 

Glaucoma may be treated using prescribed eye drops. There are several options available to help 

lower intraocular pressure. Many of these medications can be used in combination, so specialists 

may recommend up to three eye drops to enable more efficient lowering of intraocular pressure 

to the desired level .Some of the drops need to be used only once a day and others twice a day. It 

is of utmost importance to use the drops regularly. Most of the drops are now manufactured in 

India and are easily available. The challenge sometimes is affordability, but this should get better 

as public health care facilities start providing these medicines at a more affordable price. 

Laser treatment can also help to treat glaucoma and lower eye pressure. It can be used for both 

types of glaucoma. Glaucoma surgery is commonly done for patients in whom the eye pressure 

cannot be lowered by drops. The introduction of newer surgical implant devices has also enabled 

better control of intraocular pressure. 

Affordability and accessibility are the key barriers to glaucoma care. Even as we talk about 

creating affordable health care solutions in technology, medicine and health care infrastructure 

and delivery, there are significant challenges to achieve this. Expensive technology enables early 
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detection of glaucoma. Less expensive technology is used to detect moderate to severe 

glaucoma. Government initiatives in providing medications at lower price points is a significant 

enabler. Surgical therapy continues to be a major area which needs to be tackled.  ( Source: THE 

WEEK – health) 

On the basis of your reading of the above passage answer the following questions briefly: 

I. 

a. Which type of glaucoma causes rapid loss of vision ? 

b. Which age group of patients is advised to have regular  eye examination ? 

c. Fill in the blanks: 

Affordability and accessibility are the key ------------- to glaucoma care. 

d. Find a word from the passage which mean the same as: 

i. implanted in, occurring in, or administered by entering the eyeball 

ii. deterioration in the functioning of a body part or organ 

 

II.  

a. Why do we find maximum glaucoma patients in rural areas? 

b. How can the progress of glaucoma be slowed down? 

c. When is Glaucoma surgery required for a patient? 

d. ‖ Many of these medications can be used in combinations‖. What do you mean by 

this? 

e. Which part of the eye is damaged due to glaucoma? 

 

Answer key 

I. 

a. primary angle-closure glaucoma 

b. All patients over 40 years 

c. barriers 

d. i. intraocular 

ii. Impairment 

II. 

1. Due to lack of accessibility to proper care, only a small percentage are diagnosed 

and treated on time. 

2. Through early detection and initiation of treatment 

3. When the eye –pressure cannot be lowered by drops , Glaucoma surgery is done. 

4. To enable more efficient lowering of intraocular pressure to the desired level, 

specialists recommend up to three eye drops .Some of the drops need to be used 

only once a day and others twice a day. 

5. The optic nerve that carries  light impulses to the brain. 
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CASE BASED PASSAGES 

  

TIPS TO TACKLE CASE-BASED READING PASSAGE 

 

1. Case Based factual passage is based on visual input such as statistical data, chart etc. 

2. It tests a student's ability to analyse, compare, contrast and interpret data. 

3. Read the passage carefully after going through the questions once. In the first reading try 

to find the context of the passage, understand the central idea and look for the supporting 

details  

In the second reading, carefully observe all the given information in the passage as well 

as the chart/graph. 

4. Ask questions to yourself about what you read and also find answers for the same. 

5. Try to apply your prior knowledge and logical common sense. This provides a framework 

for any new information you gather from the passage 

6. In order not to regret wasting precious time on petty speculations, read every question 

meticulously and then answer it. [More often than not, the answer to the question is 

hidden in plain sight but the barrier of jargon and sentences leads you in a different 

direction.] 

7. Take advantage of the illustrations/ visual text as well. Look for each minute detail.  The 

main features of the graph, table etc must be keenly observed before arriving at the 

correct option. There will be hidden traps. A reckless answer will cost 1 mark.  

8. The first answer may be a good answer but it may not be the right answer. Arrive at the 

answer by eliminating 3 wrong ones. Ask yourself – Why this? Why not others? 

9. Word skills aim at inferring different meanings of the words as used in the passage 

10. Think, Reflect, Analyse, and Respond 

Cracking this section requires consistent effort, motivation and most importantly, a whole 

lot of practice. Keep on practising. 

Hope these ideas are helpful. Good luck! 
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CASE STUDY PASSAGE I 

Read the following passage 
  

  

  

 https://www.dw.com/ 

During the coronavirus crisis, children have been seen as potential virus carriers or obstacles to 

parents working from home. But some little ones will suffer the most during this time. 

"Mama, when is this corona gonna be over?" my 8-year-old asked the other day. He would love 

to go to the football field with his friends again. Well, unfortunately, Mama has no idea. 

Being a parent wasn't an easy job even in pre-coronavirus times. Just creating and maintaining 

the structure that makes family life possible in the first place is hard work. 
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Suddenly, everyone is on top of each other. Overstretched parents have to work, teach their 

children and also comfort and reassure their kids, despite their own existential concerns. 

Unachievable demands, especially for single parents. 

Children under the radar 

"The abrupt closure of facilities and the lack of contact with friends and educators for weeks on 

end means a misunderstood and possibly traumatic loss of important attachment figures," the 

German Academy for Child and Youth Medicine said in a statement. 

However, to date the political debate has hardly focused on the needs of children, aside from 

their performance in school.  

"Children and adolescents have not been seen as persons with equal rights in previous decision-

making processes, but rather as potential virus carriers," said the German Academy for Child and 

Youth Medicine. For children from difficult family backgrounds, this circumstance can be not 

only unjust but fatal. 

Unheard calls for help 

Anna Wilden is worried. The social worker works in the Family Support Service — an 

outpatient, family help department of a children's home. She looks after families who turn to the 

Youth Welfare Office for help, which then sends families' cases to organizations like her 

children's home. 

Wilden usually visits her clients in person. Since contact restrictions came into force, everything 

is now done over the phone — and that can be very one-dimensional. 

"I no longer see facial expressions or posture," she explained. The subtext can often be lost — 

information that could be vital for social workers to know. 

"If we suspect child endangerment, we naturally go to visit families," said Wilden. However, she 

said that since day care centers are closed, fewer and fewer reports of suspected child 

endangerment have been received by Child Welfare Services. 

  

Based on your reading of the passage, answer any three questions, out of the four   given, 

by choosing the correct options.            ( 1x3) 

1. What aspect of life did majority of kids long for when they had to remain indoors during 

Corona times, according to the data given? 

A. happy family 

B.  teachers 

C. friends 

D. games 

2. How were children and adolescents perceived by the adult world during Covid era? 

A. decision makers 

B. potential virus carriers 
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C. responsible individuals 

D. irresponsible citizens 

3. From the data given, what is the percentage of children who are lonely and scared?  

A. 20% 

B. 38% 

C. 13% 

D. 7% 

4. Why does the speaker‘s son wish Corona to be over? 

A. To go to school 

B. To play football 

C. To attend party 

D. To go to park 

  

       Based on your reading of the passage answer questions by choosing the correct options.  

       

5. What reasons does the writer say, that made parenting challenging during coronavirus 

times? 

6. According to the speaker, how has Covid adversely affected the little ones at home? 

7. Why was Anna Wilden concerned about not meeting her clients? 

8. What reason does the speaker cite for fewer cases of child endangerment?  

https://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/03/health/homo-naledi-human-species-lee-berger/index.html 

 

PASSAGE I 

ANSWER KEY 

1. C. friends 

2. B. potential virus carriers   

3. A.20% 

4. B. To play football 

5. Overstretched parents have to work, teach their children and also comfort and reassure 

their kids, despite their own existential concerns 

6. The abrupt closure of facilities and the lack of contact with friends and educators for 

weeks on end means a misunderstood and possibly traumatic loss of important 

attachment for kids at home. 

7.  Anna Wilden can no longer see facial expressions or posture which provides information 

that could be vital for social workers to know. 

https://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/03/health/homo-naledi-human-species-lee-berger/index.html
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8. Covid forced closure of care centres resulting in fewer and fewer reports of suspected 

child endangerment. 

Case Study Passage 2 

School enrolment fell during pandemic: Annual Status of Education Report 

( Published in The Hindu on 17th November 2021) 

The percentage of rural children who were not enrolled in school doubled during the pandemic, 

with Government schools seeing an increase in enrolment at the expense of private schools, 

according to the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2021. Over a third of children 

enrolled in Classes 1 and 2 have never attended school in person. 

However, enrolment does not necessarily mean that learning took place. In a survey of over 

76,000 households with children aged six to 14, ASER found that while 92% of children had 

textbooks for their grade, only a third had access to any other learning resources or support. With 

smartphone availability and access limited, online learning was restricted to a quarter of students, 

though there were major differences in the experience of students from different States. For 

instance, 91% of students from Kerala and almost 80% from Himachal Pradesh had online 

education, but only 10% from Bihar and 13% from West Bengal. 

 

Phone survey 
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Due to the pandemic, ASER‘s 16th annual report was based on a phone survey assessing 

enrolment in schools and tuition classes, and access to devices and learning resources, rather than 

the organisation‘s usual face-to-face survey which assesses learning outcomes and children‘s 

competencies in reading and arithmetic skills. In 2018, only 2.5% of children were not enrolled 

in school. 

Major shift 

In both the 2020 and 2021 surveys, that figure had jumped to 4.6%. Government school 

enrolment spiked significantly from 64.3% in 2018 to 70.3% in 2021, while private school 

enrollment dropped from 32.5% to 24.4% over the same period. ―The shift to government school 

enrolment could be a result of financial distress, the closure of affordable private schools and the 

movement of migrants to rural areas,‖ said ASER Centre director Wilima Wadhwa. 

―Although it is not clear if this is a permanent phenomenon or will be reversed post the 

pandemic, it is important to ensure that government schools and teachers are equipped and given 

the necessary resources for this surge in enrolment,‖ she added. 

This is particularly true for Class 1 and 2 students, as 37% of those enrolled in government 

schools have never even stepped into a physical classroom before. ―The habit of going to school, 

sitting in a classroom, and teaching in a classroom has been disrupted significantly. We need to 

ask if this disruption can be repaired simply by reopening schools,‖ said Madhav Chavan, 

president of Pratham, the educational NGO which is the parent organisation of ASER, 

emphasising that a ―business as usual‖ approach could not be imposed. 

Tuition classes 

During the pandemic, almost 40% of students took tuition classes, as many parents struggled to 

provide the learning support students were not receiving from closed schools. Although textbook 

distribution was a success story in most States, with 92% of students having the texts for their 

grade level, many students did not receive much else. Just over a third of students enrolled in 

closed government schools in 2021 received worksheets, phone messages or any other sort of 

learning activities or materials in the week of the survey. 

Smartphone access was a challenge in the delivery of online education. Although availability 

almost doubled to 68%, only a quarter of children even in homes with smartphones were able to 

access it whenever needed. In smartphone owning households, 26% of children had no access to 

the device at all, while 47% had only occasional access. ―Going forward, there is a need for 
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device libraries, so all children can have access to needed devices,‖ said Rukmini Banerji, 

Pratham CEO. 

About a quarter of children had access to some form of online education, whether content shared 

through WhatsApp or live classes, while over 20% listened to lessons broadcast on television 

and radio. About 65% of students did some type of traditional learning activity during the week 

of the survey, with engagement ranging from 44% in Jharkhand to almost 90% in Kerala. 

―As students return to school, it is important to start by assessing where they are, rather than 

teaching from where the curriculum thinks they should be. Teachers must be given the tools and 

agency to carry out such an assessment, so that no child is left stranded,‖ said Dr. Wadhwa. 

Based on your understanding of the passage answer the following questions by 

choosing the correct option 

1. The pandemic has affected school education in  __________ areas more and has had a 

___________ in the education system of the country.  

a). Urban , positive impact 

b). Rural, positive impact 

c). Urban, negative impact 

d). Rural, negative impact 

2. Name the only state where more than 80% of the enrolled students did online learning 

activities at home in 2021 in rural areas. 

a). Himachal Pradesh 

b). Kerala 

c). Nagaland 

d). Maharashtra 

3. Statement 1 : ASER found that while 92% of children had textbooks for their grade, only 

a third had access to any other learning resources or support. 

Statement 2: Non-availability of smartphones and limited access to networks have 

disrupted efficient online learning . 

a). Both the statements are true. Statement 2 is the reason for statement 1. 

b). Both the statements are false 

c). Statement 1 is a fact whereas Statement 2 is hypothetical. 

d). Statement 1 and 2 are hypothetical. 
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4. In future opening ____________ will help all children in rural areas to have access to 

devices as and when they need it. 

a). Tuition classes 

b). Smart phones 

c). Device libraries 

d). Government school 

Answer the following questions in one or two sentences. 

5. What could be the reasons for the spike in enrolment in Government schools? 

6. What used to be the assessment tools and strategies of ASER before the pandemic? 

7. What do you mean by a ―business as usual‖ approach? 

8. How can we ensure that no child is left stranded in the process of learning, according to Dr. 

Wadhwa ? 

Answers  

VSA 

Q1 d) Rural, negative impact 

Q2 b) Kerala 

Q3 a) Both the statements are true. Statement 2 is the reason for statement 1 

Q4 c) Device libraries 

SA 

Q5 -  The shift to government school enrolment could be a result of financial distress, the closure 

of affordable private schools and the movement of migrants to rural areas. 

Q6 - ASER used to have a face-to-face survey which assesses learning outcomes and children‘s 

competencies in reading and arithmetic skills. 

Q7. ―Business as usual‖ approach means an ongoing and unchanging state of affairs.  

Q8 .We can ensure that no child is left stranded in the process of learning by devising proper 

assessment strategies to find where the children are, rather than teaching from where the 

curriculum thinks they should be. Teachers should be equipped with the tools and agency to 

carry out such an assessment, says Dr.Wadhwa. 
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CASE STUDY PASSAGE 3  

 

(Case Study) 
 

The idea that coffee is bad for the heart pops up periodically. It was found that regularly drinking very 

strong coffee could sharply increase cholesterol levels. Researchers find that isolated fat like chemicals, 

cafestol and kahweol are responsible for the rise. 

It turned out that the European brewing method- boiling water sits on the coffee grounds for several 

minutes before straining- produces high concentrations of cafestol and kahweol. By contrast, the filter and 

percolation methods remove all but a trace of these chemicals. Moreover, the studies involved large 

amounts of coffee-5-6 cups a day. Research also shows that regular moderate coffee drinking does not 

dangerously raise blood pressure. 

―For heart disease, I think, the issue is closed.‖ -says Meir Stampfer an epidemiologist at Harward who 

has studied many aspects of coffee and health. ―Coffee drinking at reasonable levels is unrelated to heart 

risk.‖ Evidence suggests that coffee may help fend off Parkinson‘s disease. 

Scientists at Massachusetts general hospital, USA, found indirect evidence that caffeine may actually 

combat Parkinson‘s. The caffeine seemed to protect mice brain cells from depletion of the nerve chemical 

dopamine- the problem underlying Parkinson‘s in humans. However, these are preliminary findings, 

human studies have not consistently supported caffeines protective role. 

  
The studies on coffee and cancer are also reassuring. You may remember a brief coffee scare in the early 

1980‘s when a single study linked coffee with pancreatic cancer. Many studies since then have shown that 

the association is either extremely weak or non-existent. If there is a connection between coffee and 

bladder cancer, it possibly just applies to coffee junkies. Studies show that coffee seems to have no 

adverse influence on the risk of colon cancer. 

Caffeine is such a powerful stimulant that the international Olympic committee and the National 

Collegiate Athletic Association set limits on how much can remain in the blood during competition. In 

addition to boosting physical endurance, caffeine increases alertness and improves mood. The buzz come 

at a price though. 

People who drink more than they are used to may become restless and unable to sleep. 

The question now arises; how much to drink? For most people, however, there is virtually no risk in 

consuming upto 3 normal cups a day. For healthy adults, the FDA has cited 400 mg a day- that's about 4 or 

5 cups of coffee- as an amount not generally associated with dangerous negative effects. The FDA has not 

set consumption of caffeine by children and adolescents. 

 

The amount of caffeine included in some common food and beverages are 

 

 

 

  
  

  

  

Based on your understanding of the passage answer any 4 out of the 6 questions by choosing the 

correct option 

1. Select the correct inference with reference to the following 
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― for heart disease, I think, the issue is closed,‖ says Meir Stampfer 

a. Considerable research had been done to set a relationship between      coffee and heart issues 

b. No link was found between coffee and heart issues 

c. Heart issues are not the central concern for researches related to coffee 

d. Heart diseases and coffee seems to have no relation to each other 

2. The international Olympic Committee and The National Collegiate Athletic Association stand on 

the assumption that 

a. Drinking coffee is absolutely detrimental 

b. Drinking coffee may be consumed to a monitored extent 

c. Drinking coffee is favourable to the players in every way possible 

d. Showering on rival teams cups of coffee so that they become restless   and cannot sleep 

3. Based on the data given in the box above choose the option that lists the      statements that are true with 

respect to the amount of caffeine in food. 

1. An 8-ounce cup of tea has more caffeine than an 8-ounce cup of coffee 

2. An energy drink like red bull has about 70-150 mg of caffeine 

3. A 12-ounce can of cola has less caffeine than an 8-ounce cup of coffee 

4. A latte at Starbucks has about 14-60 mg of caffeine 

a. 2 & 3 

b. 1 & 3 

c. 2 & 4 

d. 1 & 4 

4. Select the appropriate counter argument to the given argument 

Argument : Coffee is related to cancer 

a. No research is able to establish a link between coffee and cancer 

b. Coffee does not produce any element that is related to cancer 

c. The scare talked off is baseless and there is no proof of such a relation 

d. Only coffee junkies are prone to cancer 

5. Choose the option that lists the statements that are not true with respect to coffee intake in human 

beings 

a. The premise that coffee helps fend off Parkinson‘s disease is still a disputable issue 

b. Some studies indicate that coffee has an adverse influence on the risk of  colon                                      cancer 

c. People who drink much more coffee than they are used to may have difficulty in sleeping 

d. Drinking coffee at reasonable levels does not leads to heart diseases 

 

 

6. Select the option that displays the correct cause-effect relationship. 

  

 
(a) 

Cause Effect 

Drinking coffee Sleep 

  

  

  
  

 
(b) 

Cause Effect 

Drinking coffee Pleasant behaviour 

  

  
  

 Cause Effect 
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(c) 
Drinking coffee Cognitive functioning 

  

  
  

 
(a) 

Cause Effect 

Drinking coffee Anxiety 

  
Answer the following in one or two sentences 

7. How can we combat Parkinson‘s disease through coffee intake? 

8. How does the filter and percolation methods of brewing coffee help the intake of coffee? 

  
ANSWER KEY 

 1. B 2. B 3. A 4. A 5. B 6. C 

7. Nothing conclusive can be said hence a blanket ban. 

8. Leaves some residues of these harmful chemicals. 

NOTICE 

A notice is a formal written announcement about an event which is going to take place. It 

is written in order to inform a large number of people about something that has happened 

or is about to happen. 

MARKING SCHEME: 5 Marks 

Format :1-mark      Content:2marks          Organisation of ideas:1 mark      

Accuracy:1mark 

FORMAT 

 Name of the institution 

 Notice 

 Title/Heading 

 Date of writing the notice 

 Body of the notice 

 Concluding line: For further details, contact the undersigned 

  Issuing authority‘s name and designation. 

CONTENT VALUE POINTS: 

 What is going to be organized 

 Where is it organized 
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 When is it going to be organized? 

 Who is going to organize? 

 How is it organized 

 Why is it organized 
 

 

EXPRESSION 

 

This relates to the overall organization and relevance of the content as well as 

grammatical accuracy and fluency. 

   {Grammatical accuracy & Spelling + Coherence & Style}              

   

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

 Use future tense of the verb 

 Write a notice in third person (avoid I, We, Our etc.) 

 In the case of competition: Include title, date, venue, eligibility, last date of 

submission of names 

 In the case of field trips/picnic: Include destination, duration, 

cost per head, food and accommodation/boarding and lodging facilities 

            - In the case of meetings: Include agenda, date, time, venue, 
              chief guest etc. (The agenda notice includes the detailed list of items or scheme of 
the   

                meeting or the programme) 

 

 Notice has to be not more than 50 words. 

 

  Always write a notice inside a box 

 

    NOTE: 

 

A Notice is primarily meant to inform a large number of people, It is similar to a 

circular, but the major difference is that the A Circular reaches through a messenger 

while a notice is displayed either on a notice board or in a newspaper column. 

  

                                             

1.The Cultural Secretary of Alpha Senior Secondary School has written the following 

notice urging students of VIII to XI to participate in the Cultural programmme being held 

in the school on 5th November 2021 at 11 am in the school auditorium on the occasion of 

Foundation Day. Read the notice and fill in the gaps 
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                                                                       ……………………… 

                                                                         ……………………… 

20 August 2022 

                                                                        ……………………….. 

 

…………………………. the students of VIII to XI about the Cultural Festival which is 

going to be held on 5th November 2021 in the School Auditorium at 11 am on the occasion 

of Foundation Day. Those who are interested to participate are requested to contact the 

music teacher Mr. Subham, tomorrow. 

   

For more details, contact the undersigned.  

  

  Saran  

  Cultural Secretary 

 

 

Questions for practice 

 

1. Water supply will be suspended for eight hours (10 am to 6 pm) on 6th of March for 

cleaning of the water tank. Write a notice in about 50 words advising the residents to store 

water for a day. You are Karan Kumar/Karuna Bajaj, Secretary, Janata Group Housing 

Society, Palam Vihar, Kurnool. 

 

2.While walking in a park in your neighbourhood you found a small plastic bag containing 

some documents and cash. Write a notice in about 50 words to be put on the park notice 

board asking the owner to identify and collect it from you. You are Amar/Amrita 

9399123456. 

 

3.As Sports Secretary of G.D.G. Public School, Pune, draft a notice in not more than 50 

words for your school notice board informing the students about the sale of old sports 

goods of your school. You are Rohini/Rohit. 

4. You are Srinivas / Srinidhi of D.P. Public School, Nagpur. As Student Editor of your 

school magazine, draft a notice in not more than 50 words for your school notice board 

inviting articles and sketches from students of all classes. 

5. You are Smitha/Sunil, Secretary AVM Housing Society. You are going to organize a blood 

donation camp. Write a notice in not more than 50 words, urging the members of your society to 

come in large numbers for this noble cause. Invent all the necessary details. 
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INFORMAL INVITATIONS 
Main Characteristics: 

 

Informal invitations follow the pattern of ordinary personal letters. These   letters are written to 

relatives, friends and acquaintances. 

 

 It is written in the first person (I/We) 

 

 The sender's address is written as usual but the receiver's address is not mentioned. 

 

 The date of writing the invitation is given but it is not compulsory to write the year. 

 

 The salutation is 'Dear + name'. 

 

 The complimentary close is Yours lovingly/Yours affectionately 

 

 Various tenses of the verb are used unlike the formal invitation. 

 

 The invitation does not ask for a reply as in the formal invitation. However, it is polite to 

reply to the invitation 

 

 The vocabulary is less formal. 

 

Marking scheme: 5 Marks 

 Format          :1            

 Content         :2 

Organisation of ideas :1 

Accuracy:1      

 

SOLVED QUESTIONS 

Question 1: 

 

Rohit has successfully cleared CBSE-PMT. He wants to celebrate his admission to Shivaji 

Medical College, Nagpur by throwing a party to his friends. Write an informal invitation giving 

details of venue, time and date. Do not exceed 50 words. 

 

33/427 

Priya Nivas 

New Delhi 

 

15 July 20XX 

 

Dear Varun, 

I am extremely happy to inform you that I have secured 80th rank in the CBSE-PMT and have 

got admission in Shivaji College, Nagpur. To celebrate the occasion, I am throwing a party to my 

old friends at Hotel Kanishka at 9.00 p.m. on 23 July, 20XX. Please join us for the dinner  

Yours affectionately 

Rohit 

 

Question 2: 
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Write a letter to your friend inviting him to the house-warming ceremony of your newly 

constructed house. 

 

  Appu Vihar 

  MG Road 

  Kadavanthara 

 

20th December 2021 

 

Dear Vineet, 

 

I am extremely happy to invite you to the house-warming-ceremony of our newly constructed 

house at Kadavanthara on 31st December. The ceremony is at 10 a.m. followed by lunch at 1.00 

p.m. Kindly do join us on this auspicious day. Looking forward to see you in person. 

 

 Yours lovingly 

  Gokul 

 

Question 4: 
Your parents have completed 25 years of happy married life. Invite your aunt, living in 

Hyderabad, to join you in the Silver Jubilee celebration of their marriage at your residence. 

 

  Prathush Vihar 

  Athira Nagar 

  Palakkad 

 20th December 2021 

  Dear Aunt 

 

My parents, Sh. R.S. Ramesh and Smt. Parvathi will be completing 25 years, of their happy, 

prosperous and eventful married life next month. We are going to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of 

their married fife on 5th January, 2022. It will be a simple ceremony at10am. Only family 

members and close friends are invited. 

 

Do join us on this auspicious day. 

Yours affectionately 

Smriti  

 

                                                 INFORMAL REPLIES 

 

Reply to Informal Invitations: - 

 

It is an essential courtesy to reply to an invitation. The layout of a reply to an informal invitation 

is also informal, like the invitation. 

 

The reply is written in the first person. The salient points in the reply to an informal invitation 

are: - 

 

 acknowledging the invitation 

 Include date, time, venue 

 mention acceptance/ refusal (It is essential to give a reason for refusing an invitation.) 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

44 
 

 making use of warm and simple language. 

 

ACCEPTANCE 

 

Question 

 

1. You have been invited to an evening bash at the Narula‘s by Vibhu, your close friend to 

celebrate his selection in NDA. Respond to the invitation. You are Nitin of 56, Gautama 

Enclave, New Delhi-56. 

 

Answer: 

 

56, Gautama Enclave, 

New Delhi-56. 

10 May 2021 

Dear Vibhu, 

 

Thank you very much for your pleasant invitation. I‘ll join the evening bash at Narula‘s on 16th 

May at 6 p.m. 

 

With best wishes 

Nitin 

 

REFUSAL 

Question 

 

2. You are Aakash/Varsha. You have been invited to attend the wedding of your friend‘s sister 

during Winter break. Respond to the invitation, regretting your inability to attend it. 

 

3/22 

Preethi Vihar 

Thrissur 

20 December, 20XX 

 

Dear Neha, 

Thank you for your cordial invitation on the occasion of your sister‘s wedding. I, however, regret 

my inability to be with you on this happy occasion as we shall be leaving for Shimla on 23rd 

December. Do convey my regards and best wishes to the couple. 

 

Yours friend 

Aakash / Varsh 

 

 

 

 

Question 3: 

You are Manoj /Mini. You have been invited to attend a birthday party of your closest friend. 

Respond to this invitation. 

 

Acceptance 
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217 MIG Flat 

Surya Vihar, New Delhi 

 15 March, 20XX 

 

Dear Sruthi 

Received your invitation to your birthday party on 25 March, 20XX at 5 pm at Hotel Janpath. I 

am extremely happy to know that all our old friends are likely to be there. I would like to 

confirm my participation. Eagerly awaiting to meet everyone on the joyous occasion. 

 

 Your loving friend 

  Manoj/Mini 

 

Refusal 

 

Dear Sruthi, 

I acknowledge with thanks your kind invitation to your birthday party on the 25th March. I regret 

to inform you that I will not be able to join you in the celebrations due to some very urgent and 

unavoidable prior engagements that may keep me tied down here on that day. Wishing you a 

very happy birthday. 

 

 Your loving friend 

  Manoj/Mini 

 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

1. You are Ankit Verma. Your friend from Malaysia is in the hostel. Invite him to join 

Diwali Celebrations with you at your residence. 

 

2. You are Manoj. You are going on a picnic with a group of your classmates to Karna 

Lake, near Karnal. Write an informal invitation to your friend Mohit to join you on that 

day. 

 

3. Nikhil has come out successful in the I.I.T Entrance Examination.  He has decided to 

have a party for his friends. Write  an invitation giving details of venue, time and date. 

Do not exceed 50 words. 

 

4. You are Atul Gupta. You are opening a new branch of your business house NEW LIGHT 

FURNISHINGS at C-32, Ansal Plaza, Delhi. Write an invitation to your uncle to attend 

the inauguration ceremony and bless you.    

5. You are Akshya / Aakriti. You have been invited to participate in a seminar on 

‗Fundamental Rights of Children‘, organized by the Lions Club of your distinct. Respond 

to the invitation confirming your acceptance by writing a letter to the Secretary of the 

club. 

FORMAL INVITATIONS AND REPLIES 

Formal Invitations are written to invite guest(s) to a formal event like the celebration of a special 

occasion or day or programme. It can be classified as the following 

 Card-type invitation-usually meant for larger numbers of people. 

 Letter-type invitation-usually meant for VIPs or special guests. 
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On receiving an invitation, it is important to respond to the invitation as a courtesy to the host. 

This will help the host to make arrangements for the smooth conduct of the event. These can be 

classified as 

 Card-type reply-written in response to a card-type invite 

 Letter-type replies-written in response to a letter-type invite 

Marking Scheme 

 Format-1 mark                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 Content-2 marks 

 Organisation of ideas:1 mark 

 Accuracy:1 mark 

Word Limit: 50 words 

Card-type invitations 

 It is written in the third person and in the simple present tense. 

 Usually, it has only two sentences.  

 The first sentence announces the name of the host, the event and the time, date 

and venue.  

 The second sentence provides information about the Chief Guest.  

 In addition, the following features are also included. 

 RSVP (Répondez Si‟l Vous Plâit)-It is a French phrase that means Please Reply 

which provides the details of the person to contact to accept or decline the 

invitation.  

 A note may be added to provide any additional information.  

 A variety of fonts and font sizes may be used to make the design more appealing.  

 The invitation is to be enclosed in a box.  

Replies to Card-type invitations 

 It is written in the third person and in the simple present tense. 

 The date of reply is to be written on the top left corner. 

 The name of the sender, the host, and event and the time, date and venue are clearly 

mentioned.  

 Acceptance or refusal of the invitation has to be mentioned clearly.  

 The reply is to be enclosed in a box.  

 

 

Model Card Type Invitation-1 

 

 
The Students, Staff and Management of 

Chiranjiv Bharati School, Palam Vihar 
cordially invite you to the 

 

Institution 

Invitation phrase 
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Annual  Day Cel ebrat i ons  
to be held at 04:00 p.m. on the 1st of December, 2022 

in the school auditorium. 
 

Ms. Himani Yadav, the Superintendent of Police, Gurugram 

has kindly consented to be the Chief Guest.  
 

RSVP 
The Programme Coordinator, +91 55234 68254 

 
Kindly note: 

1. Guests are requested to be seated by 03:00 p.m. 
2. This card admits two. 
3. High tea will be served before the event. 
 

 

 

Reply Accepting the Invitation 

18th November, 2021 
 
Mrs. and Mr. Apte thank the students, the staff and management of Chiranjiv Bharati School for 
the invitation to their Annual Day Celebrations at 4.00 p.m. on 1st December, 2021 in the school 
auditorium.  
They are happy to accept the invitation and extend their felicitations.  

 

 

Reply Declining the Invitation 

18th November, 2021 
 
Mrs. and Mr. Apte thank the students, the staff and management of Chiranjiv Bharati School for 
the invitation to their Annual Day Celebrations at 4.00 p.m. on 1st December, 2021 in the school 
auditorium.  
They extend their felicitations. However, they regret their inability to attend the event due to a 
prior commitment.   

 

 

Model Card Type Invitation-2 

 
The Resident Welfare Association of  

DD Platinum Planet, Kathrikadavu 
cordially invite you to the 

 

New Year’s  Day Cel ebrat i ons  

Time, date and venue 

Chief Guest 

Contact person 

Notes 

Host 

Event, time, date and venue 

Statement of acceptance or regret. 
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to be held at 09.00 p.m. on the 31st of December, 2021 
in the Apartment Club House. 

 
Mr. Martin Joseph, eminent vocalist 

has kindly consented to be the Chief Guest. 
 

RSVP 
The Programme Coordinator, +91 55234 68254 

 
Kindly note: 

1. Guests are requested to be seated by 8.30 p.m. 
2. Entry by invitation only. 
3. Kindly keep your mobile phones switched off.  
 

 

Reply Accepting the Invitation 

18th December, 2021 
 
Ms. Shubhangi Sreekumar thanks the Resident Welfare Association for the invitation to the New 
Year’s Day Celebration to be held at 9.00 p.m. on 31st December, 2021 in the Apartment Club 
house.  
She is happy to accept the invitation and extends her best wishes.  

 

Reply Declining the Invitation 

18th December, 2021 
 
Ms. Shubhangi  Sreekumar thanks the Resident Welfare Association for the invitation to the New 
Year’s Day Celebration to be held at 9.00 p.m. on 31st December, 2021 in the Apartment Club 
house.  
She regrets her inability to attend the event owing to a prior commitment and extends her best 
wishes.  

 

Letter-type invitations 

 It is written in the format of a formal letter.  

 All the details of the event, the place, date and time are to be clearly mentioned. 

 It is addressed to a few special invitees. 

 

Replies to Letter -type invitations 

 It is also written in the format of a formal letter. 

 The name of the sender, the host, and event and the time, date and venue are clearly 

mentioned.  

 Express gratitude for the invitation and appreciation for the initiative. 

 Acceptance or refusal of the invitation has to be stated clearly. 
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Model Letter Type Invitations-1 

Blooms Reading Room 
14/55 E, Begumpet 
Telangana 
 
15th January, 2022 
 
Ms. Priya Kuriyan 
14, Castle Rock Towers 
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 
 

Subject: Invitation as Chief Guest to Literary Fest, 2022 
 
Madam 
Blooms Reading Room is organizing a Children’s Literary Fest on 21st February, 2022 at 
7.00 PM at Tagore Exhibition Grounds, Banjara Hills. It would be a matter of great pride 
for all of us at Bloom Reading Room if you could attend the programme as the Chief 
Guest. A tentative schedule of the programme is attached for your perusal.  
 
Thank you  
 
Yours faithfully 
RK Dhawan 
President 

 

Reply of Acceptance 

14, Castle Rock Towers 
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 
Telangana 
 
15th January, 2022 
 
Blooms Reading Room 
14/55 E, Begumpet 
Telangana 
 

Subject: Reply to Invitation as Chief Guest to Literary Fest, 2022 
 
Dear Mr. Dhawan 
Thank you for your gracious invitation. I commend your efforts in promoting love for 
reading amongst youngsters. It would be an honour to attend the event on 21st February 
2022 at 7pm at Tagore Exhibition Grounds. Do send me the detailed programme list.  
Thank you 
 
Yours sincerely 
Priya Kuriyan 

Sender 

Date 

Event, time, date and venue 
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Reply declining the invitation 

14, Castle Rock Towers 
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 
Telangana 
 
15th January, 2022 
 
Blooms Reading Room 
14/55 E, Begumpet 
Telangana 
 

Subject: Reply to Invitation as Chief Guest to Literary Fest, 2022 
 
Dear Mr. Dhawan 
Thank you for your gracious invitation. I commend your efforts in promoting love for 
reading amongst youngsters. However, I regret to say that I will be unable to accept the 
invitation on 21st February 2022 because of a prior engagement. Wish you the very best in 
this endeavour.  
Thank you 
 
Yours sincerely 
Priya Kuriyan 

 

 

Model Letter Type Invitation-2 

Ryan International School 
Jai Singh Nagar 
Jaipur 
 
24th February, 2022 
 
The Principal 
Rotary Public School 
Najafgarh, Delhi 
 

Subject: Invitation for Inter-school Quiz competition 
 
Madam 
We are pleased to invite your school to participate in the 25th edition of the Mastermind 
Inter School Quiz Competition to be conducted in our school on 1st April, 2022. You may 
send a team of 5 participants and an escort teacher. A brochure is attached for your 
reference. Looking forward to your enthusiastic participation.  
 
Warm Regards 
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Yours faithfully 
Poonam Saxena 
Principal 
 

Reply of Acceptance  

Rotary Public School 
Najafgarh, Delhi 
 
24th February, 2022 
 
The Principal 
Ryan International School 
Jai Singh Nagar 
Jaipur 
 

Subject: Reply-Invitation for Inter-school Quiz competition 
 
Madam 
We at Rotary Public School thank you for your gracious invitation to the Inter-school Quiz 
Competition to be held on 1st April, 2022.  It would be an honour to participate in this 
event. The details of the participants are enclosed.  
I extend my best wishes for the successful completion of this event.  
 
Thank you 
 
Yours faithfully 
Suman Singh 
Principal 
Reply Declining the Invitation 

Rotary Public School 
Najafgarh, Delhi 
 
24th February, 2022 
 
The Principal 
Ryan International School 
Jai Singh Nagar 
Jaipur 
 

Subject: Reply-Invitation for Inter-school Quiz competition 
 
Madam 
We at Rotary Public School thank you for your gracious invitation to the Inter-school Quiz 
Competition to be held on 1st April, 2022However, I regret to state that it would be 
impossible for us to participate in this year’s event due to the scheduling of the school 
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sports day on the same day. I extend best wishes for the success of the event. 
 
Thank you 
 
Yours faithfully 
Suman Singh 
Principal 

 

 

Strategies to answer questions  

1. Read the question carefully and identify the kind of invitation or reply that is asked. -

Card type/Letter type 

2. Recognize the important details provided in the question that must be included and 

remove any extraneous information.  

3. Brainstorm and note down points to be included in the answers. 

4. Write your answer in the appropriate format and pay attention to the accuracy of 

language. 

5. Revise your work. 

 

 

Practice Questions 

1. You are Dr. Amit Gupta, an eminent educationist. You have been invited to preside over 

an Inter Zonal Declamation competition by Nalini, the President of English Literary Club 

of Government Model Sr. Sec. School, Sector-20, Chandigarh. Write a reply accepting 

the invitation.  (CBSE Sample Paper) 

2. You are the President, Literary Society of Sunshine International School. Draft an 

invitation to author, Ms Manjul Bajaj requesting her to conduct a workshop on creative 

writing in your school. You are Romi/Rohit of Zenith Public School. (CBSE Sample Paper) 

3. Your school is planning to organise a talk on the ‘Importance of Promoting Art 

Education’ at all levels. You plan to invite The Director, Delhi School of Art, as a Key Note 

Speaker. As CCA Coordinator of Vidya Mandir Vidyalaya, draft an invite for the same 

giving all the necessary details. (CBSE Sample Paper) 

4. You are Dr. Stanzin, a certified art therapist from Leh. You have been invited by G. D 

Public School, Jammu, to conduct a seminar for students on ‘Art Therapy the Way 

Forward”. This seminar is to introduce students to the usefulness of art in analysis, using 

appropriate format and fluency, appropriacy of style and tone analysis, using 

appropriate format and fluency, appropriacy of style and tone dealing with personal and 

social problems. Write your reply, in about 50 words accepting the invitation. 

5. Sunrise Global School, Agra is going to organize a one-act play competition in the school 

auditorium. You have decided to invite noted stage artiste, Nalini to grace the occasion. 

Draft a formal invitation for her in about 50 words. You are Karuna/Karan Cultural 

Secretary. (CBSE 2016) 
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6. The Literary Club of your school is putting up the play, “Waiting for Godot”. As the 

Secretary of the Club, draft an invitation to famous writer Sudesh Gupta to be the guest 

of honour at the function. (CBSE 2014) 

7. Your friend, PV Sathish has invited you to attend the wedding of his sister Jaya. You find 

that you have an important paper of pre-board examination on the day of the wedding. 

Thus, you cannot attend the event. Write a formal reply to the invitation expressing 

your regret. You are Puneet/Puneeta Vij, M-114, Fort Road, Chennai. (CBSE 2017) 

8. You are the Secretary of the Arts Club of your neighbourhood. Draft an invitation to be 

sent to the residents of the neighbourhood about a Musical Extravaganza planned to 

pay tribute to the Ghazal king, Jagjit Singh at Kamani Auditorium.  

9. You have received an invitation from Oswald Theatre Club for a special preview of the 

latest Superman film. Draft a reply expressing your willingness to attend the event.  

10. Draft an invitation on behalf of Dr Kapoor regarding a workshop on Mental Health 

during the Pandemic for residents of your neighbourhood. 

 

Letter to Editor 

A Letter to Editor is written to the editor of a newspaper or a magazine in order to highlight 

social issue or problem expecting it to get published in the print media. 

Reasons for writing letter to the editor also include: Expressing an opinion or sharing one‘s 

views with the public on a particular subject and drawing the attention of the concerned 

authorities to a problem of public interest or communicating a certain piece of information. 

 The format has to be followed and formal language has to be used. 

Letter to the Editor Format   

The format of a Letter to the editor of a newspaper is as follows – 

a) Sender‘s address: The address and contact details of the sender are written here.  

b) Date: The date is written below the sender‘s address. 

c) Receiver‘s address: The address of the editor is written here. 

d) Subject of the letter: The main purpose of the letter forms the subject. i.e, the matter for 

which the letter is written. 

e) Salutation (Sir / Respected sir / Madam) 

f) Body: The matter of the letter is written here. It is divided into 3 paragraphs as follows – 

Paragraph 1: Introduce ourselves  and the purpose of writing the letter in brief. 

Paragraph 2: Give details of the matter. 

Paragraph 3: Conclude by mentioning what we expect from the editor.  

g) Complimentary Closing 
h) Sender‘s name, signature, and designation (if any) 

 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

54 
 

Here are some examples: 

 

1. Garbage is not disposed properly and stray dogs feed on it creating nuisance on the 

roads. Highlighting the importance of proper garbage disposal with an aim to create 

awareness among the city residents, write a letter to the editor of a local daily. You 

are Vivek /Vedashree of Thara Nagar, Trivandrum. 

 

 

 

Answer: 

  

Thara Nagar, 

Trivandrum  

5
th

 August 2022 

  

The Editor 

The Kerala Times.  

Subject: Importance of proper garbage disposal 

  

Sir/Madam 

  

I am a resident of Thara Nagar, and I would like to draw your attention towards the problem of 

improper garbage disposal in the area. 

  

Residents of our neighbourhood are carelessly disposing garbage which has resulted in a messy 

situation. Garbage is dumped on the roads and streets. Stray dogs feed on it and packs of stray 

dogs are seen everywhere in the area. During rainy seasons, the rotten garbage stinks and 

become a feeding ground for flies. An unhygienic atmosphere prevails over the area which is a 

matter of great concern.  

In this situation, I would request you to publish an article in your esteemed newspaper, whereby 

awareness can be created among the citizens. The civic awareness about the issue can thus be 

enhanced. I also request the authorities concerned to take necessary steps for proper disposal of 

garbage. 

Thank you, 

Yours faithfully 

Vivek 
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1. You are an IT Professional. With the technological explosion, you also notice 

that cyber crimes have increased considerably. You want to raise awareness 

about the rising incidences of cyber crimes. Write a letter to the editor of a 

Cyber Security magazine  pointing out the issue and suggesting measures to 

prevent such happenings. You are Devangana/Devadutt of Ramnagar, 

Ernakulam. 

Answer: 

   

Devangana, 

Ramnagar, 

Ernakulam. 

12th July, 2022 

  

To 

The Editor  

―Cyber Security‖ 

Ernakulam 

  

                                         Subject: Awareness about cybercrimes 

  

Sir/Madam 

  

With this letter, I want to draw your attention to an important issue, that is, cybercrime. This has 

become a matter of grave concern in our present scenario.  

Cybercrime has become a threat not only to the digital society but also to all connected to them. 

Children using   mobiles have fallen prey to the cyber attacks. The surfing of internet for 

information has increased the number of child victims. Cyber bullying has increased 

considerably. 

In this context, I request you to publish an article regarding the cyber law and enforcement of 

those laws which will create more awareness among the users. Both children and adults must 

become increasingly wary of the hidden dangers involved in cyber activities.  Parents must 

strictly monitor the use of mobile phones by children. Schools and colleges can arrange 

counselling sessions to educate the students in this regard. 

Thank you, 

Yours sincerely, 

Devangana 
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2. COVID pandemic can be curtailed through masks but improper disposal is creating 

health hazards. As Sneha  / Sachin, write a letter to the Editor of The Times of India 

highlighting the need to create  awareness about   proper disposal of protective gear 

like masks, gloves etc. 

 

Answer: 

Sachin, 

Ramnagar, 

Ernakulam. 

7
th

 August, 2022 

  

To 

The Editor  

Times of India 

  Subject: Awareness about proper disposal of masks and gloves. 

  

Sir/Madam 

  

 I wish to draw your attention to an important issue, that is, improper disposal of masks and 

gloves during the pandemic period. This has become a matter of concern as nations are reeling 

under repeated surges of the pandemic.  

 Health professionals and government insist on the use of personal protective equipment to 

maintain public health. It is equally important to issue directives regarding disposal of the heaps 

of waste thus generated.  Impact of COVID-19 is most pronounced in waste management. Used 

masks are strewn everywhere - on sidewalks, in parking lots and public areas. This poses a 

serious health hazard .I genuinely hope that the general public will unconditionally support the 

laudable efforts of the health department to contain the pandemic by carefully handling such 

items.I request you to find a small space in your newspaper to highlight this issue. 

 Thank you, 

Yours sincerely, 

Sneha 

Practice questions: 

1. You are Chandana / Charley. Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily, 

highlighting increasing technological addiction among the youth and suggest 

measures to curb the same. (100-125 words) 
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2. Public demonstration causes a lot of disturbance in daily routine of citizens. As 

Varsha/ Varshit, write a letter to the Editor of any leading national daily 

highlighting the need to discourage such demonstrations and disturbance by public 

on highways which cause a great loss of time and opportunity for many. (100-125 

words) 

3. Along with air and water pollution, our cities are also under an attack of noise 

pollution. Marriage processions, DJs during the wedding receptions, loud music 

from neighbourhood flats etc. are all sources of noise which is not good for the old, 

the ailing and the students. Write a letter in 120 to 150 words to the editor of a local 

newspaper describing the problem and making a request to the concerned 

authorities to solve it. You are Karan/Karuna, Mall road, Delhi. 

APPLICATION FOR JOB 

Job applications demand a formal and precise treatment. Their format is almost the same as that 

of the forwarding cover letter and is usually accompanied by a curriculum vitae/resume/bio-data.  

(A) COVERING LETTER 

Content: 

Para 1: Refer to the source of information about the job or the advertisement in the 

newspaper. 

Example- ‗With reference to the advertisement published in the (name of the newspaper), 

dated (date), I would like to apply for the post of (name of the post) in your 

(firm/organization/institution).‘  

Para 2: Reason for applying 

Share your interest and competence level. Key words that can be used- (young,  dynamic, 

communication skill, committed to hard work, qualification, etc.) 

Para 3: Stating the suitability.  

Concluding statement- ‗My Bio-data is enclosed herewith for your perusal/ sympathetic 

consideration.‘ 

 

(B) Bio-Data – Bio-data/ Curriculum Vitae/ Resume. It should include:  

1. Full Name:  

2. Address  

3. Contact No.:  

4. E-mail ID:  

5. Date of Birth:  

6. Educational Qualifications:  

7. Professional Qualifications:  

8. Work Experience:   

9. Skills   

10. Languages Known:  

11. Hobbies and Interests 

12. Achievements 

13. Salary Expected:  



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

58 
 

14. References:  

(1)  

(2)  

    

: 

 

Word Limit: 120-150 (Marks: 05 M Format: 01M, Content: 02M, Organisation of 

ideas:1M, Accuracy-1M) 

Points to Remember  

 

Identify the newspaper, magazine, person, or other source from which you learned about the 

position. Specify what job you seek and briefly describe your major qualifications for the 

position. 

 

Explain how your education has prepared you for the position by discussing such things as 

significant courses, seminars, professors, presentations, projects, etc. 

 
Discuss other qualifications relevant to the position. 

 
Refer to your enclosed or attached resume and the kind of information that can be found there. 

 
Solicit an interview and provide information about how and when you can be contacted. 

Example Phrases 

 perfectly match my qualifications  

 according to the advertisement  

 am submitting my resume  

 am applying for  

 am confident that  

 am certain that an ideal candidate for the position of 

 are compatible with  

 as described in  

 as indicated in your job description  

 as advertised in  

Example Phrases 

 a wide variety of  

 ability to perform at  

 am expert in  

 am fluent in  

 am qualified as a  

 am responsible for 

 am currently supervising the work of  

 as a result of my experience in  

 because of my broad background in  

 certified by the state as  

 enabled me to progress from  
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 energy, experience, and skills are focused on 

 extensive experience in  

 have confidence in my ability to  

 have the knowledge, skills, and experience necessary to  

 have had considerable experience with  

 have been working in the office of  

 have a broad background in  

 

EXAMPLE 

 

You are Sanush / Saneesha of 11, MG Road, Cochin. You have seen an advertisement in The 

Hindu for the post of Chief Chef in a 5-Star Hotel. Apply for the job with complete biodata. 

Write in 125-150 words. 

11, MG Road 

Kochi 

4 January 2022  

The Managing Director 

The Radisson Hotel, Cochin 

Sir 

Sub: Application for the post of Chief Chef  

 

This is with reference to the advertisement published in the esteemed daily The Hindu on 

December 20, 2021. I have completed my BHM in Hotel Management from MG University and 

MBA from Cochin University. I intend to apply for the post of chief chef in your esteemed 

organization. 

Please find enclosed my bio data for the said purpose. I am hard working, honest and punctual. I 

assure you that I shall work with full devotion and sincerity. 

In anticipation of an early reply 

Yours truly 
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Sanush 

 

BIO – DATA 

 Name  Sanush  

 Date of Birth  11 January, 1989 

 Contact No.  8128780560 

 Marital Status  Unmarried 

 Educational 

Qualifications 

• Master of Business Administration, Cochin University, Kerala 

(2013)-95% Marks. 

• Graduation in Hotel Management, SH College, (2011) -94% Marks 

  Experience  Trainee at the Taj Hotel, Cochin. (May 2013-Dec. 2013) 

Skills Excellent interpersonal skills & communication skills 

 Languages Known  Hindi and English 

Hobbies and Interests Reading and Travelling 

 References 
1. Prof. M. S Menon, SH College, Kochi. 

2.Mr. PM Prabhakaran Principal KV Port Trust 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

1. You are Ketan Pandey of 63, Civil Lines, Delhi. You saw an advertisement in ‗The 

Hindu ‘for the post of Accountant in a reputed firm. Write an application in 120 – 

150 words to the Area Manager of Gayatri Consultants, 2, Barakhamba Road, New 

Delhi, giving your detailed bio- data. 

2. Bal Vidya Public School, Bhilai, urgently requires a post-graduate teacher to teach 

Political Science for which they placed an advertisement in 'The Bhilai Express'. You 

are Sanjay / Sanjana Sharma from 21, Vasant Marg, Bhilai. Draft a letter including a 

CV, applying for the advertised post (120 - 150words) 

3. You are Mr. K L Sareen. You have seen an advertisement in The Hindustan Times 

for the post of the marketing manager. Write an application with complete bio-data. 

4. You are Varun / Vani, a resident of  M-204, Block-C, Dilshad Garden and an MBA 

from Amity University. You come across an advertisement in The Times of India 

published by ICICI Bank, New Delhi. Write an application for the post of Business 

development Manager followed by your complete bio-data. 
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PRACTICE QUESTION – ANSWERS 

Q1. 

63, Civil Lines  

Delhi 

 

12th February, 2019  

 

The Area Manager  

Gayatri Consultants 

2, Barakhamba Road,  

New Delhi 

 

Sir 

Subject Application for the post of Accountant  

 

This is with reference to your advertisement in The Hindu dated 10
th

 February, 20XX 

for the post of accountant in your consultancy firm. I hereby wish to apply for the same.  

Attached here with is my resume. If  I  am considered for the above mentioned post, I 

would whole-heartedly and honestly contribute towards the progress of your 

esteemed and reputed organisation. I assure you hard work and professionalism on 

my part.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Ketan Pandey 

Resume 

Name: Ketan Pandey  

Father's name: Rampal Singh  

Date of birth: 5th April 1993  
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Address: 63, Civil Lines, Delhi 

Contact information: 8059XXXXXX / ketanXX@gmail.com 

Academic Qualifications: 

Exam Passed Board/ University Year Division 

AISSCE CBSE 2008 First 

B.Com Jammu University 2011 First 

M.Com Jammu University 2013 First 

Experience: Accountant, ASD Pvt. Ltd. India, November 2013 – Present  

Expected salary: Rs. 60,000 per month 

Languages fluency: English, Hindi  

Hobbies: Music and sports  

Marital status: Unmarried 

Reference:  1. 

  2. 

Q2. 

21, Vasant Marg  

Bhilai 

 

01 April 2019  

 

The Principal 

Bal Vidya Public School, Bhilai 

 

 

mailto:ketanXX@gmail.com
mailto:ketanXX@gmail.com
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Sir/Madam 

Subject: Application for the post of a post-graduate teacher  

 

 

In response to your advertisement in 'The Bhilai Express', dated March25, 2019, 

for the post of a   postgraduate Political Science teacher in your renowned school, I wish 

to offer my candidature.  

I am a Trained Post Graduate in Political Science with 75% marks. I have achieved 

many certificates for co-curricular activities in my school and college level. I am a 

dedicated and industrious person who can adjust in any condition and not let my work 

hamper in any way. With my knowledge, I will surely be able to add value to your 

school. I am available for an interview on any day of your convenience. If given a 

chance to serve you, I assure you that I shall work with utmost sincerity and dedication 

up to your satisfaction for further growth and fame of the organisation. 

 

 

Yours faithfully  

 

Sanjana Sharma  

 

Encl. : Bio-data 

 

BIO-DATA 

Name Sanjay/Sanjana Sharma 

Date of Birth 25 July 1984 

Address 21, Vasant Marg, Bhilai 

Phone 9810085694 

E-Mail sanjsharma@gmail.com 

Marital Status Unmarried 

Age 28 years 

Nationality Indian 

 (i) Have been working as a PGT Political science in Modern 

mailto:sanjsharma@gmail.com
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Professional 

Experience 

School, Bhilai since April 2018 till date. 

 

Academic 

Qualifications 

(i) B.ED 

(ii) M.A. in Political Science 

(iii) B.A  in Political Science 

Hobbies Trekking and reading 

 

Strengths 

Good communication skills, computer literate, proficient in 

English, Hindi and German 

 

 

Names and Address 

of References 

(i) Mr Vijay Mathur, Principal 

D.A.V School, Gurudwara Rd. Delhi 

(ii) Prof. Satish Ohri 

Dept.of Commerce   

Punjab University, 

Chandigarh 

 

Q.3 

 

2 M K Gandhi Marg  

Delhi –110005  

 

3rd April 2019 

 

The Advertiser  

Post Box No. 436 

The Hindustan Times  

Kasturba Gandhi Marg  

New Delhi-110075  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir 

Sub: Application for the post of Marketing Manager  
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This is with reference to your advertisement dated 30th March 2019 published in 'The 

Hindustan Times' for the post of a marketing manager and I wish to apply for the same. 

I have one year of experience working as a marketing executive with Wipro India Ltd. I 

am diligent and dedicated professional with good interpersonal skills. In view of my 

qualification, learning and exponential growth in just a year, I consider myself suitable 

for the post. 

My detailed bio data is enclosed herewith for your kind perusal and consideration. 

If selected, I assure you that I shall prove to be a valuable asset to the company and 

endeavour to satisfactorily meet the requirements of the job. If you find my profile 

strong and worthy enough to serve your firm, kindly contact at any time suitable to you. 

I will be thankful for your kind consideration. 

Yours truly  

K L Sareen 

Encl: Biodata 

Photocopies of degrees and testimonials 

 

BIO-DATA 

Name Kishori Lal Sareen 

Father's Name Shri Hari Narayan Sareen 

Date of Birth 4th May 1978 

Age 25 years 

Sex Male 

Marital Status Single 

Nationality Indian 

Permanent Address H-3, G.T. Karnal Road, Delhi 

Contact No. 9658412598 

 

Educational 

M.Sc. Physics,  
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Q.4 

M-204, Block-C  

Dilshad Garden Delhi 

 

3 April 2019  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Manager  

ICICI Bank New Delhi  
 

 

Sir 

 

Sub: Application for the post of Business Development Manager 

 

 

 Reference is made to your advertisement published in ‗The Times of India‘ dated 28th 

March 2019 inviting applications for the position of Business Development Manager. I 

Qualifications Delhi University 

MBA. IIM, Lucknow 

Experience 1 year at Wipro India Ltd. as Marketing Executive 

 

Hobbies 

Reading, Travelling, Playing football and Tennis 

I have won championships in both the 

Games at school as well as college levels. 

 

 

References 

1. Prof. Ravi Ranjan, 

34, Ramnarayan College, Sonepat 

2. Dr. Harry Peter 

45-C, Rajendra Place New Delhi-110005 
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hereby offer my candidature for the same. I am a young and dynamic youth with an 

experience of 2 years in the most prestigious banks. My experience has taught me to 

build strong and healthy relationships at the workplace to work smoothly. I have the 

ability to work in a team. I understand the value of this position and assure you that I 

shall never do injustice to my post. These qualities make me a suitable candidate for the 

above- mentioned post. 

I am enclosing my bio-data herewith to enable you to make an assessment of my 

suitability for the post I have applied for. In case my application is considered, I am 

available for the interview at any time suitable to you. If selected, I assure you that I 

shall work with utmost dedication and sincerity to your full satisfaction.  

In anticipation of a favourable response. 

Yours faithfully  

Varun 

Encl. Bio-data and Testimonials 

BIO-DATA 

Name Varun 

Date of Birth 12 Jan 1994 

Age 25 years 

Sex Male 

Marital Status Single 

Nationality Indian 

Permanent 

Address 

M-204, Block-C, Dilshad Garden 

Contact No. 8695485699 

 

Educational 

Qualifications 

1. M.B.A from Amity University (Year of passing 2017) 

2. B.Com (Hons.) from Delhi University (Year of passing 

2015) 

3. 10+2 CBSE Board (Year of passing 2012) 

 

Work Experience 

1. Have been working as an Assistant Manager at HDFC Bank 

for 1 year 
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2. Worked as Business Executive at Axis Bank for 1 year 

Hobbies Painting, Singing 

 

References 

1. Dr. Rajesh, Professor, Amity University 

2. Mr. Anil Shai, Manager, HDFC Bank 

ARTICLE WRITING 

An article is a piece of writing usually written to be published in a newspaper or a magazine. 

While they present information on a variety of topics, they are mainly written to communicate to 

a wider audience the writer‘s opinion, perspective or analysis of an issue.  

At its CORE, an article should be: 

 COHERENT:   An article must be clear and logical.  

 ORGANIZED:  An article must have an internal unity and structure.  

 RELEVANT:   The points in an article must be pertinent to the topic. 

 ENGAGING:   The reader must be drawn to the article. 

The three components of an article are  

 Format 

 Content 

 Expression 

Format refers to the manner in which the article is to be presented.  The three aspects of format 

are: 

 Title: A catchy short statement that draws the reader 

 to the article and gives basic information about the  topic. 

 By-line: The name of the writer 

 Body: It is the main component of the article. It can be 

 broadly classified as 

  Introduction: It provides a sentence to engage 

  the attention of the reader. This can be in the 

  form of a relevant fact, a quote or a question.

  The introduction also  provides some  

  background information about the topic.  

The Risks of Social Media 

by PK Mohan 

Today there are more 

social networking accounts 

than there are people on 

the planet. Social 

networking allows people 

to share ideas with 

everyone. Still, users of 

these sites should be 

cautious. Social Media can 

be dangerous.  
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Finally, the introduction provides a  statement that describes the subject matter of the article. 

  Discussion: This part of the article needs to be developed according to the   

 topic. There should be a minimum of two to three paragraphs in this part.   

 A few appropriate examples in the section can make the article more   

 appealing. 

  Conclusion: This part the article is usually three to four sentences in length  

 and restates the main topic of the article. It could also summarize the new   

 insights that are developed in the article.  

Content refers to the value points in the article. These points have to be relevant to the topic at 

hand. The various points must be logically connected to each other.  

Expression refers to several aspects of the language used in writing the article. Accuracy, 

appropriacy and range of vocabulary are important amongst these.  

Types of Articles 

Type of Article What is it? Example Topic 

Cause-Effect Discusses a social issue to identify its 

causes and effects 

Rise of Social Media 

Impact of internet on 

libraries 

 

 

 

Expository 

/Informative 

Conveys information and focuses on 

factual details. 

Discusses categories of a topic and its 

unifying principle 

Development of the 

Modern Tourism 

Industry 

 

Career opportunities in 

the Humanities 

Exploratory Takes a subject matter, often a problem 

statement and analyses it in detail.  

Discusses a social problem and comes up 

with solutions or suggestions 

Increasing fuel prices 

and poverty 

 

Water scarcity 

Argumentative/

Persuasive 

Presents the writer’s opinion with the aim 

of convincing the reader 

Arguments need to be supported by 

Prisons should be 

abolished. 

Reading need not 
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evidence.  improve communication 

skills. 

 

 

 

CBSE Guidelines 2022-23 

 
 Descriptive and analytical 

 Based on verbal inputs 

 Word Limit: 120-150 words 

 Marking Scheme: Format-1 mark 

      Organisation of Ideas- 1 mark 

      Content-2 marks 

      Accuracy of spelling and grammar-1  

 

General Strategies to answer questions based on Article Writing 

1. Read the question carefully to gain a full understanding of the following details: 

 Topic: What is the article about? Look for specific information here.  

 Purpose: Why is the article being written?To inform, explain, analyse or persuade? 

 Audience: Who is the target reader?  

2. Read the questions and the options keeping in mind the CORE features of an article-Coherent, 

Organized, Relevant and Engaging. 

3. In a coherent article, the relationship between ideas will be clear and the ideas will connect to 

each other logically. Linkers are a useful tool to achieve this smooth transition between points.  

Purpose  Linkers 

Example for instance, for example, in some cases 

Adding ideas moreover, furthermore, in addition, and, also, as well, as well as 

Contrasting 

Ideas 

however, on the contrary, nevertheless, although, whereas, even 

though, unlike, in spite of, despite 

Similarities similarly, likewise 

Cause since, as, because, due to 

Emphasis indeed, in fact, obviously 
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Result therefore, as a result, thus, consequently 

Conclusion to sum up, in conclusion, in summary 

Sequencing firstly, secondly, finally 

4. It is easy to come up with a lot of points. The challenge is to select the points that are most 

relevant to the topic in question. Study the example given below: 

Topic: Nursery education is better for children than staying at home with mother. 

Points 

a. A study of the growth of nurseries in India since 1992 

b. A report on the development of children who remain at home until age 5 

c. A discussion comparing speaking ability in both groups of children 

d. An analysis of the increase of women in the labour market since 1960  

While all points relate to the topic, the most relevant points are b and c. Point a does not talk 

about the impact of nursery education for children. Point d does not talk about children directly 

at all. Once you have brainstormed and gathered all points, it is important to analyse, eliminate 

and organize the remaining points before starting to write the article.  

5. Poorly written articles often have a lot of points. These points may be relevant too.  But these 

points are written in a haphazard manner. Organization is essential to make the article readily 

understood. A basic structure is provided here.  

Type of Article Suggested Organization 

Cause-Effect  Introduction-Effects-Underlying Causes-Conclusion 

 Introduction-Causes-Effects-Conclusion 

Expository   Introduction-Category 1-Category 2-Category 3-Conclusion 

Exploratory  Introduction-Problems-Solution-Conclusion 

Argumentative/P

ersuasive 

 Introduction-Opinion/Supporting argument 1-Supporting 

argument 2-Conclusion 

 

6. To make an article engaging, the intended audience must be kept in mind. The language used, 

the stories and quotes used must be appropriate and designed to appeal to the readers.  

Checklist for a Good Article 

Appropriate and catchy title √ 

By-line √ 
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3-5 paragraphs with coherent, relevant and engaging points. √ 

Introduction √ 

Clear Organization √ 

Conclusion √ 

Sample Questions 

1. On the occasion of Earth Day, you participated in various eco-friendly campaigns 

initiated by your school. Write an article in about 150-200 words for your school 

magazine giving details of these campaigns and the impact on you. You are Shubhangi/ 

Deepak of Brightland Public School.     (CBSE SQP 2015-16) 

Suggested Value Points 

– Importance of Earth Day 

 – Eco- friendly campaigns initiated by the school  

– detailed description of the activities  

 motivation, 

 difficulties,  

 how they were overcome,  

 sense of achievement, satisfaction  

– community outreach 

– impact on you 

 

2. They may have stood the test of time but there is a growing demand for the need to 

protect the country‘s monuments. Write an article in about 150-200 words for your 

school magazine on how we can conserve our built heritage. You are Akshay/ Akshita of 

Graham Public School, Indore.     (CBSE SQP 2015-16) 

Suggested Value Points  

– pride in our built heritage 

 – condition of the monuments  

– suggestions and remedial measures  

– any other relevant detail  

3. As part of an Entrepreneurship project the commerce students of your school recently 

launched a product called Oatlicious. They not only set up a company to produce the 

product but also designed its advertising and marketing strategy. Write an article in about 

150-200 words for your school magazine giving details of the enterprise and its launch. 

You are Stephen/ Celine of Graham Public School, Indore. (CBSE SQP 2015-16) 

Suggested value points:  

– description of the product  

– advertising and marketing strategy  
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– detailed description of the activities  

– struggles faced and support received 

– response of the community 

 

4. On the threshold of being a world super power, India does have a large young workforce 

but unfortunately not many in this force are employable for want of necessary skills. 

Write in about 150-200 words, an article for a newspaper on the topic'Skill Development 

is the need of the hour'. You are Anita/Arnav.  (CBSE SQP 2017-18) 

Suggested value points:  

 Introduction-  

•mention briefly the status of the issue  

 Topic analysis  

• discuss why Indian education fails to develop employability skills among youth.  

• describe how this deficit affects Indian economy, industry, business and people 

 Conclusion  

• suggest what can be done to develop these skills among the young people who are 

going to be the mainstay of the workforce of the future 

 

5. Taking selfies has become a rage and is a global phenomenon. It has cost us several lives 

and also immortalised several moments. Write an article for a National Daily on the trend 

of taking selfies and its impact on people. You are Aditi/ Aditya.   

(CBSE SQP 2019-20) 

Suggested value points:  

 Introduction  

 mention briefly the problems associated with the selfie culture and its ramifications- A 

great obsession  

 Topic analysis  

 Do not enjoy the moment or nature  

 Too occupied posting it on social media  

 Take risks to click them  

 Conclusion  

 Need to create awareness about the drawbacks  

 Teach responsible use of technology  

 Suggest positive use of this technology 
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6. While reading about new places and searching for them online has its merits, the 

advantages of actually travelling to various destinations far exceed them. Write an article 

in 120-150 words for the magazine Travel Times, evaluating both these options. You 

may use the cues given below along with your own ideas. You are Amrit/ Amrita.  

• Builds confidence  

• Make friends and memories  

• Experience new cultures  

• Expands knowledge 

(CBSE SQP 2020-21) 

 

7. A 12 year old boy in your neighbourhood drives a car and the parents proudly boast of it. 

Write an article in 150-200 words on the hazards of underage driving and the need to 

educate the young ones and their parents on the consequences of unlawful driving. You 

are Vishnu/Vaishnavi. 

8.  Nowadays, students attend coaching classes early in the morning or after school hours. 

You feel that this trend makes them tired, affects their health and so their grades. Write 

an article in 150-200 words to make the students understand how this is not very helpful 

in improving their grades and is a waste of their precious time. You are Rohit / Isha. 

9. TV and Internet have reduced the charm of reading for children. Write an article in 120-

150 words on the reasons for this lack of interest. Suggest measures to create a desire to 

read among children right from a very young age. You are Ram / Rama. 

10. Write an article in 150-200 words on how we can make India a carefree and enjoyable 

place for women when they can go wherever they like to without any fear of being stared 

at, molested or discriminated against. You are Preethi/Salman. 

11. When children watch TV the adults generally scold them without realizing that some 

programmes on TV can be educative too. Write an article in 150 – 200 words on ‗TV as a 

tool of instruction‘. You are Rona/Mathew.    

12. Ragging has raised its ugly head again. A recent incident at a prestigious school has 

shown that this evil has not yet come to an end. Write an article in 150 – 200 words on 

‗Ragging, an Evil‘. You are Parvathi/Bibin.  

13. Midday meal scheme in the schools introduced by the government serves several 

purposes. Millions of children from the deprived sections of society get nutritious food 

leading to good health, are attracted to the schools, kept from going astray and developed 
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into good citizens. The scheme may have some drawbacks too. Write an article in 150 – 

200 words on all aspects of the scheme. You are Chithira/Adish.  

14. Morning assembly in the schools gives a cool and calm start to the otherwise hectic 

schedule of the day. It can be a means of passing important information to the students. 

What are your views on this significant event of the day? Write an article in 150 – 200 

words on ‗Importance of Morning Assembly‘. You are Natasha/Sachit. 

15. Within a few months you will be joining a college. How do you look at college life? Is it 

freedom from strict discipline imposed on you by the school? A carefree life with no 

worries of completing assigned home work. Or, is it the beginning of responsible 

preparation for a brilliant career? Write an article in 150 – 200 words on what you think 

of college life. You are Zara/Tejinder.  

16. The time we spend on watching TV — most of it is spent on watching commercials. 

Most of the newspaper space in also taken up by advertisements. What is luxury for most 

of us is described as a need. We are made to buy things we don‘t really require. Write an 

article in 150 – 200 words on ‗Advertisements — their role in a common man‘s life‘. 

You are Meenakshi/Sagar. 

17. The life of a student has become more sedentary than earlier. Pressure of studies, 

indulgence in internet, games on mobile phones — there is no time for him to play games 

in the field. Write an article in 150 – 200 words on ‗Importance of games and sports in 

the life of a student‘. You are Vishwanath/Abigail.  

18. Prices of food articles are rising. Floods, droughts, extremes of temperature cause 

shortages. Greed of the middlemen, wastage at the farm and spoilage during transit all 

add to the misery of the common man. Write an article in 150 – 200 words on ‗Rising 

food prices and how to control them‘. You are Navtej/Navita. 

19. For the last two years, students all over the globe have continued their education in the 

online mode. The entire concept of learning has undergone a sea change. Teachers have 

become facilitators and are encouraging learners to explore various sources and resources 

that aid learning. The internet and other resources have thrown open a wide world for 

children to use. As a student Veena/Adil, too feels that self- learning through research 

and discovery has led to a deeper understanding of concepts. They write an article to be 

published in the school magazine discussing this issue.  

20. By 2050, India will be amongst the countries which will face acute water shortage. You 

are highly alarmed and terrified of the future world without water. So, write an article on 
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―Save water- are we doing enough?‖ for the local daily in 150-200 words. You are 

Rupali/Soorya. 

REPORT WRITING 

 Report Writing   

A report is a factual description of an event, incident happened, programme conducted It is a 

systematic and well-organized presentation of facts and findings. A report is written for a clear 

purpose and for a particular audience. 

Types of Reports 

 For Newspaper 

 For Magazine 

Points to Remember 

 Be brief and to the point. 

 Report an event in the order in which things happened. 

 Stick on to the word limit. 

 Use formal language 

 Avoid jargons. 

 Must use uniform verb tense, preferably past tense. 

Format 

HEADLINE OF TITLE: Catchy and brief 

BYLINE: A Sub Headline/Name, rank, position etc. of the person writing the report (it can also 

come at the end.) 

OPENING PARAGRAPH: A brief mention of what happened, where ,how and the most 

prominent consequence/effect along with the day, date and time when it took place. 

 DETAILS: Paragraph 2 & 3 give details of the event being reported. Eye witness account (along 

with some quotes) is also included. In case of accidents, loss of life and property is listed, cause 

of the accident is concluded, police action and rescue operation, damage control exercise are 

detailed. Compensation and help announced by government is mentioned. 

 CONCLUSION: A remark as to how the event had an impact on people. 

  

Tips for report writing. 

1. Write short and simple sentences. 

2. Focus on the objective. 

3. Use everyday English. 

4. Plan well before you start writing 

5. Use a clear layout 

Sample Report 
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Q. You are Ashima/Akshit. The Women Empowerment Organisation (WEO) in collaboration 

with Child and Women Care Society (CWCS), celebrated The Women Empowerment Day 

recently in Community centre, Pocket B, Rohini. As the city correspondent, write a report in 

120-150 words for the city magazine, The Today. 

Ans. 

Women‘s Empowerment Day Observed 

--Ashima, Staff Reporter 

New Delhi, March 3: The Women Empowerment Organisation (WEO) in association with Child 

and Women Care Society (CWCS), both NGOs, observed the Women Empowerment Day at 

Community center, Pocket B, Rohini today. The main purpose was to create awareness about  

women‗s rights and to empower women. 

As many as fifty members of the Self-Help Groups (SHGs) formed by WEO and CWCS in the 

area participated in the programme. The programme began with a welcome dance by the 

renowned dancer, Shobha  Advait and was followed by a talk by WEO members. 

 Ms. Aradhna Srivastava, District Magistrate, Rohini, stressed upon the importance of education 

for girls. She also gave details about the Sarv Shiksha Abhiyaan (Education for All), an initiative 

by the Government under which students are given books free of cost. Ms. Radhika, the Director 

of WEO gave a speech detailing the various free classes organized by the society to teach young 

girls painting and soft toy making, which could be developed for self-employment. She also 

made the audience aware about the need for women safety and the various free defense classes 

organized by the organization. 

 Dr. Aniket, State Coordinator, CWCS, made the gathering aware of the importance of observing 

Women‗s Day and informed the women about various governmental schemes to help and 

empower them. Later, a play named ‗Narishakti‘ was staged.The participants expressed their 

gratitude to the organizers as they were now better informed. 

 PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

1. You are Aniket/Ankita. You participated in a career counselling programme organized by 

Dream Careers. You had the opportunity of listening to professionals from various fields like 

food technology, Biometric Sciences, nanotechnology, media management etc. Write a report of 

the programme in 120-150 words 

2. You are Tapan/Tripti, a student of H.P Public School. Students of two schools from Germany 

visited your school as part of a cultural exchange programme. Students of your school put up a 

cultural show to welcome them. Write a report in the programme for your school magazine in 

120-150 words. 

3. You are Radha/Ramesh. As part of E-learning promotion drive, your school was invited to 

visit .The New Learning – E-learning‗, a prominent E-learning company. Write a report on the 

visit for your school magazine in 120-150 words.  

4. You are Asma, the Head girl of Queens Public School, Delhi. Recently your school hosted the 

Regional level CBSE Quiz competition. Write a report of this event for your school newsletter in 

about 120-150 words. 
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 5. You are Devesh/Devika. As an active member of the Health Club of your school, you had 

participated in a first aid training camp organized by the Red Cross Society of Malviya Nagar. 

Write a report on the camp and its activities for your school magazine in 120-150 words. 

 

 

The Last Lesson  

- Alphonse Daudet 
Appropriateness of the title 

The story focuses on the last lesson delivered by the French teacher M. Hamel. An order 

has come from Berlin to teach only German in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine. M. Hamel is 

to leave the school for good and a teacher in German is expected to join the school the next day. 

The order has far-reaching effects on the life at school. It is for the first time that people realize 

the value of their mother tongue.  

Setting of the story 

Set in the days of the Franco-Prussian War (1870 – 1871) in which France was defeated 

by Prussia led by Bismarck. Prussia then consisted of what now are the nations of Germany, 

Poland and parts of Austria. The French districts of Alsace and Lorraine have passed into 

Prussian hands.  

Theme of the story 

The story talks about the pain that is inflicted on the people of a territory by its 

conquerors by taking away the right to study or speak their own language. It highlights the 

attitude of linguistic chauvinism. Germans consider that their language is superior to other 

languages. They disrespect the languages of others. Linguistic chauvinism of Germans is 

reflected well in the ban on teaching of French and imposition of German language in the 

schools of Alsace and Lorraine.  

Sub-theme  

Attitudes of students and teachers to learning and teaching are focused in the text. The 

story highlights the human tendency of procrastination. The people of Alsace don‘t give much 

importance to their lessons at the school as they keep the thought that they have plenty of time to 

do things. They prefer their children to work on the farms and mills instead of sending them to 

school. Students postpone the learning of their mother tongue. They skip their classes and spend 

time for searching birds‘ eggs and going sliding on the Saar. The French teacher makes his 

students water his flowers and when he wants to go for fishing, he gives them a holiday.  
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Important events  

 Franz, the narrator of the story, was running late for school one day and was worried 

about punishment from his French teacher M. Hamel. 

 He had not learnt the rules for participles which was the task given by the teacher.  

 He was attracted by the bright sunshine, the birds chirping in the woods and the Prussian 

soldiers drilling. But, he could resist all these temptations.  

 As he hurried to school, he found a crowd in front of the bulletin board at the town hall. 

Being late for the school, he did not read the news on the bulletin board.  

 When he reached the school, Franz could not hear the usual bustling sounds. Everything 

was as quiet as Sunday morning. 

 The stillness worried him even more as he had hoped to slip in unnoticed in the 

commotion. 

 Franz entered the classroom embarrassed and afraid, but was surprised when M. Hamel 

kindly asked him to take his seat. 

 It was only after he sat down that he noticed M. Hamel dressed in clothes that he wore 

only on inspection days and prize days.  

 There was a strange solemnness in the air of the classroom. Franz was even more 

surprised to see the villagers occupying the back benches of the classroom that would 

otherwise be empty. 

 M. Hamel informed them in a grave tone that as per an order received from Berlin, it 

would be their last French lesson. The new master would come the next day to teach 

German.  

 Franz was shocked by this announcement and realized that it was the news on the bulletin 

board.  

 He was filled with regret in not learning his mother tongue in time. His books no longer 

seemed a nuisance and he forgot all about Hamel‘s iron ruler and cranky nature.  

 He heard his name called out for reciting the rules for participles. Completely 

unprepared, he made several errors as soon as he began and stood there feeling terribly 

ashamed.  

 Instead of scolding Franz, the teacher M. Hamel spoke about the general tendency of the 

people of Alsace to postpone learning. The Prussians could now mock them for not 

knowing to speak and write their own mother tongue French.  

 M. Hamel blamed the students, parents and himself too for not learning French. Parents 

preferred to send their children to work on farms or at the mills. M. Hamel acted 
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irresponsibly when he made the students to water his flowers and gave holidays so that he 

himself could go for fishing. 

 M. Hamel spoke about French as the most beautiful, the most clear and logical language 

in the world. They must guard their mother tongue to retain their freedom. Mother tongue 

is the key to one‘s prison.  

 While they continued with the lessons for the day, Franz found himself paying much 

attention to the class. The teacher also explained everything with so much patience. He 

taught grammar, writing, history and reading lessons.  

 Franz wondered sarcastically if Prussians would make the pigeons coo in German.  

 M. Hamel was gazing at everything in the class as if he wanted to fix in his mind just 

how everything looked in the classroom. It was a deeply emotional moment for him to 

leave behind forty years of his service.  

 Villagers seemed to be overcome with emotions. There was an air of sadness. They felt 

regret in not learning their own language.  

 When the church-clock struck twelve for Angelus, M. Hamel stood up to speak. But, 

words were stuck in his throat.  

 He wrote ―Vive La France!‖ on the blackboard and dismissed the class with a wave of his 

hand.  

Main Characters 

Franz –(the narrator) –  a school student  – in the district of Alsace – not interested to go to 

school and learning – postpones learning and works given by his teacher – late for school – does 

not learn the rules for participles – wants to enjoy the beauty of nature – worried about the crowd 

near the bulletin board – surprised by the changed atmosphere at the school – shocked to hear the 

order from Berlin to ban teaching of French and imposition of German language in the school – 

change in his attitude towards his books and the teacher – realizes the worth of his mother tongue 

and the teacher – feels regret in not taking his lessons seriously.  

 

M. Hamel – a school teacher –a true French man – an experienced teacher – 40 years of 

service – honest – usually strict and cranky – a hard taskmaster – maintains decorum and 

discipline in the class – students are afraid of him – order from Berlin to teach only German 

changes him – announces the order in the class – has to leave the school for good – dressed 

up in his ceremonial attire for the last French lesson – respectful and dedicated teacher –
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village elders come to school to express their gratitude to him for his faithful service – he 

feels heartbroken – but exercises self-control – a good communicator – takes the last lesson 

with much patience and sincerity – very patient and kind to the students – does not scold 

Franz – brings new copies for the students – gets emotional in the end – considers French 

language as the most beautiful language in the world – a patriotic gentleman – writes ―Vive 

La France!‖ on the blackboard and dismisses the class.  
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Extract Based MCQs 

 

 

THE LAST LESSON 
BY 

ALPHONSE DAUDET 

SETTING 

 Franco-Prussian War 

(1870 – 1871) 

 France was defeated by 

Prussia (Germany, 

Poland and parts of 

Austria). 

 French districts of 

Alsace and Lorraine 

have passed into 

Prussian hands. 

 
THEMES 

 The pain caused by sense 

of loss. 

 Linguistic chauvinism 

 Love for mother tongue 

 Patriotism  

 Attitudes of students and 

teachers to learning and 

teaching 

 

CHARACTERS 

 

Minor Characters 

 Wachter-A  blacksmith 

 Old Hauser 

 Former Mayor 

 Former Postmaster 

 Other villagers 

 M Hamel‘s sister 

THE TITLE 

 The last lesson delivered 

by French teacher M. 

Hamel. 

 Order from Berlin to 

teach only German in the 

schools of Alsace and 

Lorraine. 

 Realization of the value 

of mother tongue and the 

teacher.  
 

Franz – (the narrator) 

 A school student. 

 Not interested to go to 

school and learning. 

 A procrastinator 

 Enjoys the beauty of 

nature. 

 Shocked to hear about 

the imposition of German 

language. 

 Feels regret in not 

learning his mother 

tongue. 

 

M. Hamel 

 An experienced school teacher. 

 A true French man. 

 Honest  

  Usually strict and cranky 

  A hard taskmaster. 

  Maintains decorum and 

discipline in the class. 

 A good communicator. 

 Announces order from Berlin. 

 Gets emotional in the end. 

 Explains everything with much 

patience in the last French 

lesson. 
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1. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow. 

For a moment I thought of running away and spending the day out of doors. It was so 

warm, so bright! The birds were chirping at the edge of the woods; and in the open field 

back of the saw mill the Prussian soldiers were drilling.  

(i) What was the task given to the narrator by his teacher? 

(a) Learning the spelling of difficult words and phrases in French 

(b) Learning the rules for participles in French 

(c) Writing the rules for sentence construction in French 

(d) Drawing the map of France 

 

(ii) The narrator was  

(a) a studious person 

(b) curious to know the secrets of nature 

(c) a procrastinator 

(d) proactive and enthusiastic about his studies 

 

(iii) Which among the following is TRUE? 

(a) The narrator spent a good amount of time watching the Prussian soldiers 

drilling in the open field.  

(b) Every day he would feed the birds while going to school.  

(c) The narrator started for school very early that morning.  

(d) The narrator could overcome all temptations on his way to school.  

 

(iv) Select the suitable option for the given statements. 

(1) The birds are chirping at the edge of the woods in a warm weather. 

(2) The narrator is scared of his teacher.  

 

(a)  (1) is true, but (2) is false 

(b)      (2) is false, but (1) is true 

(c)      Both (1) and (2) are true, and related to each other 

(d)      Both (1) and (2) are true, but unrelated to each other.  

 

(v) Which among the following sentences gives the meaning of the word ‗drill‘ as it 

is used in the extract above? 
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(a) The carpenter was drilling a hole into a wooden board. 

(b) The enemy soldiers drilled the target from 50 yards away. 

(c) The drill can be practiced every evening, especially during winter season.  

(d) A dentist can remove any decay or old filling from the tooth with a drill.  

(vi) Franz was reluctant to go to school because 

(a) he did not learn the rules for participles 

(b) he wanted to see the Prussian soldiers drill 

(c) he wanted to search birds‘ eggs 

(d) he wanted to enjoy warm and bright sun 

 

2. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow. 

But now it was all so still! I had counted on the commotion to get to my desk without 

being seen; but of course, that day everything had to be as quiet as Sunday morning. 

Through the window I saw my classmates, already in their places, and M. Hamel walking 

up and down with his terrible iron ruler under his arm.  

(i) Who is ‗I‘ referred to in the extract above? 

(a) The former postmaster  

(b) Franz 

(c) Hauser 

(d) Wachter 

 

(ii) The usual atmosphere of the class was 

(a) very peaceful 

(b) disciplined 

(c) tumultuous 

(d) quite still  

 

(iii) The teacher M. Hamel is 

(a) cruel and cunning 

(b) cranky, but honest 

(c) hard working and ambitious 

(d) patriotic, but insensitive  

 

(iv) Which among the following is true? 
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(a) The students are attending the last lesson in German. 

(b) M. Hamel is frustrated at the behaviour of students in the class. 

(c) Students are sitting quiet because a special Sunday prayer is organised at 

school. 

(d) The narrator wished to enter the classroom stealthily.  

 

(v) The phrase ‗counted on‘ here means 

(a) Expected 

(b) Added 

(c) Depended 

(d) Continued counting  

 

(vi) Find the odd one out from the following. 

(a) Opening and closing of desks 

(b) Franz‘s classmates sitting quietly in their places.  

(c) M. Hamel‘s iron ruler rapping on the table. 

(d) Lessons being repeated in unison. 

 

3. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow. 

What a thunderclap these words were to me! 

Oh, the wretches; that was what they had put up at the town-hall! 

My last French lesson! Why, I hardly knew how to write! I should never learn anymore! I 

must stop there then! Oh, how sorry I was for not learning my lessons, for seeking bird‘s 

eggs, or going sliding on the Saar! 

My books that had seemed such a nuisance a while ago, so heavy to carry, my grammar, 

and my history of the saints, were old friends now that I couldn‘t give up. And, M. 

Hamel, too; the idea that he was going away, that I should never see him again, made me 

forget all about his ruler and how cranky he was.  

 

(i) What were the startling and unexpected words to Franz? 

(a) The order from Berlin to teach only German in the schools of Alsace and 

Lorraine. 

(b) The transfer order of the French teacher M. Hamel. 

(c) Order to recite the rules for participles. 
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(d) Order to take his seat before the lesson begins. 

 

(ii) Franz expresses his __________ in not learning his mother tongue seriously. 

(a) anger 

(b) elation 

(c) remorse 

(d) contentment  

 

(iii) Franz‘s feelings and attitude towards his school and M. Hamel changed because 

(a) he began to realise the real worth of his school and the teacher. 

(b) he was afraid of Prussian soldiers. 

(c) the teacher explained everything with much patience. 

(d) the village elders told him to do so.  

 

(iv) Select the suitable option for the given statements. 

(1) Franz forgets the irritable nature of M. Hamel. 

(2) M. Hamel goes away from the school for good.  

 

(a)  (1) is true, but (2) is false 

(b)      (2) is true, but (1) is false. 

(c)      (1) is the reason for (2) 

(d)      (2) is the reason for (1)  

 

(v) Who are called ‗wretches‘? 

(a) Students 

(b) Elderly villagers 

(c) Germans 

(d) People of France 

 

(vi) Bulletin board at the town hall brought news about  

(a) the orders of the commanding officer 

(b) the lost battles 

(c) the draft 

(d) All of the above 
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4. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow. 

Once some beetles flew in; but nobody paid any attention to them, not even the littlest 

ones, who worked right on tracing their fish-hooks, as if that was French, too. On the roof 

the pigeons cooed very low, and I thought to myself, ―Will they make them sing in 

German, even the pigeons?‖ 

 

(i) Now the students are getting a lesson in 

(a) history 

(b) writing 

(c) grammar 

(d) maths 

 

(ii) Students are attending the lesson with fierce concentration because 

(a) M. Hamel is walking up and down with the terrible iron ruler in his arm. 

(b) they know that their beloved mother tongue is taken away from them by 

Germans. 

(c) they want to score good marks in the ensuing examinations. 

(d) they may not be able to attend the lessons the following day as they have to 

work on farms.  

 

(iii) The last sentence of the extract reflects 

(a) extreme linguistic chauvinism of Germans 

(b) racial prejudice of Germans 

(c) submissive nature of people of France 

(d) inclusiveness of French culture 

 

(iv) Identify the literary device used in –  

On the roof the pigeons cooed very low, and I thought to myself, ―Will they make them 

sing in German, even the pigeons?‖ 

(a) Simile 

(b) Irony 

(c) Metaphor 

(d) Personification 
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(v) Through the above lines the writer conveys Franz‘s 

(a) enthusiasm to learn a new language 

(b) anxiety about the imposition  of a new language 

(c) indifference to a foreign language 

(d) concern about pigeons 

 

(vi) Which among the following is TRUE? 

(a) Small children got distracted from the lessons when some beetles flew in. 

(b) M Hamel delivered a speech on the futility of war. 

(c) Franz recited the rule for participle without any error 

(d) The mother tongue was as natural to the people of Alsace as cooing is to the 

pigeons. 

 

5. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow. 

I heard M. Hamel say to me, ―I won‘t scold you, little Franz; you must feel bad enough. 

See how it is! Every day we had said to ourselves, ‗Bah! I‘ve plenty of time. I will learn 

it tomorrow.‘ And now you see where we‘ve come out. Ah, that is the great trouble with 

Alsace; she puts off learning till tomorrow. Now those fellows out there will have the 

right to say to you, ‗How is it; you pretend to be Frenchmen, and yet you can neither 

speak nor write your own language?‘But you are not the worst, poor little Franz. We‘ve 

all a great deal to reproach ourselves with.‖ 

 

(i) M. Hamel has a feeling of __________ towards the people of Alsace. 

(a) appreciation 

(b) anger 

(c) contempt 

(d) gratitude 

 

(ii) People of Alsace have a general attitude of  

(a) promptitude 

(b) alacrity 

(c) dilatoriness 

(d) punctuality 
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(iii) ‗Those fellows‘ in the extract referred to 

(a) Frenchmen 

(b) Prussians 

(c) Students who did not get admission at this school 

(d) Common people gathered at the town hall 

 

(iv) Franz must feel bad enough for  

(a) being late to reach school. 

(b) creating a distraction in the classroom. 

(c) not reading the bulletin board at the town hall.  

(d) not reciting rules for participles correctly. 

 

(v) Find the word which is not similar in meaning to the word ‗reproach‘. 

(a) Criticise 

(b) Blame 

(c) Admire  

(d) Reprimand  

 

(vi) What were the things being taken for granted by the people of Alsace? 

(a) Time and learning at school 

(b) Money and power 

(c) Defeats in battles 

(d) Lives of elderly people  

Extract Based Short Answer Questions 

1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

My last French lesson! Why, I hardly knew how to write! I should never learn anymore! I 

must stop here then! Oh, how sorry I was for not learning my lessons, for seeking birds‘ 

eggs, or going sliding on the Saar! My books, that had seemed such a nuisance a while 

ago, so heavy to carry, my grammar, and my history of the saints, were old friends now 

that I couldn‘t give up. And M. Hamel, too; the idea that he was going away, that I should 

never see him again, made me forget about his ruler and how cranky he was. 

(a) Who is ―I‖ referred here?  

(b) How did the narrator react to the declaration that it was their last French lesson?  
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(c) How did the narrator‘s feelings about M Hamel and books change? 

(d) What were the activities that the narrator involved in instead of learning his lessons?  

(e) Find the word from the passage which means the same as ―bad tempered‖.  

(f) How was the atmosphere of the classroom when the narrator entered it?  

 

Answer the following questions in 40 - 50 words 

1. What was so unusual about the school on the last day of French lesson? 

Usually there would be a great bustle of opening and closing of the desk, lesson repeated 

loudly and the teacher‘s ruler rapping on the table but that day was very calm and quiet 

like Sunday morning. The back benches which were usually empty were occupied by the 

village people. M Hamel had put on his beautiful green coat, a frilled shirt, and a little 

black embroidered silk cap. This was the special ceremonial attire which he usually wore 

on days of inspection and prize days. He was pacing up and down with a ruler under his 

arm. 

 

2. ―What a thunderclap these words were to me!‖ What were the words that shocked 

and surprised the narrator? 

M. Hamel announced in the class that an order had come from Berlin to teach only 

German in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine from the next day onwards. It was the last 

French lesson that he would give them. The new master to teach German would come the 

following day. This announcement seemed to be a thunderclap to Franz.  He was left in 

surprise and shock to learn that a new master was going to arrive the next day and they 

would learn German instead of their mother tongue. 

3. Why did the villagers come to the school that day? How did they look? 

The villagers knew that German would be taught in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine 

from the next day onwards. It was their last opportunity to attend French lesson. They 

wanted to extend their gratitude to the teacher M. Hamel for his forty years of faithful 

service to the school. Moreover, they wanted to pay tribute to their mother tongue and 

their country. They were also expressing their patriotism and solidarity with France. All 

the villagers were looking very sad that day. They all had a feeling of guilt for not 

learning their mother tongue even after getting opportunity to learn it for the last many 

years.  

4. According to M. Hamel what were the reasons for the children not learning French?  

According to M. Hamel, the students never learned French in time. They postponed it 

every time. The parents were not anxious enough to have their children learn French. 
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They preferred to put them to work on a farm or at the mills so as to have a little more 

income. M. Hamel himself found faulty for the poor performance of the children in their 

mother tongue. He had often sent them to water his plants instead of learning their 

lessons. Whenever he wanted to go for fishing, he gave them a holiday. 

5. What did M. Hamel say about the French language? What did he ask his people to 

do and why? 

In his last lesson, M Hamel told his students and the villagers that the French language 

was the most beautiful language in the world—the clearest and the most logical. He 

asked them to guard it amongst themselves and never forget it, because when a people 

were enslaved, as long as they held fast to their language, it was as if they had the key to 

their prison. 

6. Franz thinks, ―Will they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?‖ What could 

this mean? 

Franz wondered whether the German rulers would make the pigeons on the roof also to 

sing in German. This question reflects the fear and anxiety of Franz about the imposition 

of German language in the land of France. He feared German atrocities. The language 

was as natural to them as cooing is to the pigeons. Robbing them of it and forcing the 

learning of German on them would be not only difficult but next to impossible. Being 

deprived of the learning of the mother tongue would mean the snapping of all bonds with 

the mother land. The severity of linguistic chauvinism of Germans is shown here. 

 

7. What happened when the church-clock struck twelve?  

The moment the church-clock struck twelve, everyone could hear Angelus. At the same 

moment the trumpets of the Prussian army, returning from drill, were sounded.  M. 

Hamel stood up and he wanted to tell something but his voice was chocked. He gathered 

his strength and wrote on the black board as large as he could – ‗Vive La France‘ and 

dismissed the school. 

 

8. What had been put up on the bulletin-board? 

For the last two years the bulletin-board had been giving bad news of lost battles, the 

draft and the orders of the commanding officer. On that day a notice had been put up 

stating the order from Berlin to teach only German in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine. 

9. How was the last lesson taught by M. Hamel? 

M. Hamel described French as the most beautiful language in the world - the clearest and 

the most logical. He was teaching French with much patience on that day and the students 

and villagers were listening to the lessons with much interest and concentration. He 
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taught grammar, writing and history lessons. Whenever Franz looked up from his writing, 

he found the teacher sitting motionless in his chair and gazing from one thing to the 

other. It seemed to him that the teacher wanted to fix in his mind everything in that little 

class room before leaving the school.   

10. What words did M. Hamel write on the blackboard before dismissing the last class? 

What did they mean?  

Before dismissing the last class, M. Hamel turned to the blackboard, and wrote the 

phrase, ‗Vive La France!‘ as large as he could. These words meant ‗Long live France‘.  

M Hamel‘s great love for his country and his deep sense of patriotism are shown here.  

 

Questions for Practice (Short Answer : 40 – 50 words) 

1. How is the mother tongue important to a person? What does M. Hamel, the teacher say 

about it? 

2. Who were sitting on the back benches of during M. Hamel‘s last lesson? Why? 

3.  How and why was M. Hamel dressed differently that day? 

4.  How did M. Hamel say farewell to his students and the people of the town? 

5. How were the parents and M. Hamel responsible for the children‘s neglect of the French 

language? 

6. What announcement did M. Hamel make? What was the impact of this on Franz? 

7.  What was the order from Berlin and what changes did it cause in the school? 

8. What shows M Hamel‘s love for the French language?  

9.  Franz thinks, ―Will they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?‖ What does this 

tell us about the attitude of the Frenchmen?  

10.  Why didn‘t M. Hamel punish Franz, even though he was late? 

11. What changes have taken place in the school in the last forty years? 

12. How does Hamel arouse patriotism in the people off Alsace? 

Answer the following questions in 120 – 150 words 

1. The order from Berlin banning teaching of French stunned everyone. Comment.  

Value points: 

 Order from Berlin to teach German in school 

 Announcement by M. Hamel shocked everyone 

 Students and elders sat attentively 

 M. Hamel taught patiently 
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 German language would be imposed on them 

 Deprived of their basic right to learn their mother tongue 

 Made the people of Alsace realise that they were going to miss their mother 

tongue 

 Evoked a feeling of patriotism and love for the mother tongue 

 Felt remorse and regret for not giving due importance to the mother tongue earlier 

 M. Hamel became overwhelmed with patriotism at the end of the lesson 

Questions for Practice (Long Answer : 120 – 150 words) 

1. The entire classroom, M. Hamel as well as those present in the class is full of regret. For what 

and why? 

2. Our language is part of our culture and we are proud of it. Describe how regretful M. Hamel 

and the village elders are for having neglected their native language, French.  

3. How different from usual was the atmosphere at school on the day of the last lesson? 

4. Everybody during the last lesson is filled with regret. Comment. 

5. Our native language is part of our culture and we are proud of it. How does the presence of 

village elders in the classroom and M. Hamel‘s last lesson show their love for French? 

6. What feelings and experience did Franz have on the day of the last lesson? 

Answer key 

Extract based MCQs 

Extract No. 

/ Qn. No.  

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi)  

Extract 1 b c d d C a 

Extract 2 b c b d A b 

Extract 3 a c a d C d 

Extract 4 b b a c B d 

Extract 5 c c b d C a 
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Extract based short answer questions 

(a) Franz 

(b) He was shocked to hear that M. Hamel was leaving and that it was his last lesson. He 

realised that he would not be able to read and speak his own mother tongue and regretted 

his lack of interest and carelessness. 

(c) His books, which seemed a nuisance and a burden a while ago, were now his old friends 

whom he could not depart from. He forgot all about M. Hamel‘s horrible ruler and cranky 

nature. 

(d) Seeking birds‘ eggs, or going sliding on the Saar 

(e) Cranky  

(f)  Solemn, strange and sad  

 

LOST SPRING - SUMMARY 

 

Spring is the Season of optimism and hope. Spring is the metaphor of the childhood 

stage in a person‘s life. From birth till late childhood, life for every child is almost the 

beginning of a bright and a shiny future. Childhood is characterized by innocence, physical 

stamina and vitality, tremendous urge for the outdoors and a tremendous appetite for fun and 

play. Activities have no limits. It is also the stage for gaining skill and knowledge, learning 

and going to school. The Lost Spring by Anees Jung is an expression of national shame of 

children condemned to poverty and a life of exploitation. The two protagonists of the chapter, 

Saheb-e-Alam and Mukesh lose their childhood in carrying the burden of poverty and 

illiteracy. In their bleak stories of exploitation, the author finds glimpses of resilience and 

fortitude. 

 

Part A 

The author Anees Jung narrates the pathetic condition of migrant families from Dhaka, 

especially the children. They do rag picking to earn a living. They are denied their right to 

education as they have to support their parents in their struggle for survival. And survival in 

Seemapuri means ragpicking. They consider garbage as gold as it gives them money to live. The 

writer befriends a group of ragpicker boys and strikes up a conversion with Saheb-e- Alam. 

Through him she learns more about their miserable lives and thereby the lives of more than 

10,000 rag-pickers who live in structures of mud, with roofs of tin and tarpaulin. They live in 

pitiful conditions in Seemapuri without drinking water, sewage, drainage and other basic 

amenities. But they continue picking rags as it is the only means to earn their daily bread. For 

adults, garbage is a means of survival but for children it is wrapped in wonder since they are 

hopeful of getting more each day. Sometimes a child can find a silver coin or more in a heap of 

garbage. Most often the ragpicker boys are found barefoot and Saheb once expresses his wish to 

wear a pair of tennis shoes. Later Saheb is found working in a tea stall. He carries a steel canister 

which seems to be heavier than his bag. The author says though he has been paid 800 rupees and 
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all his meals he has lost his carefree look. He is no more his own master and has lost his 

freedom. 

 

Part B 

The author sheds light on another victim of child labour, Mukesh who dreams of 

becoming a motor mechanic. But the child has always worked in the glass making industry. The 

bangle makers get exposed to many health hazards such as losing their eyesight as they work in 

appalling conditions, in dark and dingy cells.  Mukesh‘s father is blind and even his grandfather 

was blind. They take bangle making as a God given lineage which can never be broken. So, the 

bangle makers of Firozabad are burdened and have stopped dreaming unlike Mukesh who wants 

to drive a car. The author comes across Mukesh in Firozabad. His family like other families is 

engaged in making bangles over the generations but Mukesh insists on being his own master. He 

desires to become a motor mechanic. They work in dingy cells without any light or air and sit 

beside bright furnaces with high temperatures. Therefore, many of them become blind at a very 

young age. They don‘t have money to do anything else other than carrying on the profession of 

bangle making. They can‘t organize themselves into a co-operative. They are genuinely afraid of 

being hauled up by police, middlemen and sahukars due to their engaging children in their 

business and doing something illegal. There is no leader among them. They talk of poverty, 

apathy, greed and injustice. The author exposes the nexus of police, bureaucrats, politicians and 

middlemen in Firozabad.  The author is happy to find the dream of doing something else alive 

with Mukesh.  

 

FLOW CHART 

 

Part A : Sometimes I find a rupee in the garbage (Seemapuri) 

 

Anees Jung, the author has an interaction with Saheb, which reveals the 

pitiful lives of the rag pickers in Delhi 

     ↓ 

         

● Saheb - a young ragpicker boy from Seemapuri (Delhi) 

● His family came from Bangladesh due to strong storms and 

famine 

  ↓ 

 

● Helps parents in earning a living like the other children there 

● Stays barefoot 

                                                          ↓ 

 

● He does not go to school 

● But desires to attend school, play tennis, wear tennis shoes 

                                                         ↓ 
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● Later finds him working in a tea stall 

● Seems to be unhappy as he was no more his own master 

 

 

Part B : I want to drive a car ( Firozabad) 

 

 

Mukesh, a boy from a bangle maker‘s family in Firozabad 

Lives in pathetic conditions 

  ↓ 

 

Health hazards - Bangle makers lose their eye-sight owing to the glass-

dust. Their working conditions are very tough. 

 

                                          ↓ 

 

 

Bangle making considered as a God given lineage 

They do not dare to do anything other than bangle making 

 

  ↓ 

 

 

They fail to organize themselves into cooperatives as they are in the trap of 

a vicious circle of middlemen, sahukars, bureaucrats, policemen and 

politicians. Their 'family traditions' and the 'Vicious Circle' keep them in 

this perpetual trap. 

 

 ↓ 

 

But Mukesh seems to be different. He dreams big and wishes to become a 

motor mechanic. 

 

VOCABULARY 

 

Scrounging: seek to obtain (something, typically food or money) at the expense or through the 

generosity of others or by stealth. 

 

Glibly: speaking or spoken carelessly and often insincerely 

 

Abound: exist in large numbers    

 

Bleak: lacking vegetation and exposed to the elements, cold and miserable 
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Perpetual state of poverty: never ending condition of being poor 

 

Desolation    the state of being empty and alone, loneliness 

 

Periphery    outer area, exterior, boundary, border 

 

Squatter:   a person who unlawfully occupies an uninhabited building or land 

 

Transit home:  a temporary home 

 

Discarded:   thrown away 

 

Dingy:  dark, dim 

 

Slog:  work hard 

 

Hovel: a small squalid or simply constructed dwelling 

 

Wobbly    unsteady, shaky 

 

Primeval: prehistoric, ancient 

 

Sizzling : making the sound of, or a sound like, foodcooking in hotoil: 

 

Unkempt: having an untidy appearance. 

 

Shanty town:   a town that is full of small, roughly built huts 

 

Drab:  faded, colourless 

 

Sanctity:  the state of being sacred or holy   

 

Vicious: cruel  

 

Haul up: to call to account or criticize 

 

Apathy: lack of concern 

 

Stigma: dishonour  

 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTIONS 

 

1."Why do you do this?" I ask Saheb whom I encounter every morning scrounging for gold 

in the garbage dumps of my neighborhood. Saheb left his home long ago. Set amidst the 

green fields of Dhaka, his home is not even a distant memory. There were many storms that 

swept away their fields and homes, his mother tells him. That's why they left, looking for 

gold in the big city where he now lives. ―I have nothing else to do,‖ he mutters, looking 

away. "Go to school," I say glibly, realizing immediately how hollow the advice must 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sound
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sound
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/food
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/food
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/hot
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/hot
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/call
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/account
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/criticize
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sound.―There is no school in my neighborhood. When they build one, I will go. "If I start a 

school, will you come?" I ask, half-joking. 

a)Who is ‗I‘ in the above lines? 

Anees Jung, the author is I in the above lines 

 

b)What does she find Saheb doing? 

Saheb is found scrounging for gold in the garbage dumps 

 

c)Where has Saheb‘s family come from and why? 

Saheb‘s family came from Dhaka many years ago as they lost their homes and fields in a storm. 

They were forced to migrate due to famine followed by the calamity. 

 

d)What is the author‘s advice to Saheb? 

She advises Saheb to go to school. 

 

e)Did the author mean what she said? Identify the word that suggests her casual attitude? 

No, she was casual when she advised Saheb to go to school. The word glibly suggests the 

author‘s casual attitude. 

 

f)Why is the author calling garbage as 'gold' in the story? 

Garbage is called gold because of its encashment value 

 

―If I start a school, will you come?‖ I ask, half-joking.―Yes,‖ he says, smiling broadly. A 

few days later I see him running up to me. ―Is your school ready?‖ 

―It takes longer to build a school,‖ I say, embarrassed at having made a promise that was 

not meant. But promises like mine abound in every corner of his bleak world. After months 

of knowing him, I ask him his name. ―Saheb-e-Alam,‖ he announces. He does not know 

what it means. If he knew its meaning — Lord of the universe — he would have a hard 

time believing it. Unaware of what his name represents, he roams the streets with his 

friends, an army of barefoot boys who appear like the morning birds and disappear at 

noon. Over the months, I have come to recognize each of them. 

a) Why does the narrator feel embarrassed? 

The narrator feels embarrassed for making a fake promise. 

b) What does the name of 'Saheb-e-Alam mean? Why is it 

difficult for him to believe the meaning of his name? 

Saheb means- ' Lord of the Universe' It is difficult for 

him to believe the meaning of his name because he is a 

person who doesn‘t even have a roof over his head.  

c) Which literary device is there in Saheb‘s name? 
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Irony  

d) Why do the children roam the streets? 

The children in Seemapuri are partners in survival. They are engaged in rag 

picking and so roam the streets to scrounge in the garbage. 

e) ―an army of barefoot boys who appear like the morning birds and disappear at 

noon.―Identify the literary devices in this line 

                     An army - metaphor, who appear like the morning birds - Simile 

f) Explain the statement ―an army of barefoot boys who appear like the morning 

birds and disappear at noon.‖  

The author uses the simile ‗like birds‘ to describe the manner in which these rag 

pickers converge on and desert the garbage dumps like the scavenger birds 

haunting these dumps. Just like the birds, the boys are free spirited and enjoy and 

revel in their freedom. 

 

 

3. This morning, Saheb is on his way to the milk booth. In his hand is a steel canister. ‗I 
now work in a tea stall down the road,‖ he says, pointing in the distance. ‗I am paid 800 
rupees and all my meals.‖ Does he like the job? I ask. His face, I see, has lost the carefree 
look. The steel canister seems heavier than the plastic bag he would carry so lightly over 
his shoulder. The bag was his. The canister belongs to the man who owns the tea shop. 
Saheb is no longer his own master. 

a) Where is Saheb working and how much is he paid? 

Saheb is working in a tea stall and he is paid 800 rupees and all his meals.  

b) Was he happy working in the tea stall? Why? 

No, Saheb was not happy working in the tea stall. He is burdened by responsibilities and 
has lost his freedom.  

c) Explain ―The steel canister seems heavier than the plastic bag‖ . 

  The bag was his own and there was none to dictate him, whereas the steel canister   

  belonged to his master. He has lost his free will and is burdened by the job at the tea 
stall. 

d) Identify the literary device in the line ―The steel canister seems heavier than the plastic 
bag‖ 

Answer: Irony 

 

 4. ―I will learn to drive a car,‖ he answers, looking straight into my eyes. His dream looms 

like a mirage amidst the dust of streets that fill his town Firozabad, famous for its bangles. 

Every other family in Firozabad is engaged in making bangles. It is the centre of India‘s 

glass-blowing industry where families have spent generations working around furnaces, 

welding glass, making bangles for all the women in the land it seems. Mukesh‘s family is 

among them. None of them know that it is illegal for children like him to work in the glass 

furnaces with high temperatures, in dingy cells without air and light; that the law, if 

enforced, could get him and all those 20,000 children out of the hot furnaces where they 

slog their daylight hours, often losing the brightness of their eyes. Mukesh‘s eyes beam as 

he volunteers to take me home, which he proudly says is being rebuilt.  

a) What do you mean by ―His dream looms like a mirage‖? 
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It means that Mukesh‘s dream of driving a car is unrealistic and indistinct.  

b) What is Firozabad famous for? 

Firozabad is famous for glass bangles.  

c) Pick out a word which means the same as ‗work hard‘ 

Slog 

d) Describe the working conditions of the people in Firozabad 

 The people in Firozabad work in dingy cells without any light or air and sit beside bright 

furnaces with high temperatures. 

e) Do you think Mukesh was happy to take the author home? Why? 

Yes, he was happy to take the author home because he was proud that his house was 

being renovated.  

f) What is the change that will happen if law is enforced in Firozabad?  

If law is enforced in Firozabad around twenty thousand children will be freed from the 

burden of working in the glass bangles industry.  

5. To do anything else would mean to dare. And daring is not part of his growing up. When 

I sense a flash of it in Mukesh I am cheered. ―I want to be a motor mechanic‖, he repeats: 

He will go to a garage and learn. But the garage is a long way from his home. ―I will walk‖, 

he insists, ―Do you also dream of flying a plane?‖ He is suddenly silent. ―No,‖ he says, 

staring at the ground. In his small murmur there is an embarrassment that has not yet 

turned into regret. He is content to dream of cars that he seems hurtling down the streets of 

his town. Few airplanes fly over Firozabad.  

 

a) Why is daring not part of their upbringing for the children of Firozabad? 

The years of mind-numbing toil and exploitation have killed the desire to make new 

initiatives or ability to dream.  In Firozabad, doing anything new needs strong will and 

determination as they have to fight a deep-rooted system of corruption and superstition. 

b) Why is the author cheered? 

The author finds a flash of optimism and courage in Mukesh. He had the courage to think 

differently and dream of a better life. This makes her happy. 

c) What is Mukesh‘s ambition? 

Mukesh wishes to become a motor mechanic. 

d) Explain ―Few airplanes fly over Firozabad.‖ 

He never dreamt of flying a plane as to the slum dwellers in Firozabad, planes were a 

far-fetched reality. Because of the limited exposure in the slums of Firozabad, Mukesh 

dreamt within his means. 
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SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 
PART A 

 

What do you mean by ―Seemapuri, (is) a place on the periphery of Delhi yet miles away 

from it, metaphorically.‖ 

 Geographically, Seemapuri is a place on the outskirts of Delhi. It housed migrants from 

Bangladesh, who earned their living as rag pickers. A run-down place that lacked amenities of 

sewage, drainage, or running water, it was unlike the life of glitter and glamour in Delhi. People 

in Delhi lived a luxurious life in contrast to the poverty prevailing in Seemapuri. 

 

What do you mean by the statement ‗Survival in Seemapuri means rag-picking.‘ 

 Rag pickers who live in Seemapuri on the outskirts of Delhi are very poor. They do not 

have a proper source of income. Since their migration from Bangladesh in 1971 they have been 

engaged in rag picking. It is the only means of survival for them. So survival in Seemapuri 

means rag picking. 

 

Describe the irony in Saheb's name. 

 After months of knowing, the narrator asks Saheb's name. He tells her that he is called " 

Saheb- e- Alam ―. It means' lord of the universe ' . It is quite ironic that the Lord of the Universe ' 

is a young barefoot ragpicker who scrounges for gold in the garbage dumps of Delhi. 

 

Through the years ragpicking has acquired the ' proportions of a fine art ' in Seemapuri. 

Justify the statement. 

In Seemapuri everyone is a partner in survival and hence, a ragpicker. All have to work 

for survival. Actually, they have become professionals and so ragpicking is no more a dull and 

monotonous job.  

Why does the author make the statement ‗The steel canister seems heavier than the plastic 

bag?‘ 

Saheb doesn‘t seem to be happy working at the tea stall. His face doesn‘t show the carefree 

look of the old days though he is paid. He feels bound and burdened. For these reasons the 

author says that ‗The steel canister seems heavier than the plastic bag.‘ 

 

 

PART B 

 " It is his karam , his destiny . " What is Mukesh's family's attitude towards their 

situations?( CBSE 2015 )  

Ans. " It is his karam , his destiny , " says Mukesh's grandmother . She wants to say that they are 

a family of bangle makers. No one in the family can ever break the God - given lineage. They 

know only one job and it is the art of making bangles. She has watched her own husband going 

blind with the dust from the polishing of bangles. Even then, she can't afford to have anything 

else in mind except the making of bangles. She can't think like Mukesh who dreams of becoming 

a motor mechanic. 

 " Listening to them, I see two distinct worlds .... " In the context of Mukesh, the bangle 

maker's son , which two worlds is Anees Jung referring to ?  

( CBSE 2018 )  
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Ans . Anees Jung refers to the two contrasting worlds. She speaks of poor and ignorant bangle 

makers and the world of the sahukars, middlemen, policemen and politicians. They exploit the 

poor bangle makers. The two worlds are of the exploits and the exploited.Mukesh, the bangle 

maker's son, is caught between these two contrasting worlds. 

Which forces conspire to keep the workers in the bangle industry at Firozabad in poverty? 

 The workers in the bangle industry in Firozabad have fallen into the vicious circle of 

middlemen. They don't allow them to organize themselves into a cooperative. The police always 

side with the middlemen to haul up the workers. They are beaten and dragged to jail. Poverty, 

apathy, greed and injustice conspire to make them miserable. 

Why has nothing been changed in Firozabad? 

Though laws have been made against child labour, children still continue to work in the bangle 

industry in Firozabad. The children working in this industry are exploited by money lenders, the 

middlemen and the bureaucrats. In fact, little has moved with the time in the city of bangle 

makers. They are as poor and miserable as they were before. 

How is the line ‗few airplanes fly over Firozabad‘ symbolically significant? 

When asked if Mukesh ever dreams of flying a plane he replies in the negative. Mukesh is 

satisfied with the more tangible and attainable dream related to the fast-moving cars that he 

sees on the streets each day. Airplanes symbolize something distant, just like a far-fetched 

dream and people of Firozabad were not exposed to grand dreams like that. 

 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

The life of bangle makers of Firozabad was full of obstacles which forced them to lead 

a life of poverty and deprivation. Discuss with reference to Lost Spring. 

 

Value Points: Bangle makers born in poverty live in poverty, die in poverty - For 

generations people have been engaged in this trade - Work in inhuman conditions - 

Although they work hard but the profit is meagre - Their hovels have crumbling walls, 

wobbly doors and no windows - They are overcrowded with humans and animals - Social 

customs, traditions, stigma of caste and people in authority combine so that they remain poor 

and uneducated - Money lenders, middlemen, politicians and policemen are all against them - 

Unable to organize themselves into a co- operative due to lack of a leader - They have lost the 

ability to dream - They can only talk but not act to improve their lot. 

 

Give a brief account of the life and activities of the people like Saheb-e-Alam settled in 

Seemapuri. 

Value points:– poor rag pickers / unschooled / barefoot / sometimes taking up odd jobs like 

working at tea stalls - – garbage to them is gold, it is their daily bread, – migrants (squatters) 

from Bangladesh, came to Delhi in 1971 - – their fields and homes swept away in storms - – 

live in structures of mud with roofs of tin and tarpaulin, devoid of sewage, - drainage or running 

water - – have lived for more than 30 years without identity, without permits but with ration 

cards - – no intention of going back to their own country– wherever they find food, they pitch 

their tents. 

 

Choosing a career is the focus of most of the children, when they go to school. In some 

cases, it is up to the children to decide the career they wish to pursue but, in some cases, 

it is the parents who force their views on the children. Children like Mukesh or Saheb 

are left with no choice. Keeping this in mind, write an article in 120 - 150 words. 
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Value Points 

▪ Deciding on a career is one of the most difficult decisions 

▪ Parents know what is best for their children-best well-wishers and guides 

▪ But sometimes decisions can be unfair because the child should be the ultimate judge 

▪ If the child is forced into something that he does not like- may end up 

being a failure. All careers are equally good- what matters is how best 

one can shine in it. 

 

What forces conspire to keep the workers in the bangle industry of Firozabad in poverty? 

 

Caught in two distinct worlds – one is of the bangle makers who continue to live in poverty and 

destitution 

Lead a life of poverty and misery – lack of enough money to do anything except carry on the 

business of making bangles – families have spent generations working around furnaces, 

welding glass, making bangles for all the women in the land – young men who learn the art of 

making bangles from their elders follow in their footsteps – years of mind numbing toil have 

killed all initiative and ability to dream – carry on the job of making bangles 

 

Do not have a leader to organize them into a cooperative and improve their economic 

conditions – vicious circle of the sahukars, the middlemen, the keepers of the law, the 

bureaucrats and the politicians – both these worlds have imposed the baggage on the child that 

he cannot put down. Before he is aware, he accepts it as did his father. To do anything else 

would mean to dare. So this forces the workers to continue working in the bangle industry – 

thus lead a life of misery and poverty. 

 

 ‗Lost Spring‘ explains the grinding poverty and traditions that condemn 

thousands of people to a life of abject poverty. Do you agree? Why / Why 

not? (CBSE) 

Yes – duly supported by examples from text, – both caught in the vicious cycle of poverty, 

apathy, affected by the greed of others, injustice, – lost childhood or spring of life 

Mukesh‘s story – bangle making industry, – caught in the web of middlemen, politicians, 

policemen, the keepers of law, bureaucrats, – lose all spirit and ability to dream 

Saheb-e-Alam‘s story, – rag picker, scrounging for gold, walking barefoot, got job, not 

happy because of no freedom, lost childhood, – any other relevant point. 

 

 

 Mukesh and other bangle makers are unable to break out of the vicious circle of poverty due 

to the collision of government agencies, Sahukars, middlemen and the police. What are the 

values that are lacking in these people? Write an article discussing these values. 

Value Points 

▪ Poverty is the greatest disgrace and the worst stigma on the face of a civilized world. 

▪ The poor need our sympathy and empathy to break open the barriers around them 

▪ The poor also should have a desire to live a life of dignity, inculcate a progressive 

approach to make use of free educational facilities provided by the government. 

▪ Unless the poor have the inclination to improve no social welfare agencies can be of 

any help. The deprived should break out of the web of ancestral professions and 

boycott all kind of manipulation done by the middlemen. 
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DEEP WATER  

                               -WILLIAM .O. DOUGLAS 

‗Deep Water‘is an excerpt taken from William Douglas‘ autobiography ‗Of Men and 

Mountains‟. In this lesson the author William Douglas talks about his fear of water and how he 

finally overcame it. He developed his aversion to water at the tender age of 3 or 4 when he was 

knocked down by the waves on California Beach. Another misadventure at the YMCA 

poolfurther aggravated his fear. This fear of water haunted him for years. Finally with the help of 

an instructor and his strong will power and untiring endeavours he overcame his fear. He swam 

in different pools and lakes to ensure that his deep rooted fear of water was completely 

eradicated. 

This lesson conveys the message that with courage, perseverance and a strong will power one 

can turn the impossible into possible.  

SUMMARY 

When Douglas was ten or eleven years old he decided to learn swimming. His mother had 

warned him against learning swimming in the treacherous Yakima River by keeping fresh in his 

mind the details of each drowning in the river. He chose the YMCA pool for safety reasons. It 

was only two or three feet at its shallow end and the other end was about nine feet deep. Douglas 

had aversion to the water from the beginning. When he was three or four years old his father 

took him to the beach of California where a wave knocked him down and swept over him. His 

father took it lightly but the overpowering force of the water experienced by Douglas, terrified 

him. The YMCA pool revived those early fears. But soon he gathered enough confidence and 

started to learn swimming by imitating other boys. He had begun to feel at ease in the water 

when the ‗misadventure‘ happened which escalated his fear. 

One day he reached the pool early when no one was around. He feared to go alone in the water, 

so he sat at the side of the pool to wait for others. He had not been there for long when in came a 

big bruiser of a boy, who played a deadly prank on him. Without any warning he simply picked 

Douglas up and tossed him into the deeper end of the pool. Douglas landed in a sitting position 

and went at once to the bottom. He was frightened but not out of wits. On his way down he 

planned: as soon as his feet hit the bottom he would make a big jump, come to the surface, and 

paddle to the edge of the pool. His way down seemed endless, those nine feet were more like 

ninety and his lungs filled with water were ready to burst. When his feet finally hit the bottom, 

he mustered all his strength and made a great spring but in vain. He came up slowly, he grew 
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panicky, he yelled for help but swallowed water instead. He was suffocating. Then his eyes and 

nose came out of water but before his mouth could come out a great force pulled him under 

again. He tried to bring his legs up but they hung as dead weights, paralysed and rigid. His lungs 

ached, head throbbed and he grew dizzy. He tried to jump again but his limbs would not move at 

all. He looked for ropes, ladders and water wings but found himself surrounded by dirty yellow 

water. When he went down for the third time, he gave up all his efforts. He accepted his 

approaching death and felt peace. He then crossed to oblivion. 

On gaining his consciousness, he found himself lying on stomach beside the pool, vomiting. The 

terror that he had experienced in the pool haunted him for years. Whenever he went near water, 

the terror would seize him. His legs would paralyze and icy horror would grab his heart. The fear 

spoilt his expeditions of canoeing, swimming and fishing. 

Finally, he decided to overcome his fear. He hired an instructor to learn swimming.He went to a 

pool and under the guidance and supervision of his instructor he practiced there five days a 

week. The instructor put a belt around him. A rope attached to the belt went through a pulley that 

ran on an overhead cable. He held on the end of the rope and went across the pool. This they 

practised for three months. Then Douglas was made to practise to put his face under water and 

exhale, raise his nose and inhale. Next the instructor held him at the side of the pool and had him 

kick with his legs. With continuous practice he was able to command his legs. In seven months 

the instructor built a swimmer out of Douglas and he was able to swim confidently in the pool. 

However, he was not sure if the old fear had left him completely. So he went to Lake 

Wentworth, dived off at Triggs Island and swam two miles across the lake to Stamp Act Island. 

The old sensation returned in miniature but he was able overcome it. To further test his 

swimming prowess, he went to Warm Lake and swam across to the other shore and back. This 

time the terror did not reappear, he emerged triumphant. He had finally conquered his fear. 

His terror of water and his conquest of it, gave him an insight into the meaning of life and death. 

He had experienced the fear of death as well as the sensation of dying, so the will to live grew up 

in him.  The lesson conveys the message that we can overcome any fear that comes our way 

without letting the fear overpower us.  
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LESSON AT A GLANCE 

I William Douglas‘      

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

II. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Douglas‘ 

aversion to water 
Began at the age of 3 or 4 

Visited California Beach 

with his father 
Knocked down by waves, felt suffocated and 

frightened 

The terror of overpowering force of the 

waves gripped his heart 

Misadventure at the YMCA pool 

at the age of tenor eleven he decided to 

learn swimming at the YMCA pool. 

It was safe. It was only two or three feet deep 

at the shallow end and nine feet at the deeper 

end. 

 

 

h 

He observed other boys and tried to learn by 

aping them. He had begun to feel at ease when the 

misadventure happened 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- one day he reached the pool when no one was there 

–so decided to sit on the side of pool and wait-

unexpectedly an eighteen year old boy picked him 

and tossed him into the deeper end. 

- He landed in a sitting position, swallowed water and went at once to the bottom-

got frightened but planned that as soon as his feet hit the bottom, he would make a 

big jump and come to the surface, lie flat and paddle to the edge of the pool. - nine 

feet appeared to be ninety –his lungs ached, his legs became rigid and paralysed- he 

tried thrice to hit the bottom with all his might to spring upwards but failed-finally 

gave up all his efforts and crossed to oblivion 
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III.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV 

 

 

 

 

 

GLOSSARY 

Treacherous Dangerous/deceptive 

Aversion Dislike 

Revived Brought back 

Aping Copying /Imitating 

Misadventure Accident 

Bruiser Bully 

Summoned Gathered 

Saved but handicapped 

by fear of water 

-- On regaining consciousness he found himself lying on 

his stomach and vomiting. 

-- he never went back to the pool.-- he started avoiding 

water , whenever he went near water, the terror would seize 

him, his legs would get paralysed and icy horror would 

grab his heart. 

--this fear deprived him of the joy of fishing, boating, 

canoeing and swimming  

Determined to overcome 

his FEAR 

-- decided to get an instructor—practiced five days a week—a 

rope attached to belt around him went through a pulley that 

ran on an overhead cable—went back and forth across the 

pool for three months. -- repeated the exercise of putting his 

face under water and exhale and to raise his nose and inhale.--

-thus ,piece by piece, the instructor built a swimmer out of 

Douglas in six months. 

---however Douglas wanted to ensure that he had completely 

overcome his fear, so he went to Lake Wentworth and Warm 

Lake to swim .---tiny vestiges of fear still gripped—but he 

challenged the fear and swam  on–he had conquered his fear.  
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Flail To move arms and legs in uncontrolled way 

Oblivion Forgetfulness 

Exertion Tiring 

Wobbly Unstable 

Cascade Waterfall 

Vestiges Remnant of something 

Residual Left over 

 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTIONS: 

I) It happened when I was tenor eleven years old. I had decided to learn to swim. There was 

a pool at YMCA in Yakima that offered exactly the opportunity. The Yakima River 

was treacherous. Mother continually warned against it and kept fresh in mind the 

details of each drowning in the river. But the YMCA pool was safe. 

a) Who is ‗I‘ in the above lines? 

Ans: ‗I‘ refers to Douglas/ the author. 

b) Why did not mother allow ‗I‘ to learn swimming in the Yakima River? 

Ans: Many people had drowned in the river and she was worried of his safety. 

c) What opportunity was offered by the YMCA pool? 

Ans: It offered him safety to learn swimming. 

d) How was YMCA a safe pool? 

Ans: It was two or three feet deep at the shallow end and nine feet at the deeper end. 

II) My introduction to YMCA swimming pool revived unpleasant memories and childish 

fears. But after a little while, I gathered confidence. I paddled with my new water 

wings, watching the other boys and trying to learn by aping them. I did this  two or 

three times on different days and was just beginning to feel at ease in the water when 

the misadventure happened. 

a) Why did he choose the YMCA pool? 

Ans: He chose the YMCA pool for safety reasons. 
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b) Which unpleasant memories were revived? 

Ans: His unpleasant visit to the beach of California where he was knocked down by the 

waves and was almost buried in water. The overpowering force of the waves had terrorized 

him. 

c) How did he try to learn to swim? 

Ans: He tried to learn by aping other boys. 

d) What was the ‗misadventure‘ the author is referring to? 

     Ans: The incident of being tossed by a boy into the deeper end of the pool. 

III) Then all the efforts ceased. I relaxed. Even my legs felt limp: and a blackness swept 

over my brain. It wiped out fear; it wiped out terror. There was no more panic. It was 

quiet and peaceful. Nothing to be afraid of. This is nice to be drowsy…. To go to 

sleep….no need to jump…. Its nice to be carried gently…..to float along in 

space…..tender arms around me…..tender arms like mother‘s…..now I must go to 

sleep…. 

a) Why did he give up his efforts? 

     Ans: His early efforts all went in vain and now he was too exhausted to try again. 

b) Why there was no more terror or panic? 

Ans : He accepted his approaching death that wiped his terror and panic 

c) What state was the author going through? 

Ans: He was going through the unconscious state of mind? 

d) Which word in the above lines mean same as ‗feeling sleepy‘? 

Ans: Drowsy 

IV) A few years later when I came to know about the waters of the Cascades, I wanted to get 

into them. And whenever I did-whether I was wading the Tieton or Bumping River or 

bathing in the Warm Lake of the Great Rocks- the terror that had seized  me in the 

pool would come back. It would take possession of me completely. My legs would 

become paralysed. Icy horror would grab my heart? 

a) Why was the author afraid to get into water? 

Ans: He would be filled with fear, recalling his near death drowning experience at the 

YMCA pool. 

b) What would happen when he try to get into water? 
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Ans: Terror would take possession of him completely. His legs would become paralysed and 

icy horror would grab his heart. 

c) Icy horror would grab my heart- Identify the literary device used in the statement. 

Ans: Personification. 

d) Pick up the word from the above lines which mean same as‘Waterfall‘? 

Ans: Cascades. 

V) I laughed and said, ―Well, Mr. Terror, what do you think you can do to me?‖ It fled and I 

swam on. 

a) Who is addressed as Mr. Terror? 

Ans: Water is addressed as Mr. Terror. 

b) Why did the narrator laugh? 

Ans : because he was confident of defeating his fear> 

c) Why did Mr. Terror flee? 

Ans: It could not frighten the author. 

d) Where was the author swimming? 

Ans: He was swimming in Lake Wentworth in New Hampshire. 

Short Answer Type Questions 

Q 1. What was the ‗Misadventure‘ that happened at the YMCA pool? 

1. William Douglas had decided to learn to swim at the YMCA pool for safety reasons. He 

had begun to overcome the fear and the childhood aversion to water when the 

‗misadventure‘ happened. That particular day he had reached the pool earlier than usual. 

He decided to wait for others as he feared to go alone in the water. Then, came an 

eighteen year bully of a boy, who without any  warning picked him and tossed him into 

the deeper end. Douglas went at once to the bottom in his sitting position itself. He was 

nearly drowned. This misadventure haunted him for many years. 

Q 2. How did the ‗Misadventure‘at YMCA affect him? 

Ans: The misadventure had a haunting experience on him for many years. He never went 

back to the pool. He started avoiding water. Even after growing up, whenever he tried to get 

into water, the old fear gripped his mind, his legs would paralyze and icy horror would grasp 

his heart. It deprived him the pleasures of fishing, boating, swimming or any other water 

related activity. 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

111 
 

 Q3. What did he, finally, decide to do to overcome his fear of water? 

 Ans: The near death experience of drowning at the YMCA pool deeply shook him down to his 

heart. The haunting terror of water continued to stay with him as the tears rolled by. The fear 

ruined his joys of boating, canoeing, fishing and swimming. He could not enjoy the pleasures of 

water related activities with his friends. Finally, he decided to hire an instructor to help him 

overcome his fear of water. 

Q4. How did the instructor ‗build a swimmer‘ out of Douglas? 

Ans: The instructor was an expert. He made him practice in a pool five days a week; an hour 

each day. 

a) He put a belt around him and a rope was attached to the belt which went through a   

pulley that ran an overhead cable which was held by the instructor by the end. With 

this rope he went back and forth in the pool. This went on for three months.   

b) He then taught Douglas to put his face under water and exhale and then to raise his 

nose to inhale 

c) Next he held Douglas at the side of the pool and had him kick with his legs.  

Thus, bit by bit, he built a swimmer out of Douglas. After seven months, the integrated 

and whole swimmer was put in the pool to swim on his own. 

Q5. How did Douglas remove his residual doubts about his fear of water? 

Ans: Douglas, under the training of his instructor, was built into a good swimmer and he 

swam with ease in the pool. But he was not satisfied so he went to Lake Wentworth, dived 

off a dock at Triggs Island and swam two miles across the lake to Stamp Act Island; only 

once did the terror return, when he was in the middle of the lake but this time he brushed it 

off and swam on. To further clear his residual doubts, he went to Warm Lake and swam 

across to the other shore and back. He had finally conquered his fear of water. 

Long Answer Type Questions 

Q1. What was the incident that nearly killed Douglas and developed in him a strong aversion 

to water? 

Ans: Douglas was about four or five years old when he visited a beach in California with his 

father. While standing in the surf the waves knocked him down and swept over him. The 

overpowering force of the waves frightened him and he developed a fear of water. 
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When he was ten or eleven years old, he decided to learn to swim at the YMCA pool for safety 

reasons. He had just begun to feel at ease in the water when the misadventure happened. One 

day, as he was sitting all alone at the edge of the pool, a well-built bully tossed him into the 

deeper end of the pool. He was almost killed. This near death experience instilled a deep fear of 

water in him. The misadventure aggravated his fear and developed in him a strong aversion to 

water He avoided water whenever he could.  Whenever he tried to get into water the terror that 

seized him in the pool would take possession of him. His legs would become paralysed and icy 

horror would grab his heart. The handicap stayed with him as the years rolled by and deprived 

him of the water related activities. Finally, he decided to overcome his fear by hiring an 

instructor to learn to swim. 

Q2. Describe the efforts made by Douglas to save himself from drowning in the YMCA pool? 

Ans: Douglas had decided to learn to swim in the YMCA pool for safety reasons. He had begun 

to enjoy himself in water when the ‗misadventure‘ happened. One day he reached the pool when 

no one else was there, he was too timid to get into the pool alone. He sat at the edge of the pool 

to wait for others when a big bruiser of a boy, without any warning, picked him up and tossed 

into the deep end of the pool. Douglas landed in the water in a sitting position, swallowed water, 

and went at once to the bottom. He was shocked and frightened but not too frightened to be out 

of wits. On his way down he planned that when his feet hit the bottom, he would make a big 

jump, come to the surface, lie flat on it and paddle to the edge of the pool. 

But his way down seemed a long journey, the nine feet seemed more than ninety and before he 

reached the bottom his lungs were ready to burst. When his feet hit the bottom he mustered all 

his strength and made a jump that he thought was a great spring and imagined himself bob to the 

surface like a cork. Instead, he came up slowly. He opened his eyes only to find dirty yellow 

water around him, he grew panicky, he tried to yell for help but no sound came out, he felt 

suffocating he tried to reach for ropes, ladder, water wings but his hands clutched only water. 

Before his mouth could come out to the surface he was pulled down by a great force of water. He 

tried to bring his legs up, but they hung as dead weights, paralysed and rigid. He tried to make a 

big jump for the second time but his efforts failed. When he started down a third time he was too 

exhausted to try to save himself. He accepted his approaching death which wiped out his fear, he 

felt peaceful and found himself losing consciousness. When he regained his consciousness he 

found himself lying beside the pool, vomiting. This near drowning experience deeply affected 

him and the terror of water haunted him for years. 
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Q3. ―All we have to fear is to fear itself‖. Describe Douglas‘ experiences which led to the 

making of this statement. 

Ans: Douglas had an aversion to water since his early childhood but when he was ten or eleven 

years old decided to learn to swim at the YMCA pool. He had just begun to get over his fear of 

water when the ‗misadventure‘ happened. He was tossed into the deeper end of the pool by a 

bully. He was almost drowned, his near death experience left a deep impression on his mind. The 

terror had seized him in the pool would come back. It would take possession of him completely. 

The fear stayed with him as the years rolled by. This handicap deprived of the joy of canoeing, 

boating and swimming. Finally he hired an instructor to learn to swim. Under his expert 

instructions and guidance Douglas was able to swim confidently in a pool with in seven months. 

However to ensure that he had conquered his fear of water, he went to Lake Wentworth and 

swam two miles across the lake to Stamp Act Island. Only once did the terror return which he 

was able to brush it aside easily. Then he swam across the shore and back in Warm Lake which 

cleared even his residual doubts. He had finally conquered his fear of water. 

Douglas had experienced both the sensation of dying and terror that the fear of death can cause. 

Thus the will to live grew intense in him. Through this account he conveys a deeper message of 

hope, struggle an 

                                                              

 

THE RATTRAP 

Characters:  

1. A tramp with rattraps, 2. A crofter, 3. Master Smith in the Ramsjo Iron Mill in Sweden, 4. 

Helpers in the Mill – blacksmiths, 5. Iron mill owner, 6. Edla Willmansson – daughter of the Iron 

Mill owner.  

The Title: 

The Rattrap is an appropriate title as it is the story of a rattrap peddler. The author has used the 

metaphor of a Rattrap to highlight the human predicament. Just as a rat is fooled by bait and gets 

trapped, most human beings also fall into the trap of material benefits. The story revolves around 

the incident of a man getting trapped due to his greed. Hence, the title is an apt one.  

Theme: 

The human beings are prone to fall into the trap of material benefits. It is the human tendency to 

redeem oneself from dishonest ways. Hence, the whole world is called a big rattrap which tempts 

the people towards its materialistic benefits, and brings about their doom and never-ending 

predicament. It also highlights the themes like human loneliness, status and treatment meted out 

to have-nots and callous attitude of society and government towards such people. One of the 
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themes is that man is inherently good by nature. The society and environment make them bad. 

Human goodness and kindness can bring about the change in their attitude.  

Summary: 

The main story of The Rattrap is set amongst the mines of Sweden, which are rich in iron ore. 

Selma Lagerlof told the story like a fable. The story is set around the main character, The 

Rattrap, who is a poor man with a miserable condition. He was physically weak and wore torn 

clothes. He looked famished. He was not like this, but circumstances made him poor and 

thieving. He was a sad vagabond and roamed in search of work to meet both ends. 

One day, he got the idea that the whole world was a rattrap. He feels that the world is made for 

rich people who have shelter and food. The rattrap offered cheese and pork, and as soon as 

anyone was tempted to touch it, it closed on him and everything came to an end. It was a cold 

evening, and he reached a cottage to ask for a night shelter due to the excessive cold outside. The 

old crofter, who was living alone, therefore, welcomes the peddler. 

The crofter also wanted company from someone. Therefore, he decided to welcome the peddler, 

and he gave him hot food and tobacco to smoke. Both of them play cards and engage while 

talking. Thus, during their conversations, the peddler comes to know that the crofter got thirty 

kronor in payment for selling milk, which he keeps in a pouch on the window frame. The 

stranger saw him keeping the money in a leather pouch and hung it from the window. 

The next morning, both men got up in a good mood. The crofter was in a hurry to milk his cow, 

and therefore, they left the cottage at the same time. Then, after half an hour, the peddler came 

back to the cottage to steal the money. Therefore, after stealing the money, he felt pleased with 

his smarts. 

So, he decided to leave the public highways, and he turned off the road and went into the woods. 

Thus, he lost his way in the jungle, and he walked and walked without ever coming to the end of 

the woods. He couldn‘t find a way to get out of the jungle, and hence, the thoughts about the 

world and rattrap. This time, it was his turn to become ―fooled by a bait and have been caught.‖ 

In the woods, he meets an ironmaster who took him as his old comrade. Therefore, the 

ironmaster invites the peddler for a Christmas party but the peddler denied to join. Then. Elda, 

the ironmaster‘s daughter convinced him to join them. In the meantime, he feels bad about 

stealing the crofter‘s money. They assist the peddler in getting a makeover, dressing him in nice 

clothes, and shaving his beard. The ironmaster then realises he made a mistake; the peddler was 

not his comrade. 

As a result, the ironmaster suspects him of deception and decides to report him. Edla, on the 

other hand, insists on allowing him to stay and celebrate Christmas with them. Her father agrees, 

and the two of them spend Christmas together. The ironmaster and Edla learn the next day from 

the church that the peddler was a thief after the incident at the old crofter‘s. They rush home, 

convinced that he has stolen all the silver. To their surprise, however, the peddler did not steal 

anything. He left Edla a note and a gift in the form of a tiny rattrap. There was also a note 

thanking her for her kindness in rescuing him from the rattrap he had become entangled in. Most 

importantly, he left the crofter‘s money and requested that it be returned to him. We learn that 

compassion and empathy can change the world; moreover, it teaches us that material possessions 

never bring inner joy; only love and reverence does. 
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Vocabulary: 

Rattrap (a trap for catching rats)  

Monotonous (dull)  

Vagabond (wanderer)  

Bait (lure)  

Snare (trap)  

Trudge (a long difficult walk)  

Incredulous (unbelievable)  

Thicket (bushes)  

Perspiration (sweat)  

Dangling (swinging)  

Tramp (a person who travels from place to place on foot in search of work or as a vagrant or 

beggar).  

Modest (polite)  

Foreboding (fearful apprehension)  

Queer (strange) 

 

Major Concepts: 

 

Poor vagabond, wearing 

shabby ragged clothes 

Begging, petty thievery, 

selling rattraps 

Considered the entire world 

as a big rattrap 

He himself got trapped – 

stole 30 kronor of the old 

crofter 

Takes advantage of the 

situations 

Goodness left in him was 

brought to surface by kind 

Edla 

Transformed himself and 

returned the stolen money to 

the crofter through Edla 

Kind, 

compassionate, 

shy, modest, 

humble and 

great host. 

Extremely 

sharp 

observation, 

persuasive 

In a subtle way 

brings out the 

hidden but 

inherent 

Character traits 

of the Rattrap 

Seller 
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Extract based questions with answers: 

 

Read the passage and answer the questions- 

 

Passage 1. 

 

1. Once upon a time there was a man who went around selling small rattraps of wire. He made 

them himself at odd moments, from the material he got by begging in stores or at the big farms. 

But even so, the business was not especially profitable, so he had to resort to both begging and 

petty thievery to keep body and soul together. Even so, his clothes were in rags, his cheeks were 

sunken, and hunger gleamed in his eyes. 

 

Questions- 

goodness of 

the peddler 

Aptly deserve 

the title – 

honourable 

and noble 

Owner of a 

large iron 

factory 

named 

Ramsjo 

Ironwok 

Kind hearted 

and friendly. 

Mistakes the 

peddler as 

his old 

friend 

 Was an 

army officer 

earlier 

Hasty and 

haughty in 

temperament  

The Iron Master 

Edla Willmansson 

Every human being has an essential goodness that can be 

awakened through understanding and love 
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1. How did the man make rattraps? 

2. When did he make rattraps? 

3. What did he do to sustain himself? 

4. Which words or phrases in the passage indicate that he was very poor? 

 

Answers-  

1. He made rattraps from the material he got begging in old stores or at the big farms. 

2. He made them at odd moments. 

3. He resorted to begging or petty thievery to sustain himself. 

4. His clothes were in rags. His cheeks were sunken. Hunger gleamed in his eyes. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Passage 2. 

 
He had naturally been thinking of his rattraps when suddenly he was struck by the idea that the 

whole world about him- the whole world with its lands and seas, its cities and villages- was 

nothing but a big Rattrap. It had never existed for any other purpose than to set baits for people. 

It offered riches and joys, shelter and food, heat and clothing, exactly as the rattrap offered 

cheese and pork, and as soon as anyone let himself be tempted to touch the bait, it enclosed on 

him, and then everything came to an end. 

 

Questions - 

1.What idea came to his mind? Who was he? 

2. What are the temptations in the world that serve as a bait to trap a noble man?  

3. What is used as a bait to tempt a rat? 

4. How is this world a big rattrap? 

 

Answers -  

1. The idea came to his mind that the whole world about him was a big rattrap. He was a peddler. 

2. All the worldly things like riches, joy, food, clothing etc. serve as a bait to trap a noble man. 

3. Pork and cheese 

4. Just as a rat is trapped when it touches the piece of pork or cheese, similarly a noble man is 

tempted by worldly things and loses his goodness. In this way, this world is a big rattrap. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Passage 3. 

 

The old man was just as generous with his confidences as with his porridge and tobacco. The 

guest was informed at once that in his days of prosperity his host had been a crofter at Ramsjo 

Ironworks and had worked on the land. Now that he was no longer able to do day labour, it was 

his cow which supported him. Yes, that bossy was extraordinary. She could give milk for the 

creamery every day, and last month he had received all of thirty kronor in payment. 

 

Questions - 

1. Who was the old man? How did he welcome the guest? 

2. Who is the guest referred to in this passage. 

3. How did the crofter sustain himself financially? 

4. Find the word from the passage which means ‗very unusual or remarkable.‘ 

Answers – 
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1. The old man was a crofter. He lived alone in a wayside cottage. He welcomed the guest with 

porridge and tobacco. 

2. The Rattrap seller is the guest referred to here. 

3.The crofter had a cow. He sold the milk to a creamery. Thus, he supported himself financially. 

4. Extraordinary 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Passage 4. 

 

"Please don't think that I have such a fine home that you cannot show yourself there." He said.... 

"Elizabeth is dead, as you may have already heard. My boys are abroad, and there is no one at 

home except my eldest daughter and myself. We were just saying that it was too bad we don't 

have any company for Christmas. Now come along with me and help us make the Christmas 

food disappear a little faster." But the stranger said no, and no, and the ironmaster saw the he 

must give in. 

 

Questions – 

1. Who is the narrator in this passage? To whom is he speaking? 

2. What did the speaker say about his wife and children? 

3. What invitation did the narrator offer to the stranger? Who was the stranger? 

4. Find out a word/phrase from the passage which means "to surrender" or accept defeat" 

 

Answers – 

1. The narrator is the ironmaster. He is speaking to the peddler. 

2. He said that his wife had already died and his children lived in a foreign country. 

3. The narrator invited the stranger to stay with him over the Christmas Eve and have food. The 

stranger was a peddler. He sold rattraps. 

4. Give in. 

 

Passage 5. 

 

The wagon had hardly stopped at the front steps when the ironmaster asked the valet whether the 

stranger was still there. He added that he had heard at church that the man was a thief. The valet 

answered that the fellow had gone and that he had not taken anything with him at all. On the 

contrary, he had left behind a little package which Miss Willmansson was to be kind enough to 

accept as a Christmas present. 

 

Questions – 

1. What did the ironmaster ask the valet? 

2. What was the news at church? 

3. What was the answer of the valet? 

4. What did the peddler leave behind and why? 

 

Answers– 

1. The ironmaster asked the valet whether the stranger was still there. 

2. At church, there was the news of theft at crofter‘s house and the thief was that peddler who 

stayed in ironmaster‘s house. 
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3. The valet answered that the fellow had gone and that he had not taken anything with him at 

all. 

4. The peddler left behind a little package because in this way he wanted to thank Miss 

Willmansson and gift her the Christmas present. 

 

Short Answer Type Questions 

1. From where did the peddler get the idea of the world being a rattrap? 

 

The tramp went around selling small rattraps made of scrap wire. One day he was struck by the 

idea that the whole world was nothing but a big rattrap. It existed only to set baits for people. It 

offered riches and joys, shelter and food, heat and clothing in the same manner as the rattrap 

offered cheese. As soon as someone let himself be tempted to touch the bait, it closed in on him 

and then everything came to an end. 

 

2. Why did the peddler derive pleasure from his idea of the world as a rattrap? 

 

The world had never been kind to the peddler so it gave him unwanted joy to think ill of it by 

considering it as a rattrap. It became his cherished pastime to think of people he knew who had 

let themselves be caught in the dangerous snare and of others who were still circling around the 

bait in the rattrap. 

 

3. Did the rattrap maker expect the kind of hospitality that he received from the crofter? 

 

The peddler was surprised at the kind of hospitality that he received at the crofter‘s home. He 

was invited inside with a smile and he was made to feel quite welcome instead of the usual 

hostile and sour faces that he met. He was served hot porridge for supper and the crofter shared 

his pipe tobacco with him. They also played a game of cards. Thus, the tramp was treated well 

by the crofter which was unexpected. 

4. Why was the crofter so talkative and friendly with the peddler? 

 

The crofter was lonely. He lived alone in his cottage without a wife, a child or any companion. 

Since he suffered from acute loneliness, he was extremely happy when he got the peddler‘s 

company. That is why he was so talkative and friendly with the peddler. 

 

5. ‗The next day both men got up in good season‘. Why? Who are the men and what did 

they do after getting up? 

 

The two men are the old crofter and the rattrap peddler. The crofter got up early in the morning 

to milk his cow. His guest also wanted to get up because the host was up. Both left the cottage at 

the same time. The crofter locked the door and put the key in his pocket. Thereafter they both 

bade each other goodbye and went their own way. 

 

6. The old man was just as generous with his confidences as with his porridge and tobacco.‘ 

What personal information did he impart to his guest?  

 

The crofter was generous not just with his porridge and tobacco but also with his confidences 

with the peddler. He informed the peddler that he had been a crofter but now his cow supported 
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him. She would give milk for the creamery every day, and last month he had even received thirty 

kronor as payment. 

 

7. Did the peddler respect the confidence reposed in him by the crofter? 
 

The peddler betrayed the trust that the crofter had on him by breaking the window pane and 

removing the thirty kronor from the leather pouch, he had seen the crofter keeping the money in 

the pouch and hanging it on a nail near the window frame. 

 

8. Why did the peddler keep to the woods after leaving the crofter‘s cottage? How did he 

feel?  

 

The peddler discards the public highway and keeps to the woods after leaving the crofter‘s 

cottage because he wants to avoid being caught with the thirty kronor that he had stolen from the 

crofter‘s house. He walks through mazes of forest paths but lands nowhere. When he realizes he 

has been trapped he feels extremely tired and sinks to the ground in despair. 

 

9. Why did the blacksmith fail to notice the entry of the peddler in the forge? 
 

The forge was a noisy place. The big bellows groaned and the burning coal made cracking 

sounds. The fire boy was shovelling charcoal into the furnace noisily. A waterfall roared outside. 

Sharp north wind made the rain strike the brick-tiled roof. Hence the blacksmith did not notice 

the peddler entering the forge. 

 

10. Why did the iron master speak kindly to the peddler and invite him home?  

 

The iron master walked closely up to the peddler and looked him over very carefully. Due to the 

uncertain reflection from the furnace, he mistook the man as his old regimental comrade Captain 

Von Stahle. He addressed the stranger as Nils Olof and invited him home to spend the Christmas 

with him and his daughter. 

 

11. Why didn‘t the stranger tell the ironmaster that he was not Nils Olof? 
 

When the ironmaster mistakes the stranger for Captain Nils Olof, an old regimental comrade, the 

stranger decides not to correct him as hopes to get a couple of kronor from the ironmaster. So, he 

does not want to undeceive him all at once. 

 

12. Did the stranger agree to go to the ironmaster‘s house? Why or why not? 

 

Initially the stranger declined the ironmaster‘s invitation. He had the stolen thirty kronor on him 

and thought it was like going into the lion‘s den. But then he accepted the ironmaster‘s invitation 

because Edla‘s sympathy and compassion allayed his fears and her friendly manner made him to 

have confidence in her. 

 

13. What doubts did Edla have about the peddler? 
 

Just as Edla lifted the peddler‘s hat, he jumped up abruptly and seemed to be quite frightened. 

Her kind looks, her compassionate and friendly nature was unable to calm him. She thought that 

it looked as if he had stolen something or had escaped from jail. 
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14. What two plans did the iron master reveal to his daughter at the breakfast on 

Christmas Eve? How did the daughter react? 
 

The iron master firstly decided that the old regimental comrade (the peddler) had to gain some 

flesh on his bones. Then he must choose a different profession and not run around the country 

selling rattraps. The daughter reacted by saying that the previous night there was no indication to 

show that he had once been an educated man. 

 

15. How did the peddler defend himself against not having revealed his true identity? 

 

The peddler explained that he had no pretensions regarding his true identity. He was not at fault. 

All along he had maintained that he was a poor trader. He had requested to be allowed to stay 

alone. He was willing to put on his rags again and go away. 

 

16. Why did Edla plead with her father not to send the vagabond away? 
 

Edla pleaded with her father not to send the vagabond away as it was Christmas eve and she 

wanted to keep the spirit of Christmas alive. She wanted to provide the vagabond with a day of 

comfort and solace. She justified that they had invited him against his will and since he was 

lonely, she wanted to do something special for him on Christmas eve. 

 

17. What conclusion did the ironmaster reach when he heard that the crofter had been 

robbed by the peddler?  

 

When the ironmaster heard that the crofter had been robbed by a man who went around selling 

rat-traps, he sarcastically remarked to his daughter that she had let a fine man into the house and 

was wondering as to how many silver spoons were left in their cupboard by that time. 

 

18. Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Edla was happy to see the gift left by the peddler as he had respected her faith in him. Edla had 

retained him in her house even after knowing his real identity and he, in turn, had shown her that 

the guest she had honoured was as honourable as the captain. The latent goodness of his heart 

had been awakened and he had been able to overcome the bait of the rattrap. 

 

19. What brought about a change in the life of the peddler?  
 

 

 

 

 

Edla‘s warmth, sympathy and compassion brought about a change in the life of the peddler. He is 

touched by the kind treatment Edla gives him despite knowing his real identity. The latent 

goodness of his heart is awakened and he actually behaves like a true Captain. 

 

20. How does the metaphor of the rattrap serve to highlight the human predicament?  
 

 

 

 

 

The entire story revolves around the metaphor of the rattrap. It highlights the predicament of the 

peddler. The money of the crofter serves to be a bait for the peddler to get caught in the rat trap. 

The ironmaster mistakes him for an old acquaintance and the peddler does not reveal his true 

identity in the hope that he would get some money. It is the kindness of the daughter that frees 

him from the trap. 

 

21. Why did the peddler sign himself as Captain Von Stahle?  
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The iron master had invited the peddler to his house mistaking him for Captain Von Stahle. He 

was welcomed there and looked after as a Captain, even after the reality became known. The 

peddler got a chance to redeem himself from dishonest ways by acting as an honourable Captain. 

He did so by gifting Edla a small rattrap with three wrinkled ten kronor notes and a letter saying 

that he did not want her to be embarrassed this Christmas season by a thief and he wanted to be 

nice to her as if he were a real Captain 

 

Long Answer Type Questions 

1. 'The Rattrap' is a story in which a good deed or an act of kindness changes a person‘s 

view of the world. Discuss with reference to the theme of the story.  

 

‗The Rattrap‘ is an entertaining and philosophical story that reveals the theme of the human 

tendency to redeem oneself from dishonest ways. The tramp proves the idea that the essential 

goodness of human beings can be awakened through understanding and love. Circumstances had 

forced the peddler to indulge in petty crime. Even though he used to sell rattraps made from 

scrap metal, his poverty had brought out the worst in him, making him bitter and killing his 

conscience. The tramp‘s view of the world was a cynical one; he envied those who were better 

off than him. He believed the world to be like a rattrap that offered temptations like shelter and 

food for entrapping victims. The peddler does not hesitate to steal the money from the crofter 

even though he enjoys his hospitality and warm welcome. Pangs of guilt trouble him when he 

loses his way in the forest. His bitter and hardened temperament receives a chance for repentance 

when he encounters the iron master and his daughter. The author brings about an effective twist 

in the story to show that innate goodness exists in all human beings. It takes a little love, 

understanding and an act of friendship to bring it to the fore. The iron master‘s daughter showed 

him sympathy, love and respect and restored his dignity and self-esteem. This touched a chord in 

the heart of the peddler who at once felt that he was no longer the nameless tramp that he had 

been all his life but somebody with an identity. Motivated by Edla‘s kindness, he redeemed 

himself by returning the stolen money and feeling sorry for his deed. 

2. Give examples from the story, ―The Rattrap‖ to show how the iron master is different 

from his daughter. 

 

The character of Edla Willmansson and that of the iron master are in stark contrast to each other. 

Despite being young, the daughter displays a better sense of maturity than her father who acts 

impulsively and behaves casually. He jumps to conclusions without thinking. First, he mistakes 

the peddler to be an old regimental comrade and without confirming his identity he instantly 

invites him to the manor house and again on realising his mistake he refers the matter to the 

sheriff thoughtlessly. Edla, on the other hand, displays a keen sense of observation. She rightly 

judges that her guest is a tramp and has a sympathetic attitude towards him. She persuades her 

father to allow the guest to stay, leads him courteously to the dining table and makes him eat 

despite her father‘s protest. It is because of her compassion and generosity that the peddler 

undergoes a change of heart and redeems himself from dishonesty. He leaves behind thirty 

kronor to be given back to the old crofter and a Christmas present for Edla. 

 

3. The story ‗The Rattrap‘ focuses on human loneliness and the need to bond with others. 

Explain. 

 

The main focus of the story ‗The Rattrap‘ is on human loneliness. All the characters, whether it 

is the peddler, the crofter, the ironmaster or his daughter, suffer from loneliness. The peddler is a 
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lonely man who has always been shunned by society‘s cold and unkind words. When he knocks 

at the door of the old crofter‘s cottage, he does not expect hospitality but the crofter welcomes 

him as he is too happy to get someone to talk to after being alone for so long. By serving the 

peddler the crofter is in fact serving himself. He serves the peddler with supper, gives him 

tobacco and plays ‗mjolis‘ with him. He is a very good host. The ironmaster and his daughter too 

miss company and this makes them all the lonelier on the occasion of Christmas. So, the 

ironmaster, who mistakes the peddler for his old regimental comrade, invites him to his manor 

house for Christmas. The ironmaster‘s daughter, Edla, extends this invitation again and tells the 

peddler he can leave any time after Christmas. Thus, the need to bond is the main focus of the 

story ‗The Rattrap‘. 

 

4. ‗The Rattrap‘ highlights the impact of compassion and understanding on the hidden 

goodness in human beings. Substantiate with evidence from the story.  

 

The theme of the story ‗The Rattrap‘ is that most human beings are prone to fall into the trap of 

material gains. However, love and understanding can transform a person and bring out his 

essential human goodness. The peddler had been treated very cruelly by the world. So even 

though the old crofter was kind and hospitable to him, he betrayed his trust and stole thirty 

kronors from him. He was not impressed by the ironmaster‘s invitation also. But Edla 

Willmansson‘s compassion and understanding brought about a transformation in his nature. Her 

human qualities helped in raising him to be a gentleman. He was easily able to overcome petty 

temptations. The peddler who always considered the whole world to be a rattrap finally felt 

released from this rattrap due to the sympathetic, kind, loving and generous treatment of Edla 

Willmansson that was able to bring out his basic human goodness. 

 

INDIGO- LOUIS FISCHER 

Summary of the lesson 

About the Author-Louis Fischer an American Journalist wrote the Biography of Mahatma 

Gandhi entitled 'The Life of the Mahatma Gandhi. The Chapter Indigo' is an excerpt from this 

book and it is widely acknowledged as one of the most read books on Gandhi. 

THEME: The lesson emphasizes the fact that an effective leadership can solve any kind of 

Problem without any harm to anybody. Mahatma Gandhi addressed the problems of the poor 

sharecroppers of Champaran in a non violent way. 

  

Mahatma Gandhi was approached by a peasant, Raj Kumar Shukla from Champaran, Bihar to 

solve the problems faced by the peasants there. With his persistent efforts he was successful in 

bringing Gandhiji to Champaran. Gandhiji, on the way to Champaran from Calcutta, decided to 

meet a lawyer, Rajendra Prasad in Patna and J.B Kripalani at Muzzafarpur. This was to 

understand the problems of the Sharecroppers. 

  

By the time Gandhiji reached Champaran, the news of his mission had spread like wild fire. On 

reaching Champaran Gandhiji learnt that arable lands were divided into large estates and they 

were owned by the English men. Indian peasants were working in these lands and Indigo was the 

main Commercial crop. The landlords who were Englishmen forced all the peasants to grow 
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Indigo on15% of their land and surrender the entire crop as rent. The landlords learnt that 

synthetic Indigo had been developed by the Germans and they asked the tenants to pay them 

compensation for releasing them from 15% arrangement that they had signed. This made the 

peasants miserable and they wanted Gandhi to help them. 

 

To begin with, Gandhiji collected all the facts and information. He also resisted the British and 

their atrocities. While going to investigate the maltreatment of a peasant in a village near 

Motihari, Gandhiji was ordered to return midway and was served a summons to report to the 

Court the following morning. The peasants came out in large numbers outside the court to 

support Gandhiji. The English officials were unable to control the crowd. The trial was 

postponed and Gandhiji was given bail. All the prominent lawyers, including Rajendra Prasad, 

Brij Kishor Babu, Maulana Mazharul Huq arrived in Champaran, heeding to Gandhi's request 

and decided to go to jail with him if he was sent to jail. Gandhiji soon received a written 

communication from the Lieutenant Governor that the case had been dropped. This was the 

beginning of the triumph of Civil disobedience in India. 

 

Gandhiji along with his team of lawyers continued his investigation and met the Lieutenant 

Governor four times. Finally, an Official inquiry was ordered. Gandhiji accepted 25% of the 

money offered to the farmers as refund. This instilled courage among the farmers and marked 

their victory over injustice and exploitation. 

Gandhiji now focused his attention on the economic and cultural development of the area. He 

opened schools with the help of Mahadev Desai, Narhari Parekh, their wives, his wife Kasturba, 

and son. He taught cleanliness and sanitation. Doctors volunteered to improve the appalling 

conditions of health and administered three medicines, castor oil, quinine and Sulphur ointment 

 

Gandhiji did not encourage C.F Andrew's to stay in Champaran. He did not want an Englishman 

as a prop for his cause. He believed that if the cause is just one must rely upon oneself to win the 

battle. Otherwise, it shows a weakness of heart. Thus Champaran became a symbol of self-

reliance and Indian independence. 

 

The Champaran episode was a turning point in Gandhiji's life as he declared that the British 

could not order him about in his own country. 

 

Flow chart:  

1.Rajkumar Shukla "The resolute peasant->His tenacity impressed Gandhi->>>>Gandhi 

decides to meet him in Calcutta->>>>They go to Bihar, Patna, meet a lawyer  Rajendra Prasad-

>>>>Gandhiji comes to know about the evil practice of untouchability->>>>Decides to visit 

Muzzaffarppur before going to Champaran->>>>Stays in Professor Malkhani's house-

>>>>something extraordinary in those days->>>>Many Indians were afraid to show sympathy to 

advocates of home rule. 

 

2.Gandhi unhappy with lawyers->>>>chided them for collecting huge fee from the share 

croppers->>>>Believed that going to law courts was useless as peasants were crushed and fear 

stricken->>>>They should be free from fear. 
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3.The share cropping arrangement: 15% of the holdings of land to be planted with indigo-

>>>>surrender the entire Indigo harvest as rent->>>> meanwhile Germany developed synthetic 

Indigo->>>>The English landlords asked for compensation for being released from 

the15%arrangement->>>> some peasants signed the agreement, some opposed it->>>>when 

peasants learned about synthetic indigo they felt cheated.- >>>>wanted their money back. 

 

4.Gandhi disobeys the official order: Gandhiji visits the secretary of the British landlords 

association->>>>treated as an outsider->>>>He meets the British Commissioner->>>>bullied 

and asked to leave->>>>Proceeded to Motihari and continued with his investigations.- 

>>>>decided to check the truth behind the maltreatment of a peasant->>>>on the way ordered by 

the Police Superintendent to return and served with an official notice to quit Champaran-

>>>>Gandhiji disobeyed the order->>>>so summoned to Court. 

 

5.Spontaneous Demonstration of the Peasants: Gandhiji sought the support of Rajendra 

Prasad and other lawyers>>>>wired a full report to the viceroy->>>>Thousands of peasants 

demonstrated autside the court premises->>>>Seeing the mass support, Gandhi felt that it is the 

beginning of their liberation from the fear of the British. 

 

6.Gandhiji freed---->>>>A concrete proof that the might of the British could be challenged by 

Indians----->>>>Gandhiji confessed that he broke the law but only because he listened to the 

voice of his conscience. 

 

7.Gandhi influences the lawyers: when the lawyers stated that they would have gone home 

in the event of Gandhiji's arrest, Gandhiji scolded them --->>>That would mean a grave injustice 

to the share croppers. Lawyers decided to stand by Gandhiji--->Realised that it would be 

shameful if they deserted the peasants--->>>Gandhi, a total stranger was ready to serve their 

cause--->go to jail. 

8.Civil Disobedience Triumphs: Lieutenant Governor orders the case to be dropped.------

>>>>>Gandhiji reached out to the peasants---->>>> Detailed inquiries, testimonials, and notes 

made of the evidence----->>>>>Champaran throbbed with activity. Lieutenant Governor Mr. 

Edward Gait had four protracted meetings with Gandhi---->>>>appointed an official 

Commission 

 

9. Gandhiji agrees to 25% compensation: Overwhelming evidence against the landlords---

->>>>British  landlords apprehensive about  Gandhiji‘s demand of payment---->>>>Money was 

extorted illegally and deceitfully----->>>>Gandhi demanded 50%------->>>>>Landlords offered 

25% and Gandhi agreed.--->>>>>>To him the amount of refund was not important------

>>>>The landlords were obliged to surrender part of the money and with it, part of their 

prestige. 

 

10.Backwardness in Champaran Villages and Gandhiji's efforts to uplift: cultural and 

social backwardness, Appealed for Volunteers,------->>>>Primary Schools were opened, 
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Personal cleanliness and community sanitation emphasized,----->>>>>Health and poor state of 

women top priority. 

 

11.Significance of Champaran Episode:   Turning point, as Gandhiji declared that the 

British could not order him in his own country.----->>>>>Champaran Episode, not an act of 

defiance, an attempt to help the poor peasants. ----->>>>Gandhian politics was intertwined with 

the practical day to day problems of the millions. 

 

12.Self-Reliance- The Making of  a Free Indian: Charles Freer Andrew's, a devoted follower 

of Gandhi came to meet Gandhi to bid good bye.------>>>>>>Gandhiji's lawyer friends told 

Gandhi to stop him----->>>>> Gandhiji against the idea,----->>>>>seeking a prop in Andrew's 

shows weakness of heart------>>>>>If the cause is just one must rely on oneself to win the 

battle---->>>>Thus Gandhiji taught a lesson in self- reliance. 

 

 

VOCABULARY:  1. Convention-Meeting 2. Emaciated-weak, 3.Tenacity-Determination 

4.Irksome-Irritating,Annoying 5.Conferred-Consulted or discussed 6.Entreaty-Request 

7.Alleviate-Reduce 8.Seek A Prop-look for support   9.Indigo   -a plant from which dye is made  

 

CHARACTERS:   

AHATMA GANDHI, RAJKUMAR SHUKLA, RAJENDRA PRASAD, C.F. ANDREWS 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR EDWARD GAIT 

AUTHOR-LOUIS FISCHER, An Excerpt from his book, The Life of the Mahatma (A 

Biography) 

 

Values: Leadership Qualities:-  

Confident, Trustworthy, Optimistic, Persuasive, loyal, Responsible, Committed, Flexible, self-

reliant, Independent, Open-minded, Humble, Humane, Determined, Belongingness. 

  

 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTIONS: 

 

1.Gandhiji chided the lawyers for collecting big fee from the sharecroppers. He said, 'I have 

come to the conclusion that we should stop going to law courts. Taking such cases to the courts 

does little good. Where the peasants are so crushed and fear stricken, law courts are useless. The 

real relief for them is to be free from fear." 

1.Why did Gandhiji scold the lawyers? 

a) They were collecting big fee from the share croppers 

b) They were misguiding the peasants 

c) They were taking bribes from the poor peasants 

d)They were deceiving the farmers 

Ans:  a) They were collecting big fee from the share croppers 
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2)"we should stop going to the law courts' indicates that……………. 

a) Peasants are so much fear-stricken, law courts are useless to them. 

b) Going to law courts does little good to Champaran peasants. 

c) Poor peasants cannot afford to go to courts 

d) Peasants do not like disputes 

Ans) a) Peasants are so much fear-stricken, law courts are useless to them. 

 

3)'The real relief for them is to be free from fear implies that……………. 

a) Taking cases to courts will help them 

b) Taking cases to courts will create problems to maintain their livelihood 

c) Freedom from fear actually helps the peasants much more than taking cases to courts 

d) Peasants should be bold enough to fight cases 

Ans) d) Peasants should be bold enough to fight cases 

 

4)The peasants paid the British landlords rent because…………. 

a) land was confiscated by the local landlords 

b) estates were occupied by the Britishers 

c)rent would prove their identity as a Peasant 

4)cultivable land was divided into estates owned by the British land lords. 

Ans) d) cultivable land was divided into estates owned by the British landlords. 

 

2.The officials felt powerless without Gandhiji's co-operation. He helped them regulate the 

crowd. He was polite and friendly. He was giving them concrete proof that their might, hitherto 

dreaded and unquestioned, could be challenged by Indians. 

 

1)Why were the officials powerless? 

a) Gandhiji courted arrest. 

b) It was at the behest of Gandhiji that peasants had come for demonstration. 

c)Thousands had come to Motihari on a spontaneous demonstration to render their support 

d)The officials were scared if the crowd would turn violent 

Ans) c) Thousands had come to Motihari on a spontaneous demonstration to render their Support 

 

2)Pick out the words that state Gandhi was an able leader? 

a) powerless, might, dreaded, unquestioned 

b) co-operate, regulate, polite, friendly 

c)challenged, might, unquestioned, 

Ans) b) co-operate, regulate, polite, friendly 

 

3)The Indigo Movement proved the fact that………. 

a) The dreaded and powerful Britishers were unwelcome in India 

b) Indians could challenge the might of the British 

c) might is right 

d)Peasants if united could muster courage to overthrow the British officials. 

Ans) d) Peasants if united could muster courage to overthrow the British officials. 
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3.The news of Gandhi's advent and of the nature of his mission spread quickly through 

Muzzafarpur and to Champaran. Sharecropper's from Champaran began arriving in large 

numbers on foot and by conveyance to see their champion. Muzzafarpur lawyers called on 

Gandhi to brief him. They frequently represented peasant groups in court, they told him about 

their cases and reported the size of their fee. 

1) What was the nature of Gandhi's mission as mentioned in the passage? 

a) To teach self-dependence 

b) To start a movement 

c)To help the poor peasants 

d) To chide the lawyers 

Ans) To help the poor peasants 

 

2) Of the four meanings of 'Champion', select the option that matches in meaning with its usage 

in the extract; 

a) Vigorous advocator 

b) Hero 

c)Popular Leader 

d)Number one title holder 

Ans) a) Vigorous advocator 

 

3)What does ' their cases' refer to in the context? 

a) Their professional history 

b) cases against British authorities 

c) cases against tyrannical landlords 

d)Their work for the upliftment of peasants 

Ans) c) cases against tyrannical landlords 

 

4)Select the terms that can be associated with the following phrases: 

1.Spread quickly through Muzzafarpur 

a) Gandhiji's popularity 

b) The extent of exploitation 

c)Belief in Gandhi 

d) seriousness of the issue 

Ans) a) Gandhiji's popularity 

  

2) Reported the size of their fee 

a) Pride in their capability 

b) Arrogance and selfishness 

c) Self-belief 

d) Lawyers Greed  

Ans) d) lawyers Greed 

 

5) Select the option that lists the feelings and attitudes of the sharecroppers towards Gandhi? 
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1.Hope 

2.courage 

3.Accountability 

4.Leadership 

5.Fear 

a)1&2 

b)2&4 

c)3&5 

d)1&4 

Ans) d) 1&4, Hope and leadership. 

 

4.But Champaran did not begin as an act of defiance. It grew out out of an attempt to alleviate 

the distress of large number of peasants. This was the typical Gandhi pattern-his politics was 

intertwined with the practical day-to-day problems of the millions. His was not a loyalty to 

abstractions. It was a loyalty to living human beings. In everything Gandhi did, he tried to mould 

a new free Indian who could stand on his own feet and thus make India Free. 

1. Select the suitable option for the given statements based on the extract  

a. His was not a loyalty to abstractions; it was a loyalty to living Human beings 

b. Gandhi was Humanitarian at heart  

Options: 

1. a is the cause of b 

2. b is the effect of a 

3. b can be inferred from a 

4. a and b are independent of each other 

Ans) b can be inferred from a. 

 

2.The extract does not talk about 

1.details of the daily problems faced by human beings 

2.efforts to relieve suffering of the common people 

3.The reason for the occurrence of Champaran 

4.Gandhi's principles in the field of politics. 

Ans) Gandhji's efforts to relieve suffering of the common people 

 

3.Gandhiji wanted to mould a new Free Indian who could stand on his own feet. 

This means that the new free Indian is 

1.courageous 

2.self-reliant 

3.strong-willed 

4.empowered 

Ans) courageous, self-reliant, strong-willed 

 

4.The meaning for the word 'alleviate' is 

1. increase  

2. decrease  
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3. reduce  

4. Prevent 

Ans) reduce 

 

5.An act of defiance... choose the option listing the sentence that is the most appropriate 

1.she picked up the telephone terrified, of what was about to come. 

2.At the same time there was a thud at the door and that scared her. 

3.she was curious and wanted to open it as soon as possible. 

4.Her mother tried to stop her several times but she went ahead nevertheless 

Ans) 4. Her mother tried to stop her several times but she went ahead nevertheless 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

 

1.Why is Rajkumar Shukla described as being resolute? 

Rajkumar Shukla followed Gandhiji everywhere until Gandhiji agreed to accompany him 

to Champaran. This was because Gandhiji was impressed by his tenacity. 

 

2.What was the average Indian's attitude in smaller localities towards advocates of home rule?   

The average Indian was afraid to show sympathy for advocates of home rule. He feared 

the consequences. 

 

3.Why did Gandhiji tell the court that he was involved in a 'conflict of duties'. 

He meant that he must not set a bad example by breaking the law, by refusing to comply 

with the eviction order, at the same time he must also render humanitarian and National service 

for which he had come to Champaran. 

 

4.Why did Gandhi agree to a settlement of 25% refund to the farmers? 

According to Gandhi the amount of refund was less important than the fact that the 

English landlords had been obliged to surrender part of their money and with it part of their 

prestige. 

 

5.Why do you think that the Champaran episode was a turning point in Indian struggle for 

Independence.? 

It was the first successful Civil Disobedience Movement. It began as an ordinary attempt 

to free the poor peasants from injustice and exploitation. It wiped out fear of the Britishers. 

Gandhiji declared to the British that they cannot order him about in his own country and they 

were outsiders. 

6. Why did Gandhiji not take the help of C.F. Andrews during the Champaran campaign? 

Gandhiji wanted the lawyers to be self-reliant. He believed that if the cause is just, one 

must rely on oneself to win the battle. One must not seek a prop as that shows weakness of heart 

and diffidence. 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTION: 
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1. How did Civil Disobedience Movement triumph at Motihari? 

On the behest of Rajkumar Shukla, a peasant from Champaran, Gandhiji accompanied 

him to Champaran to understand the plight of the sharecroppers. He found that most of the arable 

land in Champaran was under the Britishers. Although many peasants had given their share 

willingly, many were there who wanted to retain their land. Gandhiji decided to address this 

problem, as the terms of share were erroneous. He had problems with the English officials while 

trying to uplift the conditions of the peasant group. 

Gandhiji succeeded in influencing the lawyers and won the support of the lawyers and 

sharecroppers. The British officers had to accede to his request finally. This became the first 

triumph of the Civil Disobedience. 

 

2.Gandhiji taught a lesson of self-reliance to the sharecroppers of Champaran. His focus was 

more on making the peasants free from fear rather than on the refund and he was successful in 

this endeavour .Today we are a free nation but shackled by chains of intolerance and bigotry. So, 

there is the need to live in peace, harmony, tolerance and respect. Write an article stressing on 

the need for a peaceful life. 

 

PEACE-The Need of the Hour 

 

We are proud to be the citizens of the world's largest democracy. This is the land of Buddha and 

Gandhi. We have an amalgamation of different cultures, religions, castes and creed. Yet we are 

united with the thread of love for our motherland. 

 

The recent years have made it impossible for the people to live in peace in the country as there is 

an increase in incidents of intolerance and bigotry. The youth are a big resource for our nation. 

They have to think and act in a responsible manner as they are the vanguard of the society. 

 

As people of this great nation let us recall the past glory of our country and also the present 

development and progress. Let us break the shackles of ignorance, and learn to live in harmony 

and peace with each other through mutual understanding and respect for one another. Let us 

work for a self-reliant self-sufficient, strong and secular India. 

 

"The shortest path to peace is listening to understand, being empathetic, and a willingness to 

compromise to alleviate suffering." Jeffrey A White. 

 

 

POETS AND PANCAKES 

ASOKAMITHRAN 

Theme 

An  account of the events and personalities in a film company in the early days of Indian cinema. 

Sub-Theme 
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Poets and writers in a film company environment. 

Summary in points 

 The Gemini studio was located in Madras(Chennai) 

 The writer recounts his years in the company 

 The make-up department was in the upstairs of a building that was believed to have been 

Robert Clive‘s stables. 

 Pancake was the brand name of the make-up material used by the artists in Gemini 

studios. 

 The make-up room had the look of a hair-cutting salon with incandescent lights at all 

angles around half a dozen large mirrors, writer speaks about the ‗fiery misery‘ ‗of those 

subjected to make-up. 

 There was a great deal of ‗national integration‘ in the department and a strict hierarchy 

was maintained there. 

 The players who played the crowd were the responsibility of the ‗office boy‘ in his early 

forties, a frustrated person, who turned all his anger towards Kothamanagalam  Subbu. 

 The author‘s job was to cut out newspaper clippings and store them in files. 

 Most people including the ‗boy‘ thought author was doing ‗next to nothing‘. 

 S SVasan (editor of Tamil weekly Ananda Vikatan‘) was the owner of the studios. Subbu 

was No.2. 

 Subbu-a Brahmin, had the ability to look cheerful at all times, could be ‗inspired when 

commanded‘, was tailor –made for films, had a separate identity as a poet and actor, had 

genuine love for others , was charitable, always seen with The Boss, attached to Story 

Department 

 Story Department-assembly of poets and writers, wore khadi 

 A lawyer(legal adviser) -referred to as ‗the opposite‘-caused the end of a brief and 

brilliant career of a talented actress, looked ‗alone and helpless‘, man of cold logic in a 

crowd of dreamers, close to the Boss, wore pants, coat and a tie, attached to Story  

Department, lost his job when the Story Department was closed down. 

 Gemini studios –favourite haunt of poets, excellent mess which supplied good coffee,  

Congress rule meant prohibition, almost everyone radiated leisure, wore khadi and  

worshipped Gandhi, averse to Communism 

 Visit of MRA (a kind of counter movement to international Communism)in 1952- 

presented two plays ‗The Forgotten Factor‘ and ‗Jotham Valley‘ in a professional  

manner, impressed Madras and Tamil drama community 

 Another visitor-a poet from England, tall man, very English, addressed ‗a more dazedand 

silent audience‘, visit remained an unexplained mystery, staff did not know whether he 

was a poet or an editor 

 Author‘s conviction about prose-writers –‗prose writing is for the patient, persistent, 

persevering drudge‘, short story contest by a British periodical ‗The Encounter‘-found in the 

British Council Library almost ‗untouched by readers‘, discovered Stephen Spender was the 

editor 

 Author bought ‗The God That Failed‘ years later –six essays describing the  

disillusionment of six eminent men of letters with Communism, Stephen Spender one  

among them, author suddenly realized the relevance of his visit to Gemini studios. 
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Flow Chart of the Major Concepts 
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Difficult Words and Phrases 

1. Fiery   Red hot, Scorching 

2. Hideous  Extremely ugly, Frightful 

3. Potion   Liquid mixture 

4. Cubicle  A small partitioned part of a room 

5. Covertly  Secretly 

6. Having Hand in to be involved with something 

7. Deftly   effortlessly, skilfully 
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8. Sprawling  Spreading over large area 

9. Ignominy  Public disgrace 

 

Extract based questions with answers 

1. The lawyer was also officially known as the legal adviser, but everybody referred to him 

as the opposite. An extremely talented actress, who was also extremely temperamental, once 

blew over on the sets. While everyone stood stunned, the lawyer quietly switched on the 

recording equipment. When the actress paused for breath, the lawyer said to her, ―One minute, 

please,‖ and played back the recording. There was nothing incriminating or unmentionably 

foul about the actress‘s tirade against the producer. But when she heard her voice again through 

the sound equipment, she was struck dumb. 

 

How was the lawyer referred at Gemini Studios? 

A. Opposite 

B. Professional 

C. Legal 

D. None of the above 

Ans: Opposite 

What happened to the actress on the set? 

A. She was very happy and started hugging everyone 
B. She got happy after her voice was recorded 
C. She got angry 

D. All the above 

Ans: She got angry 

Who recorded the actress‘ voice? 

A. Asokamitran 

B. Mr. Vasan 

C. Lawyer 

D. Subbu 

Ans: Lawyer 

What happened when the actress heard her voice again? 
A. She got dumbstruck 
B. She got speechless 
C. She got shocked 

D. All the above 

Ans: All the above 

―There was nothing incriminating or unmentionably foul about the actress‘s tirade 

against the producer.‖ What does tirade means? 

A. Long angry speech 

B. Short angry speech 

C. Long happy speech 

D. Short happy speech 

 

  Ans: Long angry specch 

 

2. They weren‘t very good on the trapeze and their acquaintance with animals was only at 

the dinner table, but they presented two plays in a most professional manner. Their ‗Jotham 
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Valley‘ and ‗The Forgotten Factor‘ ran several shows in Madras and along with the other 

citizens of the city, the Gemini family of six hundred saw the plays over and over again. The 

message of the plays were usually plain and simple homilies, but the sets and costumes were 

first-rate. 

 

 Who are ‗they‘ in the first line? 

A. MRA 

B. Stephen Spender 

C. Staff of Gemini Studios 

D. None of the above 

Ans: MRA 

 MRA means : 

A. Moral Re Assessment 

B. Moral Re Arrangement 

C. Moral Re Armament 
D. Moral Re Assignment 

Ans: Moral Re Armament 
 

 Which literary device has been used in ‗Forgotten Factor‘? 

A. Simile 

B. Alliteration 

C. Personification 

D. Epithet 

Ans: Alliteration 

 What was MRA famous for? 

A. Their costumes 
B. Messages of their plays 
C. Theme of their plays 
D. None of the above 

Ans: Their costumes 

 What did the person at Gemini Studios call the MRA? 

A. International circus 

B. International clowns 

C. National circus 

D. All the above 

Ans: International circus 

 

3. Actually they were copies of the same book, an elegant paperback of American 

origin. ‗Special low-priced student edition, in connection with the 50th Anniversary of 

the Russian Revolution‘, I paid fifty paise and picked up a copy of the book, The God 
That Failed. Six eminent men of letters in six separate essays described ‗their journeys 

into Communism and their disillusioned return‘ 

 

1. Which book did Asokamitran buy? 

A. The God That Failed 

B. The God That Flailed 

C. The God That Passed 

D. The God That Won 

Ans: The God That Failed 

2. Who among the following was not an essayist in ‗the book‘? 

A. Richard Wright 
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B. Andre Gide 
C. Louis Wright 
D. Ignazio Silone 

Ans: Louis Wright 

3. What is ‗the book‘ about? 

A. The journeys of seven essayists into Communism and their disillusioned 

return 

B. The journeys of six essayists into Communism and their disillusioned stay 

C. The journeys of six essayists into Communism and their disillusioned return 

D. The journeys of six essayists into Communism and their illusioned return 

Ans: The journeys of six essayists into Communism and their 

disillusioned return 

4. How many essays were there in the book The God That Failed? 

A. Five 

B. Seven 

C. Six 

D. Eight 

Ans: Six 

5. ‗Special low-priced student edition, in connection with the 50th Anniversary of 

the Russian Revolution‘. When was the 50
th

 Anniversary of the Russian Revolution 

celebrated? 

A. 1967 

B. 1965 

C. 1969 
D. 1957 

Ans: 1967 

           Assertion : ―anything at a reduced price attracted my attention‖ 

Reason: The writer had very little money and much time when he was in Gemini 

Studios 

A. Both A and R are right and R is the correct explanation for A 

B. Both A and R are right but R is not the correct explanation for A 

C. A is right but R is wrong 

D. R is correct but A is wrong 

Ans: A is right but R is wrong 

 

 

4. He couldn‘t have addressed a more dazed and silent audience — no one knew what 

he was talking about and his accent defeated any attempt to understand what he was 

saying. The whole thing lasted about an hour; then the poet left and we all dispersed in 

utter bafflement — what are we doing? What is an English poet doing in a film studio 

which makes Tamil films for the simplest sort of people? People whose lives least 

afforded them the possibility of cultivating a taste for English poetry? The poet looked 

pretty baffled too, for he too must have felt the sheer incongruity of his talk about the 

thrills and travails of an English poet. His visit remained an unexplained mystery. 

 

 ‗He‘ in the first line refers to . 

A. SS Vasan 

B. Kothamangalam Subbu 

C. Stephen Spender 

D. Asokamitran 
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Ans: Stephen Spender 
 Gemini Studios mad films for . 

A. For the common masses 

B. For the Tamilians 

C. For the simplest people 

D. All the above 

Ans: All the above 

 Incongruity in the above para means : 

A. Appear strange in the given condition 

B. Appear normal in the given condition 

C. Appear very happy in the given condition 

D. Both a and b 
Ans: Appear strange in the given condition 

 
 Whose visit remained an unexplained mystery? 

A. Louis Fischer‘s 

B. Frank Buchman‘s 

C. Andre Gide‘s 

D. Stephen Spender‘s 

Ans: Stephen Spender‘s 

 What could be the possible reasons for no one understanding ‗his‘ speech/ 

A. Language barrier 

B. His accent 

C. His English 

D. All the above 
Ans: All the above 

 Travails in the para refers : 

A. Efforts of the English poet 

B. Efforts of the German poet 

C. Efforts of the American poet 

D. Efforts of the Indian poet 

Ans: Efforts of the English poet 

 

5. ―Even in the matter of education, especially formal education, Subbu couldn‘t have 

had an appreciable lead over the boy. But by virtue of being born a Brahmin – a virtue 

indeed! – he must have had exposure to more affluent situation and people.‖ 

(i) Who was Subbu? 

(a) Chief makeup man 

(b) No.2 boss at Gemini Studios 

(c) Owner of Gemini Studios 

(d) Film Director at Studios 

(ii) Why was office boy always angry with Subbu? 

 (a) Subbu had attained No.2 position 

 (b) Subbu had insulted the office boy 

 (c) Office boy was at par with Subbu in education 
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 (d) Thought Subbu to be very clever 

(iii) Why according to the narrator ‗born a Brahmin‘ is a virtue? 

 (a) Brahmins are the highest caste 

 (b) treated with reverence in Tamil Nadu 

 (c) Brahmins have more brains 

 (d) Both (a) and (b) 

(iv) The office boy appear to be a ............. man as he could not acquire any good position in 

Gemini Studios? 

(v) If Subbu was not educated, what made him superior to the office boy? 

(vi) On the basis of the given extract do you think that the narrator is appreciative of Subbu? 

Ans (i)  (b) No. 2 boss at Gemini Studies 

(ii) (a) Subbu had attained No.2 position 

(iii) (d) Both (a) and (b) 

(iv) Frustrated 

(v) Even though Subbu was not educated, he was superior to the office boy because of his caste. 

Subbu was a Brahmin and thus has association with more affluent people which made him close 

to the Boss. 

(vi) No, I do not think that the narrator is appreciative of Subbu. The narrator is saracastically 

highlighting the qualities of Subbu to show vain he is. 

Short Answer based Questions 

Q1. Why is the visit of Englishman referred to us as unexplained mystery? 

The visit of the Englishman raised many queries and doubts in the minds of those who were 

working in Gemini Studios. The Englishman's name was unfamiliar and his credentials too were 

not confirmed.  none could understand his speech so everyone wondered why he had come to a 

film studio that made Tamil films for simple people who had no interest in English poetry. 

Q2.  Did Asokamitran consider Kothamangalam Subbu an immensely talented person? 

Ans 2 Subbu at Gemini studios, looked cheerful at all times, was tailor- made for films, could tell 

the producer of four different ways of doing a scene, if the producer was not satisfied Subbu 

would come up with fourteen more alternatives, was a poet, was an amazing actor, though in 

subsidiary role, performed better than the main actors, had a genuine love for people, a very 

charitable man.  

Q3. What does the writer mean by ‗the fiery misery‘ of those subjected to make-up‘? 

The make-up room of Gemini Studios looked like a hair cutting salon. It had around half a dozen 

mirrors with incandescent lights at all angles around them. The artists would feel the heat coming 
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from these lights. Thus, the writer uses the term ‗fiery misery‘ to denote the uncomfortable 

situation of those subjected to make-up. 

Q4. Did the people at Gemini Studio have any particular political affiliations? 

Most of the people in Gemini studios were followers Gandhiji and wore Khadi.  Beyond this 

they did not have particular political affirmations.  However, they were all against communism. 

Q5. Why did the office boy come to the author?  Why was the author praying for a crowed 

shooting? 

As the author was believed to have no work to do, the office boy often came to the cubicle to 

give vent to his frustration and impress upon him that a great talent remained unused and was 

being wasted.   

Unsolved questions for late bloomers 

Q1.  How did the Gemini Studio  prove itself as the centre of national integration ? 

Q2.  Who was Subbu‘s enemy and why ? 

Q3.  Why was Subbu indispensable part of Gemini studio ? 

Q4.  What did the people  do with the cubicle of the writer ? 

Q5. Throw light on the hierarchical system of make –up department in the light of Poets and 

Pancake 

Unsolved questions for high achievers 

Q1.  What caused the lack of communication between the Englishman and the people at Gemini 

Studio?  

Q2.  Through the  mention of Robert Clive, how does the narrator bring out the extravaganza of 

those in power? 

Q3.  Why did the office boy come to the author? Why was the  author praying for crowd 

shooting? 

Q4.  Subbu was charitable and improvident, yet he had enemies. Why?  

Q5.  Describe the Moral Re-Armament Army‘s visit to Gemini Studios?  

 

Throw light on the hierarchical system of make –up department in the light of Poets and 

Pancakes . 

 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS  

Q1.   Author has used gentle and subtle humour to point out human foibles and 

idiosyncrasies in the lesson ' Poets and Pancakes'. Elucidate. 

 Exposes Robert Clive‘s ambitions and his restless nature 

 Office boy‘s boasting and bragging about his talent is brought out. 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

141 
 

 Legal adviser is known as the opposite 

 Use of pancake –ostensibly to cover the pores 

 Team of makeup artists is referred to as ‗gang of nationally  integrated make up 

men' who could turn any decent looking person into a hideous crimson hued 

monster. 

 Strict hierarchy. 

 Commenting on Subbu‘s exposure to affluent situations. He  ridicules his virtue- the 

virtue of being a Brahmin. His inefficiency is pointed out subtly with a comment ' he 

always had work for somebody' . The rapidity with which Subbu offered his Boss  

alternatives when he got stuck up is very amusing.Pokes fun at the ignorance of all the 

people .People did not know who was Stephen Spenders and why had he arrived. 

 

Q2. Poets and Pancakes is all full of people and their idiosyncrasies. Elucidate.  

 Yes, True. The make -up room: first headed by a Bengali, then a Maharashtriyan assisted 

by a  Dharwar Kannadiga, an Andhra, a Madras Indian Christian, An Anglo-Burmese : 

all together could turn a decent looking man into a hideous monster, the chief make up 

man made the chief actors/actresses ugly etc..  

 The office boy-not a boy exactly, made the crowd –players ugly by loads of make-up 

 The writer himself- always tearing news items from news papers, others jealous of him 

 Kothamangalam Subbu: his personality of many parts , was very creative, abhorred by 

the office boy 

 The legal advisor: his manners and dress 

 Mr. Vasan, the director, without realizing the actual import, hosted two anti-communists 

in Gemini studios.  

 An English poet( Stephen Spender) at Gemini studios, speaking to a Tamil audience in 

chaste English, the listeners in consternation.  

 And any other relevant points  

Q3. Describe the Moral Re-Armament Army‘s visit to Gemini Studios? 

 Frank Buchman‘s MRA comprising of two hundred members visited Chennai in 1952. 

 MRA- counter movement to Communism 

 People thought it was an international circus 

 Two plays ‗The Forgotten Factor‘ and ‗Jotham Valley‘ ran several shows in Madras 

 Good sets and costumes 

 Tamil drama community was extremely impressed 

 For some years almost all Tamil plays had a scene of sunrise and sunset as in ‗Jotham 

Valley‘-bare stage, white background curtain and a tune played on the flute. 

Q4  Analyse the character of Kothamangalam  Subbu. 

 Many sided genius 

 Didn‘t have much formal education but had learnt from his exposure to prosperous 

people 
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 Sense of loyalty made him to identify completely with his boss. Turned all his creativity 

to his boss‘s advantage 

 Had a solution for any problem encountered by Mr. Vasan. 

 Gave direction and definition to Gemini Studios 

 A poet capable of writing complex poems but chose deliberately to address the masses 

 Composed several truly original story poems in folk refrain and diction 

 Wrote a sprawling novel- Thilana Mohanambal with dozens of deftly etched characters-

recreated manner of Devdasis of the early 20
th

 century 

 Powerful actor- never aspired for lead roles- better in subsidiary roles than lead actors 

Q5. How does the author describe the set up and working of makeup department? 

 Make Up Room upstairs of a building, believed to have been Robert Clive‘s stables 

 looked like a hair-cutting salon 

 large mirrors and incandescent lights creating intense heat 

 miserable experience of being scorched in hell for artists 

 National Integration headed by a Bengali succeeded by a Maharashtrian 

 assisted by a Dharwar Kannadiga,an Andhraite, a Madras Indian Christian,an Anglo-

Burmese and local Tamils 

 A strict hierarchy 

 chief make-up man for the hero and heroine 

 senior assistant for second hero and heroine 

 office boy for the crowd 

 How does the author describe the incongruity of an English poet addressing the audience 

at Gemini Studios? 

 

 

THE INTERVIEW 

GIST OF THE CHAPTER 

The Interview- Part I is an excerpt taken from the Introduction to The Penguin Book of 

interviews edited by Christopher Silvester. The author puts forth opinions of famous people with 

respect to interviews- its functions, strategies, methods and benefits. The Interview- Part II is an 

extract from an interview between Mukund  Padmanabhan from The Hindu and Umberto Eco. Eco 

enjoys the distinction of being a scholar for his philosophies on semiotics (the study of signs), 

literary interpretation, and medieval aesthetics before taking up writing fiction. 

The interview also focuses on his successful novel, ‗The Name of the Rose‘ that sold more than 10 

million copies, the success of which remains a mystery. 

 

Christopher Silvester on interviews 

 Started  130 years ago 

 Now a common place in Journalism 

 Supremely serviceable medium of communication. 

 Opinions about interviews vary considerably  - a. Highest source of truth ; in practice an 

art 

                                                                             b. An unwarranted intrusion 

 

Theme - Interview as a communication genre. 
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Sub- Theme- An excerpt from an interview between Mukund Padmanabhan and 

Umberto Eco. Helps us to understand the interview pattern.  

Opinion of celebrities about interviews 

 

 

 

 

 

Written output of Umberto Eco 

DENNIS BRIAN 

 

• Vivid impression of contemporizes are 

through interviews. 

• Interviewer holds " unprecedented power 

and influence." 

 

 

V S NAIPAUL 

 

• People are wounded by interviews 

• Lose a part of themselves. 

 

LEWIS CARROLL 

 

• Horror of the interviewer 

• Never consented to  be interviewed 

 

RUDYARD KIPLING 

 

• Consider interviews  as immoral,  a crime,  

• cowardly & vile 

 

H G Wells • An ordeal 

 

SAUL BELLOW 

 

• Thumbprints on his windpipe 

• Suffocating experience 
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 Eco on his style of writing 

 Same philosophical interests pursued in many works 

 Working in empty spaces called as interstices 

 

 
Features of Eco‘s academic texts  

 Playful 

 Personal 

 Narrative approach 

 Marked departure from regular academic style 
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The Name of the Rose 

 A novel on metaphysics, theology and medieval history 
 A huge success 
 Satisfied readers who don‘t want easy reading experiences 
 Success of the book- a mystery 

 

 

Extract based questions 

A .―Lewis Carroll, the creator of Alice in wonderland , was said to have had a ‗ just horror of the 

interviewer and he never consented to be interviewed- It was his horror of being lionized which 

made him thus repel would be acquaintances, interviewers and the persistent petitioners for his 

autograph and he would afterwards relate the stories of his success in silencing such people with 

much satisfaction and amusement‖ 

I. Choose the most appropriate option that resonates LewisCarroll‘s opinion about 

interviews. 

i. Frightening                             ii. Satisfying 

iii. Pleasing                                   iv. Appalling  

a. ii and iii 

b. i and iv 

c. I and ii 

d. iii and iv 

 

II. Which of the following statements CAN berelatedto the opinion of interviews as expressed in 

the above extract. 

a. Interview is a source of truth and ,in its practice an art. 

b. Interview is a satisfying and amusing mode of journalism. 

c. A repulsive and  horrifying experience 

d. A supremely serviceable medium of communication 

III. What does the word lionised mean? 

a. To show disrespect 

b. To give a lot of public attention and approval 

c. To dishonour 

d. To treat with contempt 

 

IV. Why did Lewis Carroll never consent to be interviewed? 

a. He disliked interviews. 

b. He did not consider interview as a medium of communication 

c. Had horror of the interviewer. 

d. Considered interviews as thumbprints on his windpipe. 
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B. ―Why do I refuse to be interviewed? Because it is immoral! It is a  crime, just as much of 

a crime as an offence against my person, as an assault, and just as much merits 

punishment.It is cowardly and vile. No respectable man would ask it, much less give it‖   

I. To whom is the above opinion about interviews  attributed ? 

a. Saul bellow 

b. Rudyard Kipling 

c. Lewis Carroll 

d. H G Wells 

 

II. Find a word from the passage that can be replaced by ― extremely unpleasant‖ 

III. The use of the word ‗‘ assault‖ indicates that interviews are_______________ 

i. Harmful                                                  ii. Offensive 

iii. Entertaining                                          iv.Righteous 

a. i and iv 

b. iii and iv 

c. i and ii 

d. Only iii 

IV. The above extract indicates __________________attitude towards interviews 

a. Discouraging 

b. Condemnatory 

c. Laudatory 

d. Positive 

 

C. ―Maybe I give the impression of doing many things. But in the end, I am convinced I am 

always doing the same thing‖ 

I. The above is in reply to the question asked by ____________________ 

a. Christopher Silvester 

b. Rudyard Kipling 

c. Umberto Eco 

d. Mukund Padmanabhan 

 

II. What are the many  things  mentioned in the above extract? 

a. Different novels written by Eco 

b. Newspaper articles  by Umberto Eco 

c. Eco‘s academic works, novels, books for children etc 

d. Scholarly works on semiotics 

 

III. What is the ‗ same thing‘ mentioned by Eco? 

a. Similar narrative style 

b. Same philosophical and ethical interests pursued in Eco‘s works 

c. Academic works of Eco 

d. Works of fiction by Eco 
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IV. The above extract is taken from an interview 

between_________________________ 

 

D. ― It‘s a detective yarn  at one level but it also delves into metaphysics, theology, and 

medieval history. Yet it enjoyed a huge mass audience. Were you puzzled at all by this?‖ 

I Who were puzzled at the huge mass audience? 

a. Umberto Eco 

b. Journalists and publishers 

c.Readers 

d.Community of writers 

 

II What does ‗it‘ stand for? 

              III    What is the thing that puzzled many? 

a. The success of  a novel that provided difficult reading experiences. 

b. The plot of the novel 

c. complexity of the theme 

d. Eco‘s style of writing  

 

IV Which of the following options convey the meaning of ‗yarn‘ as used 

in the extract? 

a. She still spins the yarn and knits sweaters 

b. Douglas has a yarn or two to tell me about his trips into the bush 

                                      c.The shop sells yarn and embroidery floss. 

d. He took a ball of yarn from the basket 

 

E. ―Almost everything of moment reaches us through one man asking questions of another. 

Because of this ,the interviewer holds aposition of unprecedented power and influence‖ 

I Whose opinion about interviews is given in the above extract? 

a. Dennis Brian 

b. Christopher Silvester 

c.Umberto Eco 

d.Caroline 

II The interviewer occupies a position of power and influence 

as_______________ 

a. everything reaches us through one man asking questions of another 

b. Interviews are immoral, vile and cowardly 

c. Interviews are unwarranted intrusion 

d. Interviews are integral part of journalism 

III. Find a word from the extract that means the same as ―not known, experienced 

or one before. 

IV    ―Almost everything of moment reaches us through one man asking questions 

of another‘‘.  

It highlights interviews as 
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a. An attractive mode of communication 

b. Highly useful 

            c. Despicable 

            d .Detestable 

 

 

 

Answer Key 

EXTRACT A EXTRACT B EXTRCAT C EXTRCAT D EXTRCAT E 

I b I b I d I b I a 

II c II Vile II c II The Name 

of the Rose 

II a 

III b III c III b III a III 

Unprecedented 

IV c IV b IV Eco and 

Mukund 

Padmanabhan 

IV b IV b 

 

                      Short Answer Questions 

1. Why do most celebrities hate being interviewed? 

Ans: Most celebrities hate being interviewed as they consider themselves as victims of 

interviews. For them, interviews are an unwarranted intrusion into their lives and feel that it 

somehow diminishes them. 

2. What do you infer from the expression ―thumbprints on his windpipe‖? 
Ans: Saul Bellow, the American writer opined interviews as ‗thumbprints on his windpipe‘. He 

considers interviews as a strangulating experience. It suggests that interviews are suffocating and 

painful and he detested it. 

3. Why does Denis Brian believe that interviewer holds a position of unprecedented power and 

influence? 

Ans. Denis Brian believes that almost everything of moment reaches us through one man asking 

questions of another. So, interviewer holds a position of unprecedented power and influence. It 

highlights the utilitarian aspect of interview. 

4. How does Eco find time to write so much and do many things?  
Ans: Two factors explain how Eco was able to write so much. According to Eco, the life of every 

person has a lot of empty spaces that he calls as interstices. Eco did most of his writing during 

these free intervals.  

Eco also explains that people wondered that he had written so much on various subjects. He 

pursued same philosophical and ethical interests in his academic works, novels and in his books 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

149 
 

for children. Same interests-peace, non-violence, etc were pursued in all his works.  It saves his 

time and he could write prolifically in a short period of time.  

5. Describe the uniqueness in Eco‘s academic writing style? 

Ans: Eco's academic writing style was quite different and unique. His non-fictional writing, 

scholarly work had a certain playful and personal quality about them. It was a marked departure 

from a regular academic style which generally is invariably depersonalized and often dry and 

boring. The narrative aspect of his scholarly work makes it more interesting. 

6. Did Umberto Eco consider himself a novelist first or an academic scholar? 

Ans: Umberto Eco identifies himself with the academic community. He considers himself a 

university professor who writes novels on Sundays. Eco attends academic conferences and does 

not attend meetings of Pen Clubs or writers. 

7. What did the novel, The Name of the Rose become a huge success? 

Ans:'The Name of the Rose' is a very serious novel that delves into metaphysics, theology and 

medieval history. It sold between 10 and 15 million copies. It became a success among those 

readers who don‘t want easy reading experiences. The actual reason behind its success is a 

mystery as per Eco. 

Long Answer Questions  
 
1. Interviews have become an integral part of journalism and several celebrities have been 

interviewed over the years. In spite of that, many despise being interviewed. Elucidate. 

Hints 

Interviews- a commonplace of journalism -celebrities have been interviewed over the years-

opinions about interviews vary considerably- some consider interview as a source of truth and in 

practice, an art- several celebrities despise being interviewed-most of them consider interviews 

as an unwarranted intrusion into their lives-people are wounded by interviews as per V S 

Naipaul-Lewis Carroll had horror of the interviewer-Rudyard Kipling considered interviews as 

immoral, cowardly, vile and as a crime- H G Wells felt interviews as an ordeal-Saul Bellow 

considered interviews as thumbprints on his windpipe- interview has its own drawbacks that 

created aversion in many 

2. Describe Umberto Eco‘s views on the huge success of his novel, The Name of the Rose 

Hints 

The Name of the Rose- enjoyed huge success- a detective yarn-deals with metaphysics, theology 

and medieval history- sold between 10 and 15 million copies-became a success among those who 

do not want easy reading experiences-American publisher didn‘t expect to sell more than 3000 

copies- sold two or three million copies in US-Eco considers the success of the book as a 

mystery 
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GOING PLACES 

  THEME 

The story, ‗Going Places‘, describes the aspirations and dreams of the youth and the pain of 

unfulfilled promises and shattered dreams. It deals with the complexities of human relationships 

along with the adolescent fantasising and hero-worship. Sophie‘s character represents the 

adolescent anguish of having to conform to the norms set by the society. She rebels against the 

system by creating a make believe reality. In a way, Sophie‘s struggles are that of every teenager 

standing on the brink of adulthood and the myriad of other responsibilities that it brings. 

 

SUMMARY  

The story, through its protagonist Sophie, talks about teenage period, where people are often 

found dreaming about things that are far from reality. This period is all about desires and 

achieving the impossible. In addition, teens usually have a hero they look up to or adore in this 

age. However, the main background of the story is indeed a reality. It tells us about a girl, Sophie, 

who belongs to a lower-middle-class family. It is about Sophie who lives in a make believe world 

where she imagines herself meeting  the football prodigy Danny Casey in a mall and later going 

on a date with him. 

Being a normal teenager, she has also got many fantasies and dreams. Sophie belongs to a lower-

middle-class family. However, she dreams to own a boutique one day. Further, she also dreams of 

becoming an actress or a fashion designer. Similarly, Jansie, her friend, is more practical and 

level-headed. She knows that they do not have a strong financial background, thus they have to 

work in a biscuit factory. Jansie does not have any unachievable fantasies. She tries her best to 

help Sophie stay in touch with reality, but all that goes in vain as Sophie does not listen. 

Sophie has got two brothers and lives with her parents in a small house. She does not shy away 

from expressing her desires and fantasies. However, her parents do not pay much heed to it as 

they are far more mature than her. They are already facing the harsh realities of life, thus, they do 

not believe in her fantasies. Sophie‘s elder brother is Geoff who is tall, strong, and handsome and 

remains reserved. She is sort of fascinated by her elder brother. It is so because his silence makes 

her jealous .She wonders what he keeps thinking about. 

Further, we learn that Sophie is always fantasizing about a young Irish football player, Danny 

Casey. She has seen him play in a number of matches and thus starts liking him. As she is always 

living in her fantasy world, she makes up stories about him. In one made-up story, she tells her 

elder brother, Geoff, that they met one day in the streets. Being more sensible, Geoff does not 

believe her story. He feels it is highly unlikely that she just met such a sensation in the streets just 

like that. 

However, as Sophie is so good at immersing herself in fantasy land, she starts describing life-like 

details. Thus, upon hearing these details, even Geoff wishes that what she was saying turns out to 

be true. She even goes on to say that they will meet again as Danny has promised her. Thus, 

Sophie immerses herself so much in the make-believe story that she starts thinking of it as true.  

She keeps waiting for Danny to arrive, but alas he does not. Thus, on the way back, she is 

thinking about how Danny‘s not turning up will disappoint Geoff. Nonetheless, she still keeps 
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fantasizing about him and believes they will definitely meet. Finally, these fantasies  cause her 

disappointment. 

1) Sophie and Jansie are two friends, they discuss many things as they return home from 

school. 

2) Sophie dreams of opening a boutique or becoming an actress meanwhile Jansie who is the 

practical one knows that they will have to work in the biscuit factory. 

3) Sophie‘s family is poor. She lives with her mother, father, younger brother Derek and 

elder brother Geoff. 

4) Sophie envies Geoff as he can come and go whenever and wherever as he pleases. 

5) Sophie confides in Geoff that she met the young football prodigy Danny Casey. 

6) Geoff later tells the entire family including their Dad about Sophie‘s rendezvous.  

7) They refuse to believe her 

8) Sophie later confides to Geoff that Casey wants to meet her for coffee. 

9) The family goes to a match that Saturday and Casey performs well making Sophie proud. 

10) Later Sophie‘s friend Jansie who heard about her meeting Danny Casey for her brother 

Frank confronts her.  

11) Jansie promises to keep the details of the meeting between Sophie and Casey a secret. 

12) As Sophie goes to the coffee place for her date with Danny Casey, the readers get a sneak 

peek into the imaginary world created by Sophie for herself in which Danny Casey 

asks her out on a date. 
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VOCABULARY 

Incongruity –Not matching, strange 

Arcade – Gallery with arch 

Prodigy –A talented young person 

Amber glow – Yellow light 

Chuffed –Became happy 

Wharf –a level quayside area to which a ship may be moored to load and unload. 

Earmarked - Destined 

Melancholy – Sad 

Sophisticated –Elegant, Stylish  

Shepherd‘s Pie –A dish of meat and potatoes  

Grimy – Full of dirt 

Tinker – attempt to repair, fiddle with. 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTIONS  

1) She thinks money grows on trees, don‘t she, Dad?‘ said little Derek, hanging on the back of his 

father‘s chair. Their mother sighed. Sophie watched her back stooped over the sink and 

wondered at the incongruity of the delicate bow which fastened her apron strings. The 

delicate-seeming bow and the crooked back. The evening had already blacked in the windows 

and the small room was steamy from the stove and cluttered with the heavy-breathing man in 

his vest at the table and the dirty washing piled up in the corner. Sophie felt a tightening in her 

throat. She went to look for her brother Geoff. 

 

1) Choose the correct option about Sophie‘s parents based on the extract given above. 

a) Sophie‘s parents‘ marriage was an example of harmony and affection.  
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b) Sophie‘s relationship with her parents was warm and friendly.  

c) Sophie‘s mother was subdued while her father was detached.  

d) Sophie and her brother didn‘t like to stay with their parents.  

Answer- d) 

2) Choose the option that supports the contention coming through Derek‘s dialogue, ―She 

thinks money grows on trees, don‘t she, Dad?‖. 

a) Derek thought his sister to be unreasonable at times.  

b) Derek had no faith in Sophie‘s abilities to open a boutique.  

c) Derek thought of his sister as someone who was not realistic.  

d) Derek was not at all happy about Sophie‘s habit of day dreaming.  

Answer- c) 

3) It could be inferred that Sophie‘s mother was fatigued and burdened.  

Choose the option listing the elements that form the basis of this inference. 

1) her sigh 

2) her delicate bow 

3) her apron‘s strings 

4) her crooked back 

a) 1, 2 

b) 3, 4 

c) 2, 3 

d) 1, 4 

Answer-  d) 

―Sophie felt a tightening in her throat.‖ Pick the option that lists Sophie‘s feelings in this 

context. 

a) anxious 

b) annoyed 

c) uneasy 
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d) terrified 

Answer- c) 

2) On Saturday they made their weekly pilgrimage to watch United. Sophie and her father 

and little Derek went down near the goal — Geoff, as always, went with his mates 

higher up. United won two-nil and Casey drove in the second goal, a blend of 

innocence and Irish genius, going round the two big defenders on the edge of the 

penalty area, with her father screaming for him to pass, and beating the hesitant 

goalkeeper from a dozen yards. Sophie glowed with pride. Afterwards Geoff was 

ecstatic. 

1) Their visit to the match was like a ‗weekly pilgrimage‘ refers to  

a) strong bond as a family. 

b) love for a fixed routine. 

c) similar feelings of devotion. 

d) excitement for the match. 

Answer- d) 

2) Based on the following statements, choose the correct option. 

Assertion: ―Geoff, as always, went with his mates higher up.‖  

Reason 1: Geoff was not very close to his family and lived in his own world.  

Reason 2: Geoff was rude and indifferent towards everyone around him and didn‘t 

care about anyone at all.  

a) Reason 1 and Reason 2 both can be inferred from the assertion.  

b) Reason 1 can be inferred but Reason 2 cannot be inferred from the assertion.  

c) Reason 1 cannot be inferred but Reason 2 can be inferred.  

d) Reason 1 and Reason 2 both cannot be inferred. 

Answer-  b) 

3) ‗Sophie glowed with pride.‘ Her pride is the result of  

a) belonging to a region where everyone thought of Danny as a hero. 

b) watching her father cheer and support Danny. 
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c) The information she gathered from her brother, about Danny. 

d) being an avid fan and her sense of closeness with Danny. 

Answer- d) 

4) Ecstatic in this context means 

a) extremely happy 

b) sad 

c) amazed 

d) invigorated 

Answer- a) 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Sophie and Jansie were class-mates and friends. What were the differences between them that 

show up in the story? 

Answer: Sophie and Jansie were classmates and friends, but they couldn‘t have been more 

different. Sophie was a daydreamer who was ambitious, had a lot of fantasies, and was not 

realistic. Sophie aspired to make a lot of money and become famous. Jansie, on the other hand, 

was realistic, grounded, and aware of her fate. 

 

2. How would you describe the character and temperament of Sophie‘s father? 

Answer:Sophie‘s father is a very practical person who becomes enraged when she tells him 

about her fantasy dreams. He was characterized as a plum-faced, sweaty man with no refined 

behaviour or appropriate food patterns. He was a football fan who went to a pub to celebrate his 

team‘s victory. 

 

3. Why did Sophie like her brother Geoff more than any other person? From her perspective, 

what did he symbolise? 

Answer:Sophie liked her brother, Geoff, more than anyone else because he didn‘t talk much and 

was often lost in his thoughts. She envied his silence and imagined that he had access to a 

mysterious world. She wished to be a part of that world, and she imagined herself dressed up and 

welcomed by everyone. For Sophie, Geoff symbolized liberty from the monotonous life they had 

been living. Geoff represented freedom from the monotonous life they had been living for 

Sophie. 

4. What socio-economic background did Sophie belong to? What are the indicators of her 

family‘s financial status? 

Answer:Sophie came from a lower-middle-class family. While describing the setup of the house, 

which was small with a cluttered sink and a pile of dirty dishes, and while Jansie considers working 

in the biscuit factory after school, their financial situation is revealed. Furthermore, Geoff‘s 

occupation as a mechanic and Sophie‘s dream, the desire to become famous and earn good money; 
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another scene in the story in which her father rides his bicycle to the pub indicates their financial 

background. 

5)How does Sophie include her brother Geoff in the fantasy of her future? 

Ans. Geoff had always been the first one with whom she shared the fantasy of her future. She told him 

about her meeting with Danny. She also shared her plan of meeting him the next week. She longed to 

know more about Geoff and wished that someday he might take her with him. She imagined herself 

riding behind Geoff one day. 

 6) Why didn‘t Sophie want Jansie to know about her story with Danny? 

Ans. Though Jansie and Sophie were the closest of friends, Sophie did not want to share her 

story about Danny because she did not want her secret to being spread in the whole 

neighbourhood. She did not trust ‗gawky Jansie‘ with someone like that. For her, it was ‗a Geoff 

thing, not a Jansie thing‘. 

 

7) Did Sophie really meet Danny Casey? 

 

Ans. No, Sophie did not actually meet Danny Casey. Although, she did go and sit on a wooden 

bench near the canal, yet in her heart, she knew that she was only imagining things. She 

imagined him coming, and then imagined her own consequent excitement at his arrival. 

 

 8)Which was the only occasion when she got to see Danny Casey in person? 

 

Ans. The only occasion when Sophie got to see Danny Casey in person was when she had gone 

with her Dad and her brother to watch the soccer match in which Danny was playing. Apart from 

that, she had never met him in reality. 

 

 9) Who are the two girls? What do they talk while coming home from the school? 

 

Ans. The two girls are Sophie and Jansie. They are very good friends. While coming home from 

school, they were talking about their future plants. Sophie was keen to work as a manager, Jansie 

was more realistic and sensible of the two and reminded Sophie that they both had already been 

appointed to work in a biscuit factory. 

 

 10) Why does Jansie discourage Sophie about her dream? 

 

Ans. Jansie was more down to earth and realistic than Sophie, the dreamer. She discouraged 

Sophie about her dream about becoming a boutique owner, by reminding her that the fantasies 

that Sophie had taken a lot of money and Sophie did not have that kind of money to invest. 

Even her father would not allow her to work in a shop as a manager.  

 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS              

1.Sophie‘s dreams and disappointments are all in her mind. 

Ans: Sophie is a young school-girl belonging to a lower middle-class family. She wants to rise 

from the situation in which she finds herself. She is an incurable dreamer and escapist. She 

dreams of opening a boutique. Her classmate Jansie, who had her feet firmly planted on the 

ground, tells Sophie that opening a boutique requires a lot of money and experience and she has 

neither of them. Sophie, who floats in a dreamy world of her own, dreams of becoming an 

actress or a fashion designer. She has dreams of a hero also. She develops fascination for Danny 
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Casey, the wonder-boy of football. She sees him in action only once when he scores the second 

goal for United. She imagines him coming to her and tells her brother about the meeting. She 

goes on waiting for him on the next date but he does not turn up. She becomes sad and carries 

the burden of sadness all the times. Thus, her dreams and disappointments are the creations of 

her mind.            

2.It is natural for teenagers to have unrealistic dreams. What would you say are the benefits and 

disadvantages of such fantasising?     

Ans: Teenagers have boundless enthusiasm and ambitions. They have sweet dreams and go on 

fantasising. It is natural for them to do so. Every youth is a dreamer. Every great scientist or 

writer has a dream. Without some thing to aspire for one can‘t strive to achieve that goal. 

Dreams lead to the golden gate of success. Some teenagers float in the world of fantasy. They 

have unreal dreams. It is just like a child asking for the moon. Their feet are in the mud and they 

dream of the stars in the sky. Such fantasising results in disappointment and disillusionment. A 

dreamer who fails to realise his dream is labelled a failure. Those who realise their dreams 

become heroes and achievers in their spheres.  It is better to have dreams even if we fail to 

realise them. If the teenagers have dreams, they will strive to translate them into reality. 

 

My Mother at Sixty Six 

Kamala Das 

Analysis of the poem 

My Mother at Sixty-Six is a poignant (sad and touching) poem by Kamala Das which deals with 

the themes of ageing, a person‘s love for her mother, separation, uncertainty and death . A 

sensory and deeply sensitive poem, My Mother at Sixty-Six, is a first person confessional poem 

that captures the reader‘s attention and provides a glimpse of the subtle intricacies of a mother-

daughter relationship. The poem captures the speaker‘s train of thought and the entire poem is 

written in a single sentence. The poem makes use of a natural unaffected rhythm, striking 

imagery and a sense of movement to convey the insecurities and apprehensions of the poet about 

her rapidly ageing mother and the inevitable separation that must follow.This helplessness is 

poignantly brought out in the poem. The Emotions experienced by the poet are essentially 

universal in nature. The fear of losing a loved one is a theme that the reader can identify with. 

The main events in the poem are summarised in the form of notes for easy reference: 

NOTE MAKING 

1. On the way to Airport 

1.1. notices mother 

                        1.1.1. pale, wan, aged 

1.2 . like a corpse 
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1.3 dozing, open mouthed 

1.4 late winter moon 

2. Effects on the poet 

          2.1 sad 

         2.2. nostalgic 

         2.3  pain of separation 

         2.4 childhood fear 

3. Diverts mind 

         3.1 merry children playing 

         3.2 trees sprinting 

4. At the A.P. 

       4.1. security check 

         4.2 notices mother again 

          4.3 fear again 

          4.4 smiles 

          4.5 parting words see you soon, Amma 

 

 

Points to remember: 

 The sprinting of the trees symbolises the fast-passing years of human life from childhood 

to old age. This image, which shows movement and power, is in contrast to that of her 

old and frail mother 

 Children spilling out represent liveliness, vigour, fitness, beauty, exuberance and joy. 

This image contrasts dramatically with that of her mother, who is nearing her death and 

has grown frail, withdrawn, poor, and withered.  

 The poet draws a resemblance to 'the late winter moon' to suggest her mother‘s imminent 

death. Winter, being the last season of the year, is synonymous with dormancy and 

lifelessness. With old age, the mother of the poet has started to lose all her strength and 

radiance 

 The parting words of the poet, "see you soon, Amma," signify her farewell to her mother 

and an attempt to leave her optimistically and cheerfully. 
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 The face of poet's mother was pale, ashen -weak, painful, extremely aged. Her mother 

was too much fragile due to age -factor. Being too old, her signs of agedness could be 

seen over her wrinkled face. 

 Poetess compared her mother's face with a corpse (dead body) as no sign of action can be 

seen on the face of a corpse. Similarly poet's mother‘s face was pale, still and weak. 

Here is a list of poetic devices used in the poem. 

S.no Poetic Device Example from the poem 

1 Simile Her face ashen like that of a corpse 

  wan, pale as a late winter's moon 

2 Personification Trees sprinting 

3 Repetition Smile and smile and smile 

4 Metaphor Merry children spilling 

For the Term End Exam we have to deal with two types of MCQs: Stand Alone and Extract 

based 

Stand Alone MCQs 

1) What is the theme of the poem ―My Mother at Sixty Six‖? 

a) love towards nature                  b) poet‘s fear of losing her mother 

c) Poet‘s love for her father   d) All of the above 

2) Why was the mother‘s face looking like that of a corpse? 

a) It was dull and dark                   b) It was pale, lifeless and colourless 

c) It was tiresome and sombre      d) It was wrinkled 

3) What did the poet notice about her mother on her way to the airport? 

a) She has grown old                                   b) She was sleeping with her mouth open 

c) Her face looked like that of a corpse     d) All of the above 

4) Name the poetic device used in ―Trees sprinting‖? 

a) Repetition          b) Simile 

c) Alliteration        d) Personification 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

161 
 

5) What do the parting words, ―See you soon Amma!‖ signify? 

a) Poet‘s carelessness       b) Poet‘s hurry 

c) Poet‘s way of saying goodbye        d) Poet‘s optimistic farewell 

6) Why does the poet display a fake smile. 

a) to make herself happy        b) to make her mother happy 

c) to make others happy         d) to hide her pain 

7) The image of merry children is created to ________ 

a) to show energy and exuberance of young children   b) to show the way children play 

c) to compare herself with the children                          d) to show the pranks done by children 

8) Which figure of speech has been used in the line ―wan, pale as late winter‘s moon‖. 

a) simile      b) metaphor   c) alliteration     d) personification 

9) Which word in the in the poem is similar in meaning to ―go like lightning speed‖? 

a) spilling           b) merry         c) sprinting       d) away 

10) How is the imagery of young trees and merry children a contrast to the mother? 

a) mother is old in comparison to the trees and children 

b) mother‘s health-hopelessness and trees and merry children –youthfulness and hope 

c) like spring and autumn season 

d) mother is like ash while trees are green and children are happy. 

11) Choose an example of simile as used in the poem. 

a) familiar ache        b) like that of a corpse 

c) wan and pale        d) the merry children 

12) Out of the options given choose the distinctive feature of this poem 

a) Its simile                     b) the metaphors used 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

162 
 

c) alliteration and imagery d) narrative style using a single sentence in a set of 14 lines 

13) The poet, Kamala Das, uses her elongated smile to: 

a) make herself happy       b) make her mother feel sad 

c) to hide her pain             c) to comfort her mother 

14) The poet, who was with her mother, looks out of the car: 

a) to enjoy the sprinting trees      b) as she was feeling bored  

c) to see the merry children         d) in attempt to distract herself 

15) The thought that made the poet painful was: 

a) her mother‘s frail health     b) her mother was going to die 

c) she was leaving her mother  d) she would never see her mother again. 

16) The poet uses the simile ―as late winter‘s moon‖ to signify: 

a) shine and strength      b) energy and vigour 

c) dull and decay            d) dark and cloudy 

17) What do merry children symbolise? 

a) vigour and vitality         b) confidence and energy 

c) anxiety and despair        d) excitement and ecstasy 

18) Pick out a word from the poem which can be the antonym of ―miserable‖ 

a) merry      b) sprinting      c) spilling       d) corpse 

19) Choose a poetic device that is not used in the poem 

a) simile     b) metaphor     c) imagery      d) synecdoche 

20) What were the parting words of the poet  

a) Good Bye     b) see you    c) Adieu     d) See you soon Amma 

ANSWER KEY FOR STAND ALONE MCQs 
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Q1.b Q6.d Q11.b Q16.c 

Q2.b Q7.a Q12.d Q17.a 

Q3.d Q8.a Q13.c Q18.a 

Q4.d Q9.c Q14.d Q19.d 

Q5.d Q10.b Q15.d Q20.d 

 

EXTRACT BASED MCQs 

Read the extracts and answer the questions that follow: 

1. ―….. I looked again at her 

Wan,pale as late winter‘s moon 

And felt that old familiar ache, 

My childhood fear, 

But all I said was, see you soon, 

Amma‖ 

a) What was the childhood fear that troubled the poet? 

i) The fear of losing her mother 

ii) The fear of being alone 

iii) The fear of ageing of her mother 

iv) Her mother‘s pale face 

b) What do the parting words suggest? 

i) assuring her mother that she will be young and energetic 

ii) Consoling her mother about her future prospects 

iii) Assuring her mother that they will meet again 

iv) both i) and ii) 

c) Which figure of speech has been used in ―smile and smile and smile‖ 
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i) simile 

ii) metaphor 

iii) alliteration 

iv) Repitition 

d) What do you understand by―familiar ache‖ 

i) Fear of losing her mother                                                ii) Fear of getting separated 

iii) Childhood fear of losing her mother     iv) All of the above 

2. ―……….I saw my mother , 

Beside me, 

Doze, open mouthed, her face 

Ashen like that  

of a corpse and realised with  

pain….‖ 

a) Why did the mother‘s face look like that of a corpse? 

i) She was no more alive                           ii) Due to old age  

iii) She was suffering from anaemia        iv) Mother was not maintaining her health 

b) Identify the literary device used in this line; ‗ashen like that of a corpse‘ 

i) Simile       ii) repetition      iii) personification       iv) metaphor 

c) Why was there pain in the realisation? 

i) She may not see her mother again 

ii) She may not be able to take care of her mother 

iii) Her mother looked more aged 

iv) None of these 
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d) Why did she put that thought away 

i) It was destructive 

ii) It was painful and disheartening 

iii) It was humorous 

iv) It was joyful and vibrant 

3) and 

Looked out at young 

Trees sprinting, the merry children 

Spilling out of their homes 

a) What did the poet see out of the car window? 

i) children playing out door    

ii) sprinting trees 

iii) cows grazing  

iv) both i) and ii) 

b) Which figure of speech has been used in the lines ―wan, pale as late winter‘s moon‖ 

i) personification 

ii) simile 

iii) metaphor 

iv) alliteration 

c) What has the poet‘s mother been compared to? 

i) sprinting trees 

ii) merry children 

iii) winter‘s moon 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

166 
 

iv) winter‘s sun 

d) Which feeling of the poet is well expressed on her realisation that her mother was getting old? 

i) merry      ii) doubtful       iii) afraid       iv) agitated 

e) Choose the option that displays the same literary device as given in the above extract: ―pale as 

late winter‘s moon‖ 

i) I wandered lonely as a cloud 

ii) She likes the flowers that bloom 

iii) I had the same feeling as he had 

iv) none of the above 

f) Given below are some of the books and their authors. Which title perfectly describes the 

condition of the poet‘s mother? 

i) Somewhere Towards the End – by Diana Athill 

ii) Nothing to be Frightened of –Julian Barnes 

iii) If Cats disappeared from the World – Genki Kawamura 

iv) The Picture of Dorian Gray – Oscar Wilde 

g) Choose the option that appropriately describes the relationship between the two statements 

given below. 

Statement 1: The poet knows her mother was aged. 

Statement 2: The poet feels the pain of separation 

i) Introduction and conclusion        ii) reason and effect 

iii) question and answer                  iv) beginning and ending 

h) Some poetic devices and examples from the poem are given below. Choose the option that fits 

the poetic device to its example. 

i) Simile: merry children spilling out – Repitition:smile and smile and smile    
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ii) Personification: Young trees sprinting – Metaphor:Merry children spilling 

iii) Simile: pale as a late winter‘s moon – Imagery: all I did was smile 

iv) Imagery: old familiar ache – Simile: pale as a late winter‘s moon 

4) And felt that  

 old 

familiar ache, my childhood‘s fear 

but all I said was, see you soon, 

Amma, 

All I did was smile and smile and  

Smile….. 

a) Choose the option that applies correctly to the two statements given below 

Assertion: The poet gave an elongated smile 

Reason: She wants to leave her mother on a note of optimism 

A) Assertion can be inferred but the reason can not be inferred 

B) Assertion cannot be inferred but the reason can be inferred 

C) Both assertion and reason cannot be inferred 

D) Both assertion and reason can be inferred 

b) Why has the poet‘s pain of losing her mother described as ―familiar‖? 

i) There had been occasions in her life when she had to leave her mother 

ii) As a child she often fell down and felt pain 

iii) The poet was a heart patient 

iv) None of the above 

c) How did the poet hide her pain? 
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i) By giving an elongated smile 

ii) By covering her face 

iii) By looking away from her mother 

iv) None of the above. 

d) What may be the reason for comparing her mother to a late winter‘s moon? 

i) Late winter‘s moon has lustre and brightness 

ii) Mother was pale and colourless and lacked brightness of youth 

iii) Mother was active and energetic 

iv) None of the above. 

     KEY FOR EXTRACT BASED MCQs 

EXTRACT 1 EXTRACT 2 EXRACT 3 EXTRACT 3 EXRACT 4 

a. i a. ii a. iv e. i a. D 

b. iii b. i b. ii f. i b. i 

c. iv c. i c. iii g. ii c. i   

d. iv d. ii d. iii h. ii d. ii 

 

ASSERTION AND REASONING TYPE QUESTIONS: 

1) Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: The poet brings in the image of merry children spilling out of their homes. 

Reasoning: The merry children present an image of happiness and exuberance. This image is in 

stark contrast to the ‗dozing‘ old mother who is an image of ageing, decay and passivity. 

a) Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b) Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c) A is right, R is wrong  

d) R is right, A is wrong 
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2) Assertion: The poet compares her mother to young trees. 

     Reason: Her mother was also young once. 

(a) Both, A and R, are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both, A and R, are true but R is not the correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

(e) Both A and R are false… 

3) Assertion: The poet gracefully accepts the reality of her mother growing old. 

     Reason: She left the airport without much difficulty. 

(a) Both, A and R, are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both, A and R, are true but R is not the correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

(e) Both A and R are false. 

4. Assertion: The poet was honest and didn‗t have any hesitation in describing her mother‗s 

ageing face. 

 Reason: She compares her mother‗s face to a corpse. 

(a) Both, A and R, are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both, A and R, are true but R is not the correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

(e) Both A and R are false. 

5. Assertion: The poet wards quickly off the thought of her mother getting old. 
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Reasoning: The poet didn‘t want to confront the inevitability of fate that was to dawn upon her 

mother. 

a) A can be inferred but R cannot be inferred 

b) A cannot be inferred but R can be inferred. 

c) Both A &R can be inferred 

d) Both A & R cannot be inferred 

6. Assertion: The poet was scared of losing her mother or her company from her childhood 

days. 

           Reason: So, the poet was expecting this and hence ready for this to happen. 

(a) Both, A and R, are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both, A and R, are true but R is not the correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

(e) Both A and R are false… 

7. Assertion: The poet didn‗t reveal her sorrow on her face in the airport. 

            Reason:            She didn‗t like to create a scene there. 

(a) Both, A and R, are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both, A and R, are true but R is not the correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

(e) Both A and R are false. 

Answer Key 

1.a 2.d 3.e 4.a 5.c 6.c 7.b 
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"KEEPING QUIET 

BY PABLO NERUDA 

Summary of the Poem 

 

The poet advocates the need of introspection in human life in this poem.Human beings are 

always in a rat race for progress: we commit many atrocities against fellow humans, other 

creatures and nature. It is the essential tragedy of human life that we go through life without 

understanding its real meaning and fear death as the termination point of our worldly pleasures. 

Instead, if we could once be still and silent, look inside ourselves, we can emerge as better men. 

 

A Mind map for the Poem 

 

Poet asks the readers to stop all activities and keep silence 

 

ADVANTAGES 

1. Persecution of lesser creatures by man stops. 

2. People engaged in destructive activities analyse the harm done by them 

3. Wars stop and enemy soldiers become brothers 

4. Man gets the chance for INTROSPECTION 

 

By INTROSPECTION…. 

1.Man learns the real meaning of existence 

2 Stops fearing death as the termination point of his worldly pleasures 

3. Learns how to live a better life. 

Vocabulary 

 

1. arms: a. human hands 

             b:weapons 

2. exotic: astonishing, out of the ordinary 

 

3. single-minded: obsessed 

 

Extract Based Questions 

 

Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1. ―Perhaps the earth can teach us 

    as when everything seems  dead 

    and later proves to be alive‖ 

 

a) Which is the season mentioned here? 

Ans- winter 

b) What should humans learn from the earth? 
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Ans- Just as the earth becomes still and silent under the blanket of snow in winter and later 

emerges with greater vigour in spring, human beings should undergo introspection and come out 

as better beings. 

c) Which is the figure of speech used here? 

Ans- Personification 

 
2‖.It would be an exotic moment 

   without rush, without engines 

   we would all be together 

   in a sudden strangeness‖ 

 
a) Which is the moment mentioned here? 

Ans- The moment when all the world keeps still and silent. 

 
b) What will unify humanity according to the poet? 

Ans- The whole humanity shall be unified by silence 

 
c) What is the poetic device used here? 

Ans- Oxymoron. Two opposing words- ‗together and strangeness, are used together. 

 
3.‖If we were not so single-minded 

    about keeping our lives moving 

    and for once could do nothing‖ 

 
a) What are human beings single-minded about? 

Ans- Human beings are single minded about progress- they want to get forward in life. 

 
b)What is the disadvantage of being ‗single-minded‘? 

Ans- Running after worldly progress,human beings forget humanity and the real aims of life. 

 
c) ―And for once could do nothing‖- Do you think the poet is advocating inactivity here? 

     If not, why does he ask us to ‗do nothing‘? 

 Ans- The poet is not being nihilistic here: rather, he asks man to stop all his activities so that he 

can focus on himself, introspect and emerge as a better person. 

 
4."Fishermen in the cold sea 

     would not harm whales 

     and the man gathering salt 
     would look at his hurt hands" 
 
a) What do 'whales' stand for? 
Ans- Whales represent all the creatures and the nature itself who suffer due to human persecution 

and interference. 
 
b) Explain the poetic device used here. 
Ans- Transferred epithet. It is actually not the sea but the fishermen who are cold hearted. 
 

c) Who are referred to as 'the man gathering salt?' 

Ans- People who are engaged in destructive activities are referred to here as ‗man gathering salt'. 
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5."Those who prepare green wars 

     wars with gas, wars with fire, 

     victory with no survivors, 

     would  put on clean clothes 

     and walk about with their brothers 

     in the shade, doing nothing.‖ 

 

a)What does the poet mean when he says‘ victory with no survivors‘? 

Ans-No wars provide absolute victories. There will be casualties on both sides. There will be no 

pure celebration of victory for any side. 

 

b) Who are called as ‗brothers‘ here? 

Ans- When wars stop, enemy soldiers become brothers. 

 

c) Mention the poetic device used. 

Ans- Repetition. The word ‗war‘ is repeated thrice. 

 

Short Answer Type Questions 

 

1. What all can be achieved when humans keep quiet? 

 

Ans- Human beings all over the world will find unity in silence. All types of persecution will 

stop and the people engaged in destructive activities will get the chance to analyse the harm done 

by themselves. All wars will stop and enemy soldiers will become brothers. Human beings will 

get the chance to introspect. 

 

2.What is the sadness that the poet refers to? 

 

Ans- Humans run after material pleasures all their life. They fear death as the termination point 

of all these worldly indulgences. This wastage of the great gift of human life is referred to as 

‗sadness‘ by the poet. 

 

3. What is the difference that you find between the beginning and last couplets of the poem? 

 

Ans- In the beginning, the poet invites the whole world to keep quiet along with him. But at the 

end, the poet asks the world to keep quiet and adds that he will leave. This means that he has 

already given his message to the world and instructed men on how to live a better life. Having 

fulfilled his task, he is leaving. 

 

4.Why does the poet say ‖I want no truck with death‖? 

 

Ans-The poet has been asking the world to keep quiet and still. But he wants to make clear that 

he is not an advocate of inactivity or death. Rather, he wants to teach human beings how to live a 

better life. 

 

Long Answer Question 

 

1.‘Most of the problems faced today by human beings are due the fact that humans rarely look 

inside themselves‘- How does Pablo Neruda elucidate this idea in the poem ―Keeping Quiet‖? 
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Ans-In the poem Keeping Quiet, the poet talks about how man goes through life without 

understanding its purpose and meaning. Man is always in a mad hurry for progress. He pollutes 

and desecrates nature. He tortures and exploits creatures weaker than him. He doesn‘t even spare 

his own kind- he wages various kinds of war with his own brothers and creates victories which 

leave no survivors behind to enjoy them. Even in times of peace, the countries of the world try to 

intimidate each other by showing off their weapon power. 

 

According to Neruda, all these can change if man keeps quiet and still for a few minutes. It will 

give him a chance to introspect or look inside himself.He will then realise the harm that he has 

been doing to himself and others and try to mend his ways. The mad race for empty progress will 

stop. The man who emerges after introspection will be a new being who will make his own life 

and the world better. 
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A Thing of Beauty 

                                                                - John Keats 

John Keats (October 31, 1795– February 23, 1821) was an English Romantic poet of the second 

generation, alongside Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley. He is best known for his odes, 

including "Ode to a Grecian Urn," "Ode to a Nightingale," and his long form poem Endymion. 

His usage of sensual imagery and statements such as ―beauty is truth and truth is beauty‖ made 

him a precursor of aestheticism.  

 ‗A Thing of Beauty‘ is an excerpt from his poem ‗Endymion: a poetic romance‘. It is based on 

the Greek mythology of Endymion, the shepherd whose beauty was of such joy to the moon 

goddess Selene that it immortalized him for the rest of his days. The poem reflects the poet‘s 

attitude towards beauty.  
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Figures of Speech 

 

 

Alliteration: Use of consonant sound at the 

start of two words which are close in series 

Noble Natures, cooling covert 

Metaphor:A metaphor is a figure of speech 

that makes a comparison between two unlike 

things.  

The pall, Dark spirits, Endless fountain of 

immortal drink, wreathing a flowery band 

Transferred Epithet Figure of speech in 

which a modifier (usually an adjective) 

qualifies a noun other than the person or 

thing it is actually describing 

Unhealthy and over darkened ways, Gloomy 

days 

Personification A poetic device where 

animals, plants or even inanimate objects, are 

given human qualities  

Shape of beauty 

Antithesis Opposite words placed together old and young 

Imagery The usage of verbal images to 

describe a concept. 

Sprouting a shady boon, Daffodils with the 

green world they live in. 

Anaphora : Use of same word in two 

consecutive lines. 

of noble natures- Of all the unhealthy 

Imagery Creating a sensory effect of 

beautiful things lined up in a string 

A flowery band to bind us, daffodils in green 

world, clear rills, grandeur of dooms, cooling 

covert, endless fountain of eternal drink  

Inversion: Normal order of words is reversed Are we wreathing a flowery band. 

Oxymoron A figure of speech in which 

apparently contradictory terms appear in 

conjunction 

Mighty dead 

Enjambment A literary device in which a 

line of poetry carries its idea or thought over 

to the next line without a grammatical pause 

Its loveliness increases; it will never 

Pass into nothingness; but still will keep 

A bower quiet for us, and a sleep 

Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet 

breathing  

Hyperbole -uses extreme exaggeration to 

make a point or show emphasis. 

Endless fountain of immortal drink 
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Theme. 

Beauty is a heavenly tonic/drink – an endless fountain of nectar which appears in different 

forms– a tale, a poem, a play, a lovely object of nature or the heavenly bodies. It soothes our 

spirits and gives us good health, sound sleep and mental peace and removes the sadness from our 

lives and gives an everlasting joy.  

Tone  

Pleasant and optimistic 

Genre & Rhyme Scheme 

`A Thing of Beauty‘ belongs to the Romantic genre. The poem is written in rhyming couplets 

and the rhyme scheme is aabbcc. 

 

Glossary 

(Bower – a pleasant place in the shade under the trees, Morrow – the next day; tomorrow, 

Wreathing – flowers or leaves twisted or woven together into a circle worn on the head as a 

garland, Spite – malice; cause pain, Despondence – loss of hope; dejection ,Dearth – 

scarcity; lack of something, Sprouting – to appear; to develop something ,Boon – blessing ,Rills 

– small streams, Covert – an area of thick low bushes and trees where animals can hide, Brake – 

a thick mass of ferns, Grandeur – splendour, Brink – extreme edge) 

 

Symbol 

Simple sheep -refers to mankind as Christ is considered the shepherd who leads human souls out 

of the dark world of sins and temptations. 

 

Extract Based Questions 

 

Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

I A thing of beauty is a joy for ever: 

 Its loveliness increases; it will never 

 Pass into nothingness; but still will keep 

 A bower quiet for us, and a sleep 

 Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing. 

 Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing 

 A flowery band to bind us to the earth 

 Spite of despondence. 

 

1. On the basis of the extract, pick the opinion that is NOT TRUE about the theme of the poem. 

a) A thing of beauty transcends time and doesn‘t fade away. 

b) Beauty doesn‘t dispel darkness and is surrounded by evil 

c) A thing of beauty is not only physical but spiritual as well 

d) A beautiful thing has a therapeutic quality and brings in a ray of hope 

2  The rhyme scheme of the above extract is 

a) aabb 

b) abab 

c) aaab 

d) abba 
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3.Why do we need a ―flowery band‖? 

a) To look beautiful 

b) To pass into nothingness 

c) To tie  ourselves to the mighty dead 

d) To continue our lives happily despite the sadness that surrounds us ‗ 

 4.Read the lines: 

 April is the cruellest month, breeding 

 Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 

 Memory and desire, stirring 

 Dull roots with spring rain(TS Eliot) 

 

5.What does ―morrow‖ mean? 

a) Morning 

b) Evening 

c) The next day 

d) The day after tomorrow 

6. Which of the following statements regarding a thing of beauty does not correspond to the idea 

expressed in the poem? 

a) It leaves a lasting imprint on our minds. 

b) It leaves short lived impressions on our minds 

c) It will never cease to exist 

d) It‘s beauty grows with the passage of time 

 

Check your understanding 

 

1. How does Keats define beauty? 

2. Which line in the poem suggests that beauty is immortal? 

3. How do things of beauty prove beneficial to human beings? 

4. What does ‗bower‘ mean? 

II. Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing 

A flowery band to bind us to the earth, 

Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth 

Of noble natures, of the gloomy days, 

Of all the unhealthy and o‘er-darkened ways 

Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all, 

1. Based on the poem, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given 

below. 

Statement 1: The earth without the beautiful things is a place full of despair and 

unpleasantness. 

Statement 2: The ornate band created by human beings; ushers hope in their lives. 

a) Statement 1 is true but Statement 2 is false. 

b) Statement 1 is false but Statement 2 is true. 

c) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 can be inferred. 

d) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 cannot be inferred. 

2. In which of the following options can the underlined words be replaced with ‗despondence‘? 

a) The man paced about the room showing restlessness. 
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b) A chat with a close friend can take away our blues. 

c) I was in jitters, seeing the boy trapped in the trench. 

d) Being dogged is what led him to negotiate the challenges 

3. Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing 

  A flowery band to bind us to the earth –We tie ourselves to the Earth with _____. 

a) life 

b) band of flowers 

c) gloom 

d) beautiful things 

4. Why do we need to tie ourselves to the Earth? 

a) Earth is a beautiful place 

b) Earth is a Spiteful place 

c) Earth is a busy place 

d) Earth is a bountiful place 

5. ‗inhuman dearth‘ shows that there is:  

a) lack of beauty.  

b) lack of energy.  

c) lack or shortage of human beings with good values.  

d) lack of resources. 

6. Which of the following phrases have the poetic device expressed in‖leaping lizard‖? 

a) inhuman dearth 

b) gloomy days 

c) over darkened ways 

d) noble natures 

1. What do we wreath ourselves with? 

2. Why does the poet refer to the ‗spite of despondence‖? 

3. What does ―made for our searching ―mean? 

4. What, according to the poet happens ‗in spite of all‖? 

5. Why are our days gloomy? 

 

III.  Some shape of beauty moves away the pall 

 From our dark spirits. Such the sun, the moon, 

 Trees old, and young, sprouting a shady boon. 

 For simple sheep; and such are daffodils 

 With the green world they live in; and clear rills 

 That for themselves a cooling covert make 

 ‗Gainst the hot season; the mid forest brake, 

 Rich with a sprinkling of fair musk-rose blooms; 

 

1. Pick the option that matches the words / phrases with the literary device. 

Word/ phrase Literary device 

1. simple sheep A. imagery 

 

2. gloomy days 

 

B. metaphor 

 

3. bower quiet 

C. symbolism 

 D. transferred epithet 
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a) 1-C, 2-D, 3-B 

b) 1-B, 2-A, 3-D  

c) 1-D, 2-B, 3-C 

d) 1-C, 2-A, 3-B 

 

2.  What sprouts a shady boon for sheep? 

a) Cave  

b) Hills 

c) Rills 

d) Trees 

3.  The pall refers to  

a) Shelter 

b) Happiness 

c) Sadness 

d) A dark cloud of smoke 

4. The mid forest brake is made rich by  

a) Musk rose flowers 

b) Daffodils 

c) Rills 

d) Cooling coverts 

5.   The figure of speech in ‗Cooling covert‘ is  

a) Simile 

b) Metaphor 

c) Personification 

d) Alliteration 

6. ‗The green world they live in‘ refers to                 

 

a) The trees old and young 

b) Rills 

c) The background of the daffodils 

d) Cooling coverts 

 

Check your understanding 

1. List the things of beauty mentioned by Keats 

2. Why does the poet mention our souls as ‗dark spirits‖? 

3. How do the rills flow? 

4. What does the ―mid forest brake ―refer to? 

5. How does the beauty of the ‗mid forest brake ―get enhanced? 

6.What spreads the pall of despondence over our dark spirits? How is it removed?  
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IV. And such too is the grandeur of the dooms 

We have imagined for the mighty dead; 

All lovely tales that we have heard or read; 

An endless fountain of immortal drink, 

Pouring unto us from the heaven‘s brink 

 

1. The phrase immortal drink refers to  

a) blessings of our ancestors. 

b) the teachings of nature. 

c) a life-giving force. 

d) the beauty of heaven. 

 

2. An endless fountain of immortal drink, 

     Pouring unto us from the heaven‘s brink – Which of the following literary devices is not  

employed in these lines 

a) Metaphor 

b) Simile 

c) Imagery 

d) Hyperbole 

3.  Pick the option that uses the same literary device as the ‗mighty dead‘. 

a) sleepless nights  

b) deafening silence  

c) glaring lights  

d) time is a thief 

. 

4. ―Dooms‖ refer to  

a) Dooms day 

b) Memorials erected in honour of the departed souls 

c) Death 

d) All of these 

 

5. Pick the quote that matches best with— 

‗And such too is the grandeur of the dooms we have imagined for the mighty dead.‘ 

a) In the night of death, hope sees a star, and listening love can hear the rustle of a wing. 

b) When a great man dies, for years the light he leaves behind him, lies on the paths of men. 

c) Endings are not always bad, most times they‘re just beginnings in disguise. 

d) Cowards die many times before their death; the valiant never taste of death but once. 

 

6. ‗All lovely tales‘ evoke the feeling of 

a) sadness and nostalgia. 

b) nostalgia. 

c) inspiration and pride. 

d) pride. 

OR 

1.  Name the poem and the poet. 

2.  Who does ―the mighty dead‟ refer to?  

3.  What is the ―endless fountain‟ that the poet imagines?  
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4.  Explain the figure of speech used in the third line of the stanza 

5. Why is 'grandeur' associated with the ' mighty dead'? 

6. Identify and explain the poetic device used in the last two lines 

 

Short Answer Questions  

i. What are the things that cause suffering to us? 

ii. What does the line ‗Therefore are we wreathing a flowery band to bind us to earth‘ 

suggest?  

iii. What is the ‗spite of despondence? 

iv. Why is grandeur associated with the ‗mighty dead‘?  

v. What image does the poet uses to describe the beautiful bounty of the earth?  

vi. How does beauty leave an indelible imprint on our mind? 

vii. What philosophy of life is highlighted in the poem? 

viii. How is Mother Nature depicted in this poem? 

 

Long Answer Question 

1)  Human beings love life because nature is the best healer and brings beauty and joy to our 

life- Elaborate the idea based on your understanding of the poem ‗A Thing of Beauty‘ 

 

Value points  

Extract based questions  

1. 1.b 2.a 3.d 4.c 5.c 6.b 

2. 1.c 2 b. 3. d 4.b. 5 c. 6 d 

3. 1.a 2 .d 3 .c   4 a  5 d 6 c 

4. 1.c 2 b. 3 b. 4 b 5 a. 6 a 

 

i. Dark phases of our life, adverse circumstances, gloomy days, dearth of noble ideals 

and bad  health. 

ii. Earth is at the spite of despondence- humans lack noble qualities-gloomy days- all  the 

beautiful things around us- every morning we weave a flowery wreath to bind us to the 

Earth. 

iii. Spite of despondence is a state of our minds filled with ill-will and hatred for others 

due to profound hopelessness and gloom  

iv. The noble souls who have contributed for the welfare of humanity. Their sacrifices 

made them ‗mighty‘ and great. We remember them in a loving thought, a book of 

verse or by constructing a memorial. They possess magnificence or grandeur. 

v. The poet draws out the image of ‗an endless fountain of immortal drink‘ that pours joy 

on us from the brink of heaven. The beautiful things in nature or man-made objects are 

compared to the endless fountain of immortal drink. 

vi. Man treasures beautiful thoughts and sights in his mind for they provide him respites 

and relaxation in his gloomy days. Beauty thus leaves its lasting impression. The 

feelings of serenity and positivity inculcated soothes the human mind. 

vii. Keats found refuge from the pains and suffering of life in Beauty itself. He believes 

that beauty ‗moves away the pall from our dark spirits‘, making us love life despite its 

sorrows and suffering. 
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viii. According to the poet, the sun, the moon, trees old and young, the daffodils against the 

green background, the clear streams of water which create cooling comfort or 

passageway for themselves as they pass through the thick bushes and charge away the 

heat of the sun, the thick growth of ferns strewn with musk roses imparts endless 

happiness. Their beauty increases with time   and they will never pass into 

nothingness.  Thus, Nature is depicted in all its glory in the poem. Poet presents them 

as the best examples of things of beauty. 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTION 

 

A beautiful thing is a source of eternal joy, its beauty grows with the passage of time and its 

impact never fades away. It is as pleasant as a cool quiet bower or sound sleep with sweet 

dreams; or robust health and mental peace. It provides the beholder with a harbour of calmness 

and comfort. 

It is the beauty of nature that keeps us attached to this earth. Every morning we behold beauty in 

various forms and they help us to connect to the Earth. We forget all our despair, the lack of 

noble values, the misfortunes that befall on us. Life is full of trials and tribulations and we often 

find ourselves in the midst of gloom. It is at such depressing moments that a thing of beauty 

dispels the pall of sadness from our spirits making room for hope and optimism. 

The poet gives a detailed list of beautiful things in the poem and compares them to an endless 

fountain of immortal drink. The poem in fact reminds us of the necessity to find beauty in our 

lives. Beauty is the greatest gift of God to man which has been showered upon us from the 

heavens above. This beauty is eternal and everlasting, in whose glory men on earth bask and 

derive their perennial source of joy and happiness. 

 

A ROADSIDE STAND 

- ROBERT FROST 
 

THEME 
In his poem A Roadside stand the poet Robert Frost, makes a plea to the society for the need of a 

kind consideration to be extended to the simple country folk living in the villages. He expresses 

their pain, their despair, their miserable economic condition alongside a last-ditch effort made by 

them to earn just enough to feed themselves. He expresses his sadness and pain at their sorrow 

and seeks support and relief for them. He has brought out the wide disparity between the ‗Haves‘ 

and the ‗Have Nots‘ while highlighting the fact that this disparity is the result of the imbalance in 

the development of the cities and villages. 

SUMMARY 
It portrays the effort of a poor farmer whose earnest desire is to earn just enough money to keep 

his family fed and clothed. He wishes to do so without losing his self-worth, his self- respect. So, 

he has put up a roadside stand. He has on the stand wild berries and golden squash on offer for 

the city people who speed past his home. They are in such a hurry to reach their destination, so 

preoccupied with their lives and thoughts that most of them do not even notice this roadside 

stand. Those who notice are upset with the farmer for having destroyed the rustic beauty, or for 

having roadside signs pointing towards the North and the South placed pointed in the wrong 
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direction. Frost expresses his upset with the city people by telling them that if they can‘t 

understand the silent plea of the farmer and help him out then they should just drive by quietly 

with their money in their pocket. They have no right to be angry. He tells us that his anger unlike 

that of the city dwellers is not directed towards the farmer instead it is directed towards the city 

dwellers for their failure to understand the pathetic poverty which has led the farmer to build the 

roadside stand, their failure to understand the faith that the farmer has placed in his fellow human 

beings, their failure to understand that he only wants a betterment in his life, abetterment that 

they have seen promised in the movies- a betterment which they feel is being denied to them by 

the present government. 

Frost tells us of the official announcement through different news media about the so called 

welfare plans in the offing for these country people. They are going to be bought out by the 

‗greedy good doers‘ the ‗beneficent beasts of prey‘ and subsequently re-located to some kind of 

a well fare village with theatres and shops offering recreation and free food. This the poet feels 

will encourage idle living, which at first would be pleasing but would gradually destroy their self 

-worth, their peace of mind and their wits. 

The poet finds their childlike longing for betterment, their innocent faith in the city dwellers 

intolerable because it‘s all in vain. Their despair and sadness at the selfish preoccupation of the 

city folk breaks the poet‘s heart. What adds to their despair is that of the thousands of cars that 

sped past three did stop. Stopping they raised the farmers hope but only to dash it to pieces 

because the first car stopped to reverse, the second to ask for directions to reach their destination. 

The third car stopped to ask the farmer if he had a gallon of gas (Petrol) to sell. The height of 

selfish insensitivity sparks the farmer‘s anger because if he had money to stock up gas then why 

would he put up the roadside stand? 

Even if we were to measure their economic condition by the standard of living of villages, this 

farmer never had enough to meet the standard. In the poem Frost has shown the heartlessness of 

the city dwellers, while doing so his anger towards them rises in proportion to his desire to put 

the people like the farmer out of their misery at one stroke forever. An action which he would be 

able to carry out only when he experienced a temporary bout of insanity. He ends the poem 

saying that once he regains his sanity then he would need the world to put him out of his misery 

gently, because the pain of his action would make living intolerable for him. 

FLOW CHART 

 

The farmer puts up a roadside stand in front of his house 

↓ 

He hopes to make some extra income. 

↓ 

Offers wild berries and golden squash for sale to passers by 

↓ 

Thousands of cars pass by 

↓ 

The city dwellers all preoccupied with themselves 

↓ 

Those who notice don‘t see or understand the faith that the farmer has reposed in their 

generosity 

↓ 

Not one has the seeing eye or the empathetic heart 

↓ 
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The farmers purpose fails 

↓ 

He doesn‘t get the upliftment promised in the movies 

↓ 

Feels government is depriving him of what is rightfully his 

↓ 

The government and the so called philanthropists have an agenda 

↓ 

To buy out the people like the farmer and relocate them in welfare villages 

↓ 

They are promised a life of leisure and plenty 

↓ 

They will become idle freeloaders 

↓ 

They will lose their self-worth, self-respect and wits with time 

↓ 

The poet finds the farmer‘s innocent faith in the city dwellers heart breaking 

↓ 

Three cars stop and raise the farmer‘s hope only to smash it down 

↓ 

The first one stops to reverse 

↓ 

The second to ask for directions 

↓ 

The third to ask if the farmer could sell them a gallon of gas 

↓ 

Wants to put them out of their misery once and for all 

↓ 

The poet says it‘s an act which he would mt be able to do with his sanity intact 

↓ 

Once he regains his sanity after his acts he wants us to gently put him out of his misery 

 

VOCABULARY 
Shed- a road side stand  

Pathetically- pitifully 

Pled -pleaded 

Dole – alms 

Sinking and withering faint- sufferings resulting from hunger, even death 

Polished traffic- the sophisticated city people in the metaphoric sense. Literally the cars. 

Aside – thinking something else 

Out of sorts- angry 

Marred – destroyed, made ugly 

Crossly -angrily 

City money – money that belongs to the haves or the city dwellers 

Being -their life, their existence, themselves 

Expand – more comfortable and prosperous than it is currently 

Moving pictures – movies 
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Pitiful kin- the poverty stricken fellow human beings 

Calculated- with the intention of 

Soothe them out of their wits – destroy their ability to think for themselves  

In vain- of no use, wasted 

Lurk – remain hidden as you wait for someone 

Gallon – a measure of liquid to 4.55 litres 

Country – small settlements outside big cities / villages 

Owning – admitting 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTIOS AND ANSWERS 

Read the extract and answer the questions that follow: 

Question 1. 

The little old house was out with a little new shed 

In front at the edge of the road where the traffic sped, 

A roadside stand that too pathetically pled, 

It would not be fair to say for a dole of bread, 

But for some of the money, the cash, whose flowsupports 

The flower of cities from sinking and withering faint. 

1. Where was the new shed put up?  

2. What was its purpose? 

3. Why does the poet use the word ‗pathetic‘? 

4. Explain: ‗too pathetically pled‘ 

5. Who are referred to as ‗the flower of cities‘? (2009 Outside Delhi; 2010 Comptt. Delhi; 

2012 Comptt. Delhi) 

6. Identify the figure of speech used in ‗pathetically pled‘. 

Answer: 

1. A little house on one of the sides of the road was extended and a shed, a road side stand. was 

added to it by the owner of the house. 

2.It was set up to attract the passersby to buy things from them so that they could earn some extra 

money. 

3. By using the word ‗pathetic‘ the poet emphasizes on the fact that the condition of the shed 

owner was pitiful and as such it was a pitiable sight. 

3. By putting up the shed the owner was desperately pleading to the rich city folks to stop by at 

his roadside stand and buy things from there so that they could earn some extra money. 

5. ‗The flower of the cities‘ here refers to the rich and wealthy city-dwellers who can afford the 

best things. 

6. Personification – the stand has been given the human quality of pleading. 

MCQ 

1.The new shed had been put up by- 

A] The roadside 

B] In front of the house 

C] The window 

D]All the above 

 

2.The purpose behind the stand fails because- 

A] The city people don‘t have the seeing eye. 
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B] No one stops their car. 

C] The farmer is asking for a dole of bread. 

D] Both A and B 

 

3. The word ‗pathetic‘ has been used by the poet to highlight 

A] The badly put up shed 

B] To highlight the ignorance of the farmer 

C] To make the reader understand the penury of the farmer 

D] None of the above 

 

4. The poetic device used in ‗pled‘ is 

A] Personification 

B] Alliteration 

C] Metaphor 

D] Both A and B 

 

5.From the quoted lines pick out the words that bring out the farmers desperation 

A] The little old house was out with a little new shed 

B] Pathetically pled 

C] Pled for some city money 

D] both C and B 

 

6. Identify the poetic device in ‗the flower of the cities‘ 

A] Oxymoron 

B] Metaphor 

C] Personification 

D] Transferred epithet 

 

Ans. 1- D 2- D 3- C 4-A 5-B 6- B 

 

Question 2. 

The polished traffic passed with a mind ahead, 

Or if ever aside a moment, then out of sorts 

At having the landscape marred with the artless paint 

Of signs that with N turned wrong and S turnedwrong 

Offered for sale wild berries in wooden quarts 

1. What does the poet mean by ‗with a mind ahead? 

2. The phrase polished traffic is a metaphor for…… 

3. Explain N and S signs? 

4. Why does the poet say that these signs are ‗turned wrong‘? (2010 Comptt. Outside Delhi) 

5. The polished traffic was ‗out of sorts with the farmer. Why? 

6. Frost describes the paint work of the road signs as artless. Why? 

Answer: 

1. The phrase ‗with a mind ahead‘ suggests that the people who pass the roadside stand in their 

polished cars overlook the roadside stand as their mind is focused only on their destination. 

2. The city people who are polished or refined in comparison to the simple country people 

3. The N and S signs stand for the North and the South direction. 
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4. These signs are turned wrong because the farmer while making his roadside stand using the 

discarded sign boards accidently placed them pointing towards the wrong direction. The north 

was pointing towards south and the south was pointing towards the north. 

5. The polished traffic that is the city dwellers were upset with the farmer for having spoiled the 

scenic beauty by building the roadside stand using discarded sign boards. 

6. The reason is that the road-signs are made for very practical purposes- to show directions, as 

such the painting work is equally practical, no artistry or aesthetics is involved. 

 

MCQ 

1. The phrase ‗with a mind ahead is synonymous to- 

A] Being preoccupied 

B] Focused on the traffic 

C] Distracted 

D] all the above 

 

2. The phrase polished traffic is a transferred epithet because it is used  

A] for the well maintained cars 

B] For the city dwellers 

C] neither A nor b 

D] Both A and B 

 

3. The letters N and S are significant because 

A] They show the ignorance of the farmer 

 B] They have no aesthetic appeal 

C] They are abbreviations for North and South 

D] All the above 

 

4. The signs are turned wrong as 

A] The farmer wanted to confuse the passersby 

B] The confusion would make the cars stop and they would then buy his goods 

C] The farmer unknowingly committed the mistake as he was more focused on making the 

shed. 

D] Both A and B 

 

5.What made the city dwellers angry? 

A] The roadside stand 

B] they mistakenly thought that the farmer was asking for a dole of bread 

C] Both A and B 

D] the destruction of the rustic beauty by the farmer‘s roadside stand 

 

6. Artless means 

A] Aesthetic 

B] having no aesthetic beauty 

C] lacking in the painter‘s skill 

D] work of an amateur 

 

Ans.- 

1- A 2-B 3- C 4- C 5- D 6- B 

 

Question 3. 
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It is in the news that all these pitiful kin 

Are to be bought out and mercifully gathered in 

To live in villages, next to the theatre and the store, 

Where they won‘t have to think for themselves anymore, 

While greedy good-doers, beneficent beasts of prey, 

Swarm over their lives enforcing benefits 

(2000; 2007, Delhi) 

1.  Who are the ‗pitiful kin‘? 

2. What is in the news? 

3. Point out the irony in ‗mercifully gathered in‘. 

4. Explain why merciful have been called ‗greedy good-doers‘ and ‗beneficent beasts of 

prey‘? 

5. Why won‘t these poor people have to think for themselves anymore? 

6. Identify the figure of speech used in the last line. 

Answer: 

1. The pitiful kin are the poor people like the farmer who has built the road side stand. 

2. It is in the news that the property of the people like the farmers would be purchased by the 

government and the family will be relocated in welfare villagers. 

3. The irony is that the relocation of the country people is disguised as a charitable act but in 

reality, it is a very cunning, self-serving and money making act of the government and the 

moneyed people. 

   4.The merciful are the crooked politicians, greedy people pretending to be good, who only pose 

as beneficiaries. These powerful men are actually beasts of prey in the guise of beneficiaries who 

ruthlessly exploit the common people 

    5. These poor people are now in the hands of the so-called ‗merciful beneficiaries‘, who would 

provide for them, which will actually do them more harm than good, when the food and all their 

needs will be met with then they will not have to think about providing for themselves any more. 

    6. Oxymoron  

 

MCQ 

1. The word ‗kin‘ in the phrase pitiful kin points out the fact that the poor people are our 

A] Relatives 

B] Fellow human beings 

C] Blood brothers 

D] none of the above 

 

2. The news of the hour is 

A] The people like the farmers will be bought out 

B] They are going to be relocated 

C] They wouldn‘t have to fend for themselves 

D] All the above 

 

3. the irony in the word mercifully is 

A] It‘s a totally merciless act 

B] the selfish city dwellers are being merciful 

C] for once the government is doing its job correctly 

 

D] Both B and C 

4.Pick out the phrases which has the use of contrast and thus irony in it 

A] Greedy good doers 

B] Beneficent beasts of prey 
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C] Mercifully gathered 

D] both A and B 

 

5. The figures of speech used in ―greedy good doers‘is 

A] Alliteration and Oxymoron 

B] Oxymoron and metaphor 

C] alliteration and transferred epithet 

D] Oxymoron and personification 

 

6. The imagery in ‗beneficent beast of prey is that of  

A] An animal being hunted 

B] A predator hunting its prey 

C] The government hunting the poor 

D] All the above 

 

Ans.- 

1- B  2- D 3- A 4-D 5- A 6- B 

Question 4. 

Sometimes 1 feel myself I can hardly bear 

The thought of so much childish longing in vain, 

The sadness that lurks near the open window there, 

That waits all day in almost open prayer 

For the squeal of brakes, the sound of a stopping car, 

Of all the thousand selfish cars that pass. 

1.Why is the longing called childish? 

2.What cannot be borne by the poet and why? 

3.Why the longing has been termed as ‗vain‘? 

4.Why do the people driving in the cars stop sometimes? (2004 Delhi; 2011 Outside Delhi) 

5.Why does sadness lurk there? (2012 Comptt. Outside Delhi) 

6. Identify the poetic device used in ‗sadness lurks‘ 

Answer: 

1. Like children, these rural folks nurture many unfulfilled dreams and desires which might 

never be satisfied. They crave in vain like children waiting for their wish for some money in 

exchange for their berries and squash to be fulfilled. 

2.The poet cannot bear the thought of how these country folks are lured with false promises 

which are never going to be fulfilled and also because their child like faith in their fellow 

human beings understanding their plight and plea for help goes in vain, because not one 

passerby stops to buy what the farmer has on sale.. 

3. The longing has been termed as ‗vain‘ because it will never be fulfilled. 

4. The people driving in the car stop sometimes either to reverse, just enquire about the way to 

their destination or to ask for a gallon of gas if they ran short of it. 

5.Sadness lurks there hoping for one of the cars passing by to stop, there to buy anything from 

their roadside stand so that the rural folk are able to earn some extra money. 

6. Personification- sadness is a feeling but it has been given the human quality of lurking which 

means to hide while waiting for someone. 

 

 

MCQ 

1.The word childish is used to refer to 

A] The farmer‘s child-like innocence 

B] The farmer‘s innocent faith in mankind 
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C] The immature act of the farmer 

D] Both A and B 

 

2. The poet finds it intolerable to bear 

A] the entrapment of the farmers 

B] Their waiting in vain for one of the selfish cars to stop 

C] Their loss of faith in mankind 

D] Both A and B 

 

3. Why is the longing a vain one? 

A] Because the farmer is being vain 

B] Because the farmer has reposed his faith in his fellow beings 

C] Because not one passerby stops to serve the famers purpose of putting up th roadside stand 

D] Both C and B 

 

4. The cars stopped to 

A] Buy the berries 

B] Reverse 

C] Ask for directions 

D] Reverse, ask directions, buy petrol 

 

5. The poetic device used in‘ sadness lurks‘ is 

A] Personification 

B] assonance 

C] Metaphor 

D] Transferred epithet 

 

6. Why does sadness lurk? 

A] It wants money 

B] The farmer is haunted by the sadness 

C] The farmer is hopefully lurking behind the window for a car to stop 

D] The farmer waits with a sad heart for a car to stop 

 

Ans.- 

1- B  2- D 3- C 4-D 5- A 6- D 

 

Question 5 

No in country money, the country scale of gain 

The requisite lift of spirit has never been found 

Or so the voice of the county seems to complain 

I can‘t help owning the great relief it would be  

To put these people at one stroke out of their pain 

1. What does the poet mean by ‗country money‘? 

2. ‗Requisite lift of spirit ‗means…. 

3. Who is the voice of the country? 

4. What is the complain that the voice of the country has to make? 

5. What would be a relief for the poet? 

6. What does the poet intend when he says-‗To put these people at one stroke out of their 

pain‘? 

Answers 

1. He is referring to the meagre income of the country people. 
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2. Requisite lift of spirit is a reference to earning sufficient money to meet the basic needs of 

life, as it would bring happiness, satisfaction and also lift their economic status. 

3. The farmer in particular and the people living in the country side/ the villages in general. 

4. The complaint of the voice of the country is that they have never earned sufficient money 

even by the standard of living of the country side. 

5. It would be a great relief for the poet if he could put the people out of their misery in one 

stroke. 

6. The poet wants to kill the impoverished people. 

 

MCQ 

1.The phrase ‗country money‘ refers to 

A] the meagre income of the country 

B] The meagre income of the country people 

C] Both a and B 

D] The standard of living in a country 

 

2.The phrase synonymous to earning sufficient money is 

A] Country money 

B] Country scale of gain  

C] Requisite lift of spirit 

 D] Both B and C 

 

3. Who is the voice of the country? 

A] the farmer 

B] The Country people 

C] The poet 

D] The farmer in particular and the people living in the country side in general 

 

4. What is the voice‘s complaint 

A] It‘s penury 

B] That not even a single car stopped 

C] That the city dwellers are selfish 

D] The government preys upon them 

 

5. The poet would feel immense relief when 

A] At least a car would stop 

B] When the voice would stop whining 

C] When he could put the country people out of their misery 

D] All the above 

 

6. How should we reciprocate once the poet has put the country people out of their misery 

A] By applauding the poet 

B] By being gentle with him 

C] By going to him 

D] By gently putting him out of his misery. 

 

Ans.- 

1- A 2- C 3- D 4-A 5- C 6- D 
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SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTION 

1.Why do the people who run the roadside stand wait for the squeal of brakes so eagerly? (2003 

Delhi) 

The people wait eagerly for the ―squealing of brakes‖ because the sound would mean that a car 

has stopped at their roadside stand. It raises their hopes that the city-folk have stopped there to 

buy something from their roadside stand and some city money will come into their hands, the 

very reason behind their putting up the stand would be served. 

2.Explain: ―soothe them out of them wits‖ with reference to the poem The Roadside Stand‘. 

(2005 Delhi) 

The powerful men approach the country folk with false promises of providing them with better 

living conditions and a better life. These innocent and simple rustics repose blind faith in their 

false claims and feel soothed and satisfied. They fail to see through their crookedness and 

selfishness. 

3.Robert Frost sympathy for the rural poor is evoked by two incidents in the poem. What are 

these? (2009 Delhi; 2011 Comptt. Outside Delhi) 

Robert Frost feels an unbearable agony at the plight of the rural poor who are ignored and 

neglected by the rich politicians. The Government and the party in power are indifferent to their 

welfare. The fact that the farmers silent plea through his open prayer in the form of the roadside 

stand goes unnoticed also elicits the poet‘s sympathy. 

4.What was the plea of the folk who had put up the roadside stand? (2008 Delhi; 2011 Delhi; 

2013 Delhi) 

The folk who had put up the roadside stand pleaded to the city dwellers to stop and buy their 

wares so as to enable them to earn some extra money for a decent living. They wanted that the 

rich people to see and empathize with their plight and help them out by buying some goods from 

them. The money that these folks would earn from the rich people would help them to lead a 

better life, thus giving them the requisite lift of spirit. 

5.What is the ‗childish longing‘ of the folk who had put up the roadside stand? Why is it ‗in 

vain‘? (2011 Comptt. Delhi) 

The ‗childish longing‘, the poet refers to, is the dreams and desires of the rural folk who have a 

child-like longing for a better life.Their longing is for an empathetic understanding and 

reciprocal action from the city folk. Their longing is in vain because the city folk neither have the 

seeing eye nor an understanding heart as not a single car stops to buy their wares. 

6.Why didn‘t the ‗polished traffic‘ stop at the roadside stand? (2012 Delhi) 

The ‗polished traffic‘ conveniently overlook the roadside stand and do not stop there as their 

mind is focused only on their destination. They are caught up in their thoughts and have no heart 

nor mind to spare for the poor farmer. Moreover, they were so self centric that they were angry 

with the farmer for having spoiled the scenic beauty of the country side with his crude roadside 

stand. 

7.What news in the poem ‗A Roadside Stand‘ is making its round in the village? (2013 Outside 

Delhi) 

The news making its round is about the resettlement of the poor, rural people who will be 
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resettled in the villages, next to the theatre and the store. They would be provided with all they 

needed and thus won‘t have to worry about themselves any more 

8.Why do people at the roadside stand ask for city money? (2013 Comptt. Delhi) 

The rural people running the roadside stand are poor and deprived, unlike the people of the city. 

They thus ask for city money so that they too can lead a life of happiness and prosperity. This 

much-needed city money can give them the life that had been promised to them by the party in 

power. 

9.What does Frost himself feel about the roadside stand? (2011 Comptt. Outside Delhi) 

The poet is distressed to see the interminable wait on the part of the shed owners for their 

prospective buyers. He is agonized at the ‗childish longing in vain‘ of the people who have put 

up the roadside stand. 

10 Why does the poet say that it would be unfair to say that the roadside stand pled for a dole of 

bread? 

The farmer who has put up the roadside stand is not begging for a dole of bread that is alms. We 

understand this from the fact that on the stand lie wild berries in wooden quarts and golden 

squash which he wants the city folk to buy from him so he can earn some of the money they have 

in plentiful. 

 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 
1.Describe the roadside stand mentioned in the title of the poem. 

The farmer living the little house by the road side had constructed a new shed an extension to use 

as a roadside stand. It was a crude structure. He had recycled the discarded road signs to 

construct the stand. This gave it an ugly appearance as the painting of the road signs was more 

practical than artistic. The fact that the farmer had unwittingly placed the road signs pointing in 

the wrong direction added to the loss of its appeal to the passersby. The road side stand stood out 

like a sore thumb as it destroyed the rustic beauty of the mountains and the country side. It 

symbolized the farmers trust in his fellow human beings, his mute appeal to help him earn a little 

extra without losing his self- worth and self-respect. 

 

2.The merciful act was not merciful but cruel and self -serving. Elucidate. 

It was reported in the news that the government with the help of the rich beneficiaries intended to 

uplift the poverty-stricken country people. 

The plan was to buy out their holdings and then relocate them to welfare villages or new 

settlement. There they would be provided with all amenities. They wouldn‘t need to worry about 

their next meal. In this manner they would be lulled into a false sense of security which would 

slowly but steadily erode their ability to think. The greedy good doers, the beneficent beasts of 

prey be the real winners because they would for pittance gain immense stretches of land, which 

would be a veritable gold mine for them. Their strategy to usurp the land and rob the people was 

disguised in the form of the calculated benefits of theatres and shops. This deprives the poor 

country people of their capacity to eek a living with self-respect. In turn they lose their self-

worth and self-pride which leads to the loss of their peace of mind. Thus, they lose their ability to 

sleep, an ability they had once before the greedy good doers encroached upon their lives with 

welfare schemes. 
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AUNT JENNIFER'S TIGERS  

                  Adrienne Rich 

 
Widely read, widely anthologized and widely taught, Adrienne Rich was one of the most 

influential writers of the feminist movement. Born in Baltimore, Maryland, USA, she was one of 

the most influenced poets of the second half of the 20th century. Her oeuvre includes 19 volumes 

of poetry, three collections of essays and other writings.  A strong resistance to racism and 

inequality prevailing in human society echoes through her work.  Ms. Rich saw poetry as a keen-

edged beacon by which women‘s lives — and women‘s consciousness — could be illuminated. 

 Aunt Jennifer‟s Tigers‟ was written in 1951 and included in her first book of poetry     

„A Change in the World‟.   The poet uses third person narrative to eloquently voice the poem.Using 

the figure of Aunt Jennifer and her needlework – a tapestry of magnificent tigers in a forest, the poet 

explores the themes of womanhood, marriage (how it has systematically oppressed women for 

centuries), repression of one‘s personality and the importance of artistic expression. 

STANZA 1 

The first stanza of the poem introduces us to the Aunt‘s ‗tigers‘ that are stitched across a screen 

(needlework). The poet describes the tigers as ―bright topaz denizens of a world of green‖, 

to refer to tigers‘ bright yellow colour. The tigers in the needlework are free and uninhibited. The 

expression ―They do not fear the men beneath the tree‖ implies that these tigers are aware 

of the power they have.  The movement of the tiger is described as ―sleek chivalric certainty‖. 

As the tigers are unafraid and are aware of their strength, they move smoothly, fearless 

and with confidence.  

The tigers stitched on the cloth by Aunt Jennifer aren‘t merely a representation of a real tiger. It 

is rather symbolic of the tigers within her. The tigers are a symbol of the free, roaring spirit that 

moves around the forests, fearing no man or beast. The same spirit lies within Aunt Jennifer. 

Though marriage had crippled this free spirit in the real life, it bursts forth in the figure of the 

tigers whenever the aunt stitches the screen. Aunt Jennifer‘s needlework therefore isn‘t just 

imitative but an expressive one.  

STANZA 2 

The second stanza introduces us to Aunt Jennifer and the reality of her life. She is depicted 

doing embroidery which is a very traditional activity for a woman.  Her fingers are fluttering to 

create the beautiful image of the tigers. The fluttering of fingers suggest signs of anxiety, 
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nervousness and weakness. Her marriage to the uncle doesn‘t seem to be a happy one. She is 

finding it difficult to pull the ivory needle because she is afraid of her husband‘s dominating 

nature. This is because a ―massive‖ wedding ring weighs her fingers down and prevents her 

from working on her art. Uncle‘s wedding band is symbolic of an oppressive marriage. 

Though her needlework is the expression of herself, it is the wedding ring which weighs the 

finger down when she attempts to make this expression. 

The gloomy, closed and claustrophobic domestic space of the second stanza in which the aunt is 

trapped is contrasted with the open, spacious and natural atmosphere of the forests in the first 

stanza. The Aunt is truly unhappy in the ‗man-made‘ institution of marriage, clearly unlike the 

tigers who roam about freely in their ‗natural‘ state. 

STANZA 3 

The third stanza presents the reader with the sight of Aunt Jennifer‘s lifeless body.  The poet says 

Aunt Jennifer will remain caught in the ordeals of her marriage till her death. The poet says 

even when Aunt Jennifer dies, her hands will lie lifeless (still) surrounded (ringed) by the great 

troubles (ordeals) she was overpowered by (mastered by). Even in her death, the ring on her 

finger will remain as a testament of the unhappy marriage in which she was trapped. 

However, after her death, the tigers in the panel created by her will ―go on prancing, proud and 

unafraid”.   The fearless tigers she created, an embodiment of everything she aspired to be – 

proud, fearless and free will continue to live on.  The tapestries will outlive Aunt Jennifer, 

Uncle, and their marriage, indicating that art can create an immortal kind of freedom that 

goes beyond human oppression. The fact that her creation continues to exist even after her 

death makes the poem quite visionary. 

 

RHYME SCHEME: Divided into three stanzas of two couplets each, the poem employs a   

rhyme scheme of aabbccddeeff.  

MOOD OF THE POEM: Fear is the main atmosphere in Aunt Jennifer‘s life of ‗ordeals‘ where 

her fingers tremble and show terror.  An air of freedom and confidence dominates the 

atmosphere in her artistic creations. The men beneath the tree create an atmosphere of mystery.  

The image of Aunt Jennifer‘s corpse from the future is also a bit eerie.  

TONE OF THE POEM: The tone appears to be positive and cheerful when the poet describes 

the tigers.The tone becomes sad while describing the life of Aunt Jennifer. 
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THEME OF THE POEM:  The poem addresses the gender struggle that women across the 

world are subjected to in a male dominated society.  Aunt Jennifer represents women all across 

the globe who are caught in a patriarchal society. 

POETIC DEVICES 

ALLITERATION Finger‘s fluttering 

Prancing proud                     

METAPHOR Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by 

TRANSFERRED EPITHET terrified hands 

HYPERBOLE ―The massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band‖ 

PUN ―Ringed‖  

1) ring in Aunt Jennifer‘s  hand 

 2) difficulties which will always surround her 

IMAGERY bright topaz 

World of green 

PERSONIFICATION The tigers are personified throughout the poem when 

they are described as being proud, confident, and 

unafraid of men. The most striking instance of 

personification, however, is when they are referred to as 

"chivalric." 

ENJAMBMENT: It is the 

continuation of a sentence or clause 

across a line break 

―The massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer‘s hand‖ “When Aunt is 

dead, her terrified hands will lie 

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by.‖  

https://www.litcharts.com/literary-devices-and-terms/personification
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IRONY 

 

The poem centers around the situational irony of Aunt 

Jennifer embroidering an image of "proud and unafraid" 

tigers while she is weak and terrified.  

ALLUSION   Aunt Jennifer‘s ―Bright topaz denizens of the world of 

green reminds us of the famous lines from Blake‘s 

poem ―The Tyger‖ which describes a ―bright‖ tiger in 

the forest.   

 

SYMBOLS USED IN THE POEM 

Tigers- symbolize untamed free spirit. Here they stand in contrast to their creator‘s personality. 

The use of colours implies that Aunt Jennifer's tigers and their land are more vital and enjoy a 

sense of freedom far greater than her. They pace and prance freely, proudly, fearless, confident 

and majestic, fearless of men. 

 

Wedding band: Symbol of oppression in an unhappy marriage. Its weight refers to the burden 

of gender expectations. Ringed means encircled or trapped, losing individuality and freedom. 

Aunt Jennifer: a typical victim of male oppression in an unhappy marriage, who suffers loss of 

individuality, dignity and personal freedom silently. She becomes dependent, fearful and frail. 

Embroidery: Symbol of creative expression. The artwork expresses the Aunt‘s suppressed 

desires and becomes her escape from the oppressive reality of her life. 

 

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow 

Q. Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers prance across a screen 

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green. 

They do not fear the men beneath the tree; 

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. (CBSE 2017) 

a) Why are the tigers called Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers? 

Value point: tigers are the art work / embroidery done by Aunt Jennifer- they 

represent her hidden dreams and aspirations. 

b) What is the ‗screen‘? 

Value point: the panel /tapestry where she is doing the needlework 
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c) How are they described here? 

Value point: as inhabitant of green forest, bright yellow in colour, prancing unafraid. 

d) What does the word ‗chivalric‘ mean? 

Value point: brave 

e) Why do the tigers not fear the men beneath the tree? 

Value point:tigers are brave, strong, fearless and full of confidence. 

f) What do you understand by ‗Chivalric Certainty‘? 

Value Point:  refers to sense of confidence and chivalry that the tiger possesses. – 

they are confident/ sure of their power and strength.  

g) Are the tigers real? Give reasons for your answer 

Value point: No -can be seen on a panel - embroidery done by Aunt Jennifer. 

 

Q. ―Aunt Jennifer's finger fluttering through her wool 

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of Uncle's wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer's hand. 

a) Identify the figure of speech in ‗fingers fluttering‘. What does the expression suggest? 

Value point: Fig of Speech – Alliteration. It suggests Aunt‘s physical tiredness. It 

also implies her fear of her husband. 

b) What has caused this condition? 

Value Point: Her troubled marriage and domination by her husband has caused this 

condition. 

c) What does the weight of the ‗band‘ symbolize? 

Value point: Band symbolizes oppression by her husband – burdened by marital 

responsibilities – feels subjugated. 

d) Describe the irony in the third line 

Value point: The wedding band is a symbol of conjugal happiness but for Aunt 

Jennifer, it has become a burden. 

e)  What is Aunt Jennifer doing with her wool? 

Value point: working on an embroidery panel creating tigers. 

f) Why does she find it difficult to pull her ivory needle? 

Value point: she is weak, afraid and has lost confidence in herself 

Q. ―When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 

       Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 
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       The tigers in the panel that she made 

       Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.‖ 

1 .Which word in the stanza  shows the unparalleled sufferings of the aunt? 

     a) Prance   b) Ordeal    c) Terrified  d) Dead 

 Value point : b) Ordeal 

2. The figure of speech in ―The massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band‖. 

Value point: Hyperbole 

3. In the poem, art has been used as 

a)  a symbol of marriage 

b) The institution of marriage 

c) The reality of life 

d) A medium of escape from reality. 

Value point:A medium of escape 

4. Why are Aunt Jennifer‘s hands called ‗ terrified‘? 

Value point: due to the fear of her dominating husband. 

5. What are they still ringed with? 

Value point:  They still seem to carry the burden of hardships which troubled her. 

6. What will happen tothe Tigers after her death? 

Value point: tigers will continue to live proud and unafraid – the art created by aunt 

will go on. 

 

Answer the following questions  

1. How do ‗denizens‘ and ‗chivalric‘ add to our understanding of the tiger‘s attitude? 

(CBSE Sample paper 2011) 

Value point: denizens – (tigers live in world of green/ forest), chivalric (brave, fearless, 

basic nature of the tigers) / brave and fearless animals living in the forest . 

2. Why are the tigers not afraid of the men? 

Value point:   The tigers are not afraid of men because they are brave, strong, fearless 

and full of confidence. 

3. Why are the tigers called ―Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers‖? 

Value point: because it is she who is embroidering them and they are a reflection of her 

suppressed self 

4. Why are Aunt‘s hands fluttering? 
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Value point: She is terrorized by her husband - Sign of nervousness/ weak – She lives in 

constant fear of her husband and very weak 

5. Explain the massive weight of uncle‘s wedding band? 

Value point: symbol of bondage/ She is chained in the unhappy marriage life. It suggests 

her sufferings in marriage life 

6. Why does he wedding band ‗ sit heavily‘ upon Aunt Jennifer‘s hand? 

Value point:  Wedding ring – a constant reminder to Aunt Jennifer of the miserable 

marriage – it‘s a sign of oppression. 

7. What will happen to Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers when she is dead? 

Value point: The tigers will still keep prancing over the panel even when Aunt is dead. 

They will outlive her 

8. How do the tigers symbolize her inner longing?  

Value point :  Aunt creates tigers to express her suppressed personality and her natural 

longing to be free and independent 

9. Why is she ―ringed with ordeals‖? 

Value point:  The ‗ring‘ here refers to her wedding band or ring, which has brought with 

it a host of family responsibilities. She feels so surrounded (i.e. ringed) by her marital 

constraints that it seems like an ordeal to her. 

10. What is the difference between her and the tigers? 

Value point :  Aunt Jennifer is quite weak and submissive, whereas the tigers are strong, 

bold and powerful. She is bound by the constraints of her married fife, while the tigers 

are free to move about in the green woods. 

11. Why has Aunt Jennifer created the tigers so different from her own character?( CBSE 

2014) 

Value point : Aunt Jennifer  is a timid / weak woman who has been treated badly by her 

husband. She could never stand up boldly against her husband. But revolts silently in her 

own way by creating tigers,ie through her artistic expression. The tigers created by Aunt 

Jennifer are an expression of her desire to free herself from the constraints of her married 

life. She wants to be bold and fearless like her tigers. 

12.  What picture of male chauvinism (tyranny) do we find in the poem? (CBSE 2016) 

Value point: Aunt Jennifer - controlled by her husband – her freedom exists only in her 

dreams – heaviness of the ring and trembling of fingers in dread indicate oppression. 

13. W hat will happen to Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers when she is dead? (CBSE 2013) 
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Value point:  The tigers that Aunt created will live fearlessly and walk with grace, 

elegance and confidence. 

14. How does Aunt Jennifer express her bitterness and anger against male dominance? 

Ans: Aunt Jennifer is too terrified to openly resist the oppression that she is victim of. 

She expresses her bitterness and anger against male dominance silently through her art. 

She creates tigers on her tapestry; animals that are symbolic of bravery, fearlessness and 

strength. Besides, she portrays these tigers as creatures unafraid of the men around them. 

The tigers she creates are wild and free from any kind of bondage. 

15. What are the ‗ordeals‘ Aunt Jennifer is surrounded by, why is it significant that the poet 

uses the word ‗ringed‘? What are the meanings of the word ‗ringed‘ in the poem. 

Ans: Although Aunt Jennifer‘s ordeals are not explicitly mentioned in the poem, but we 

can easily judge that she suffers from matrimonial oppression and is a victim of 

patriarchy and male chauvinism. Her personal liberty and desires are constricted by her 

domineering husband.  She might be burdened with heavy responsibilities towards the 

family and her husband. 

The poet uses the word ‗ringed‘ to signify that after her death also, Aunt Jennifer‘s hands 

will still be affected by the dominance of a male, perhaps her husband. The word ‗ringed‘ 

could have several shades of meaning. First of all, the ring refers to the wedding ring 

which symbolizes the sacred bond of marriage. In Aunt‘s case, the marriage has proved 

to be burdensome and restrictive. So the word ‗ringed‘ in the poem also refers to the 

confines, constraints and demands of marriage that bind a woman. 

IMPORTANT words: 

Prance, screen, topaz, denizens, sleek, chivalric, certainty, fluttering, terrified, unafraid 

PREVIOUS YEARS‘ CBSE QUESTIONS (TRY TO ANSWER YOURSELF) 

1. What are some of the ordeals faced by Aunt Jennifer in her life? 

2. Why did Aunt Jennifer create the tigers in the tapestry? 

3. How does the poet Adrienne Rich make Aunt Jennifer a telling metaphor of suppressed 

womanhood? (Sample paper 2022) 

4. Why are Aunt Jennifer‘s fingers fluttering? 

5. How Aunt Jennifer expressed her anger and bitterness against male dominance? 

6. What lies heavily on Aunt Jennifer‘s hand? How is it associated with her husband? 

7. Why did Aunt Jennifer choose to embroider tigers on the panel? 

8. What character traits of Aunt Jennifer‘s come to light in the poem? 

9. What do you understand by ―massive weight of uncle‘s wedding band‖? 

10. How does the poet describe Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers? 
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THE THIRD LEVEL 

JACK FINNEY 

Main Points 

1.Grand Central Station of New York has two levels. But Charley, a thirty-one year old resident 

of New York, talks about a third level.  He believes in the existence of this hypothetical third 

level and claims to have been there. 

2.Charley visits a psychiatrist friend to talk about this problem. The psychiatrist calls it a 

―waking-dream wish fulfillment‖ and rationalizes Charley's experience by saying that the 

―modern world is full of insecurity, fear, worry, and war...‖ and everybody wants to escape to 

some ―temporary refuge from reality.‖ According to him, even hobbies like stamp collection is a 

manifestation of this escape. Charley thinks about his grandfather who didn‘t need any refuge 

from reality.  

3. The fast growing Grand Central station at times seems to be a maze to Charley. He had lost his 

way a couple of times earlier too while taking the subway.  

4. Once, he entered the lobby of the Roosevelt Hotel while the other time he emerged at an office 

building that was three blocks away. But this time when he loses his way, something unique 

happens. He visits the third level! 

5.Charley keeps walking in the quiet corridor, angling left and slanting downward, till he reaches 

an architecturally old station that is completely different from the two familiar levels.  

6. The antiquated small room with fewer ticket counters and train gates, a wooden information 

booth, flickering open flame gas lights and brass spittoons reminds him of the architecture of the 

1800s.  

7. He also finds that people are dressed in outmoded outfits. He notices that the date on the 

newspaper ‗The World‘ is printed June 11, 1894. As he tenders money to the clerk at the counter 

to buy two tickets, he realizes that he needs to have old currency bills to do so. 

8.He had always wanted to travel to Galesburg with his wife, Louisa. In his mind, it is ―a 

wonderful town still, with big old frame houses, huge lawns, and tremendous trees....‖ It is a 

place with long and pleasant summer evenings and where people have time for each other.  

9. So, the next day during lunch, he exchanges three hundred dollars for old style bills amounting 

to some two hundred only.  

10. The loss doesn‘t bother him much as he believes that in Galesburg everything will be cheaper 

and that he can manage even with a small amount. But, he could never again find the corridor 

leading to the third level. 

11.His wife Louisa is worried after knowing all this and asks him not to look for the third level 

any further. Suddenly Charley realises that his friend, Sam Weiner, is nowhere to be found, so he 

and his wife keep looking for him in the weekends. 

12.Philately is not just stamp collection but a broad term including the study of stamps, postal 

history and other related items.  
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13. When a new stamp is issued, on the first day, people mail a blank paper to themselves and 

then retain that unopened letter with the date on the postmark. Such an envelope is known as a 

‗first day cover‘. Charley has inherited his grandfather‘s collection of first day covers. 

14.One day while fidgeting with his stamp collection, Charley comes across a letter that was not 

there earlier. It bears the postmark on a faded six-cent stamp with a picture of the President 

Garfield.  

15. The envelope was sent on July18, 1894 to Charley's grandfather in Galesburg and is 

addressed to Charley.  

16. The letter was written by Sam Weiner, who was Charley's psychiatrist!  

Sam has reached Galesburg and is having whale of a time there.  

17. He also invites Charley and Louisa to Galesburg. When Charley goes to the stamp and coin 

store, he is apprised of Sam's exchanging eight hundred dollars for the old currency bills.  

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Do you think that the third level was a medium of escape for Charley? Why? /How did 

Charley‘s psychiatrist friend interpret his unique experience? 

Ans.Yes, the third level was a medium of escape for Charley from the unhappy modern world 

that is full of insecurity, fear, war, worry and the like. He could never find it again at the Grand 

Central Station. Charley did not agree with his psychiatrist friend when the latter called his 

experience of visiting the third level ‗a waking-dream wish fulfillment.‘ His friend tried in vain 

to make him realise that his hallucinations are a result of his strong desire to escape to the 

peaceful times of the 1890s. 

2.What is a first day cover? 

When a new stamp is issued, on the first day, people mail a blank paper to themselves and then 

retain that unopened letter with the date on the postmark. Such an envelope is known as a ‗first 

day cover‘. 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What does the third level refer to?  

Ans.The Grand Central Station of New York has subways on two levels from where the 

commuters take trains to different destinations. No third level was ever built. However, the 

protagonist of the story, Charley, believes in the existence of a third level, operating in a time-

frame of 1890s. The third level signifies an escape from the modern world that is ―full of 

insecurity, fear, war, worry and all the rest of it....‖ The period of 1890s represents a peaceful life 

not possible in the present era. From this level, the protagonist wants to travel to Galesburg, 

Illinois, with his wife Louisa. For him, it is a part of reality while his psychiatrist friend calls it a 

―waking-dream wish fulfilment.‖ 

2.Would Charley ever go back to the ticket-counter on the third level to buy tickets to Galesburg 

for himself and his wife?  

Ans. After reading the story we get to know that Charley was interested in travelling to 

Galesburg with his wife Louisa. However, he couldn‘t locate the third level again. The first time 

round, he found the third level by accident. When he reached the ticket-counter, he realised that 

the currency he had with him was not useful as it belonged to a different period. He went back to 

convert his three hundred dollars into the ―old-style currency‖ that could enable him to buy two  
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tickets to Galesburg. However, when he returned to the Grand Central, he could not find the 

corridor leading to the third level. He couldn‘t go back looking for the third level as his wife was 

too worried about him. Moreover, he himself had stopped looking for it after sometime. 

3. What do you infer from Sam‘s letter to Charley? 

Ans. The letter was addressed to Charley but mailed to his grandfather in Galesburg, Illinois. It 

was mailed in 1894 and now appears in his grandfather‘s collection. The letter was suddenly 

found among the first-day covers where it had never been seen earlier. Moreover, the contents of 

the letter are exactly what Charley thought about Galesburg of 1890s. Sam's letter to Charley is a 

mystery that blends together the worlds of reality and fantasy, and thus, needs further exploring. 

 

There are two perspectives from which one can look at the letter. At one level, it proves that Sam 

has reached Galesburg of 1984. However, if we look at a deeper level, we can infer that the letter 

is just another instance of his hallucination or dreams of escapism. It is possible that while 

Charley was looking at the old first-cover letter, he was carried away to a different world where 

the letter was sent to Charley by Sam. The letter reflects Sam‘s undeterred urge that forces him 

to keep looking for the third level. 

Questions for Practice 

Q1. What did Sam mean when he said that Charley had a ‗waking dream wish fulfilment‘? 

A. a dream that will become reality 

B. a dream that helps him forget his present 

C. a dream that helps him to go to future 

D. a dream that helps him forget the past 

Q2.  ‗That made my wife kind of mad.‟  What made Louisa mad/unhappy? 

A. Charley‘s unhappiness 

B. Charley‘s waking dream wish fulfilment 

C. Charley‘s happiness 

D. Charley‘s temporary refuge from reality 

Q3.  What do his friends refer to as ‗temporary refuge from reality‘? 

A. His visit to Third level 

B. His occupation 

C. Stamp collection, his hobby 

D. Grand Central as an exit 

Q4.  Now, I don‘t know why this should have happened to me. Why did Charley say so? 

i. He is just like any other men of his times 

ii. He wasn‘t trying to escape 

iii. He is not like other men at the third level 

iv. He was on his way to his uptown apartment 

v. He already has a means of escape 
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A. i, ii & v                        

B. ii, iii & v     

C.  i, iii & iv                         

D. i,  ii  & iv 

Q5. Choose the option that suits the Grand Central Station as seen by Charley. 

A. Station is like a huge tree 

B. Developing fast in an inconspicuous way 

C. New staircases, corridors & tunnels like roots of tree 

D. All the above 

Q6.  Assertion (A) My three hundred dollars bought less than two hundred in old-style bills,  

                    but I didn‘t care.  

          Reason (R) Eggs were just thirteen cents a dozen. 

A. A is true but R is false  

B. Both  A and R are correct and R is the correct explanation for A 

C. Both A and R are correct but R is not the correct explanation for A 

D. A is false but R is true  

Q7.  Classify (1) to (4) as Fact (F) or Opinion (O), based on your reading of The Third  

Level. 

1. Charley consulted his psychiatrist friend. 

2. Charley‘s visit to third level was a waking dream wish fulfilment. 

3. Charley wanted two tickets to Galesburg of 1890s  

4. Charley‘s grandfather had a nice collection of stamps 

A. F - 1, 3 & 4; O - 2  

B. F - 1, 2, 3; O - 4  

C. F - 2; O - 1, 3 & 4  

D. F- 3 & 4; O - 1 & 2 

I. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 

Of course the money was old-style bills, half again as big as the money we use nowadays, 

and different-looking. I turned away and got out fast. There’s nothing nice about jail, even 

in 1894. 

Q8. From where did Charley get out fast? 

A. Psychiatrist‘s consulting room 

B. Roosevelt Hotel 

C. Subway 
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D. Third Level  

Q9.  What made Charley think about jail? 

A. For trespassing into the third level 

B. Clerk‘s threat that he can‘t escape 

C. His failure to get tickets 

D. His failure to keep change 

Q10. Why was Charley unable to get tickets from the Third level to go to Galesburg? 

A. Didn‘t have enough money 

B. Didn‘t have new style currency 

C. Didn‘t have old style currency 

D. Couldn‘t communicate to clerk 

Q11. Why did Charley turn away and get out fast? 

A. Clerk refused to give tickets for he was looking strange 

B. Clerk refused to give tickets for he did not have change 

C. Clerk refused to give tickets for there were no trains to Galesburg 

D. Clerk refused to give tickets because he thought that Charley was trying to cheat him. 

Q12. Select the option that best displays a cause-effect relationship. 

A Cause Effect  B Cause Effect 

Charley gave 

old style 

currency 

Clerk warned that 

he can‘t escape 

Charley gave new 

style currency 

Clerk threatened 

to arrest Charley 

  

C Cause Effect D Cause Effect 

Clerk 

threatened to 

arrest 

Charley 

Charley gave new 

style currency 

Clerk threatened to 

arrest Charley 

Charley gave 

old style 

currency 

 

II. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 

Sometimes I think Grand Central is growing like a tree, pushing out new corridors and 

staircases like roots. There’s probably a long tunnel that nobody knows about feeling its 

way under the city right now, on its way to Times Square, and maybe another to Central 

Park. And may be — because for so many people through the years Grand Central has 

been an exit, a way of escape — maybe that’s how the tunnel I got into... But I never told 

my psychiatrist friend about that idea. 
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Q13. Identify the figure of speech used that conveys the growing/developing nature of the Grand 

Central station? 

A. Metaphor    

B. simile    

C. synecdoche     

D. transferred epithet 

Q14. Why does the writer talk about the tunnels to Times Square and Central Park? 

A. To tell us that these two places are in New York. 

B. Both these places are accessible 

C. These are exits of Grand Central 

D. Grand Central is ever growing 

Q15. The development of the station seems to be inconspicuous. How do we know? 

A. Growing like branches of tree 

B. Can accommodate any number of passengers 

C. New tunnels are being developed without causing disturbance 

D. a third level to the station is added 

Q16. What is it that Charley did not disclose to his friend? 

A. Grand Central is an exit 

B. Grand Central has many exits 

C. Many people enter Grand Central 

D. None of the above 

Q17. Why didn‘t Charley disclose ‗that idea‟ to his psychiatrist? 

A. Psychiatrist wouldn‘t maintain its secrecy   

B. Psychiatrist wouldn‘t believe him 

C. Psychiatrist would want to visit the third level 

D. Psychiatrist would convey to the presidents of railroads 

 

Answer Key 

Q1.B     Q2.A     Q3.C    Q4.D    Q5.D    Q6.B   Q7.A   Q8.D   Q9.B   

 Q10.C   Q11.D    Q12.B    Q13.B    Q14.D   Q15.C   Q16.A   Q17.B 
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THE TIGER KING 

THEME 

 The Tiger King is a story about transience of life and power. It is a satire on the conduct of 

people in power. It is found that most of the time, the rulers are not interested and bothered about 

working for public welfare. Rather they spend their time on foolish things. 

Gist of the lesson.  

The Maharaja Sir Jilani Jung Jung Bhadur was called "Tiger King. When he was just 10 days old 

he asked intelligent questions to the astrologers and was told  that he would be killed by a tiger. 

He uttered "Let tigers beware!‖  No other miracle took place, the child grew like any other Royal 

child drinking white cow's milk, taught by an English tutor, looked after by an English nanny 

and watched English films. When he was 20, he was crowned as king. It was then the prediction 

of his death by the tiger reached the Maharaja's ear and he in turn, to safeguard himself, killed a 

tiger and being thrilled he told the astrologer who replied that he could kill 99 tigers but should 

be careful with the 100th. From then on he started killing tigers and no one else was allowed to 

hunt tigers.  

A high- ranking British officer visited the state, was fond of hunting tigers and his wish was 

declined. The officer requested for a photograph with a tiger killed by Maharaja and this request 

was also rejected. So to please the officer's wife he sent 50 diamond rings expecting that she 

would take 1 or 2. Instead she kept all the rings costing 3 lakh rupees and sent ‗thanks‘ to the 

Maharaja. But his state was secured. In 10 years he killed 70 tigers and didn't find any more in 

Pratibandapuram so he decided to marry a girl from a royal state which had more tigers to reach 

his target. Whenever he visited his in-laws he killed 5-6 tigers. Thus he killed 99 tigers and was 

feverishly anxious to kill the 100th but couldn't find it. News about the presence of a tiger near a 

village proved disappointing. 

Now the Dewan was in danger. So he visited People's Park in Madras' and brought an old tiger 

and placed it in the forest and informed the Maharaja. The Maharaja took great care and shot the 

tiger and left the place triumphantly. The bullet did not hit the tiger but out of fear the tiger had 

collapsed. Now the staff killed the tiger and brought it in a grand procession. 

It was the 3rd birthday of the Maharaja's son and he wanted to buy a present from the toyshop. 

He bought a wooden tiger which was poorly carved. While the Maharaja was playing with the 

prince, a tiny sliver of the wooden tiger pierced his right hand which later on caused his death. 

Thus the hundredth tiger takes his final revenge upon the "Tiger King'". 

Vocabulary  

Stuka -a type of German military aircraft  designed for dive-bombing, much used in the Second 

World War. 

Off track- away from the fixed path 

Imperative - of vital importance, crucial 

Indomitable-impossible to subdue or defeat 

Abode -residence or living place 
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Stupefaction - bewilderment, confusion, amazement 

Enunciate -say or pronounce clearly 

Tuft - a bunch or collection of threads, grass, hair, etc., held or growing together at the base. 

Incoherent -expressed in an incomprehensible or confusing way; unclear. 

Confiscated -seized 

Boar hunt - hunting wild pigs 

Carcass - dead body 

Deliberations- discussions 

Hurdle - obstacle 

Harakiri -suicide  

Brandishing -wave something, especially a weapon, as a threat or in anger or   excitement. 

Babble - speak incoherently 

Adorned -make more beautiful or attractive, decorate      

Ascertained – made sure 

wantonly -in a deliberate and unprovoked way. 

Flout -disobey  

Shoved- push (someone or something) roughly. 

Haul -   pull or drag with effort or force. 

Supplication -the action of asking or begging for something earnestly or humbly. 

Sliver -thin pieces of something 

Quill-pointed part like needles  

 

Extract based questions 

I Everyone stood transfixed in stupefaction. They looked wildly at each other and blinked. ‗‗O wise 

prophets! It was I who spoke.‘‘ This time there were no grounds for doubt. It was the infant born 

just ten days ago who had enunciated the words so clearly. The chief astrologer took off his 

spectacles and gazed intently at the baby. ‗‗All those who are born will one day have to die. We 

don‘t need your predictions to know that. There would be some sense in it if you could tell us the 

manner of that death,‘‘ the royal infant uttered these words in his little squeaky voice. 
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1. Who spoke at the age of 10?  

a. The tiger king 

b. Dr. Sadao 

c. Jack 

d. Evans  

 2. What did the royal infant want to know? 

a. The time of his death 

b. The exact manner of his life 

c. The exact way to escape from death 

d. The exact manner of his death 

 3. Who is ‗I‘ in these lines? 

a. Kalki 

b. The astrologer 

c. The king‘s wife 

d. The Tiger King 

 4.  Find out the synonym of the word ‗utter‘ from the following. 

a. To speak 

b. To let out 

c. To express 

d. All of these 

II  Right at the start, it is imperative to disclose a matter of vital importance about the Tiger King. 

Everyone who reads of him will experience the natural desire to meet a man of his indomitable 

courage face-to-face. But there is no chance of its fulfillment. As Bharata said to Rama about 

Dasaratha, the Tiger King has reached that final abode of all living creatures. 

 

1. Which of the following is not the correct use of the phrase ‗right at the start‘? 

 

a. Right at the start of the interview, I disclosed that iwa a native of another country. 

b. I could have travelled to Australia right at the start of my career. 

c. I had the opportunity to meet the wrestler right at the start of the bout. 

d. I could not imagine such a farewell right at the start of my employment. 

e.  

2. Based on the following statements, please select the best option: 

     Statement: Everyone wants to meet a brave person. 

     Assertion: Tiger KIng was a brave person. 

 

a.  Assertion only can be inferred from the extract.  

b. The statement is not true. 

c. The statement is true and the assertion is not true 

d. Both the assertion and statement can be inferred from the extract. 

 

3. ‗But there is no chance of its fulfillment.‘ To what or whom does the word ‗its‘ refer in this 

sentence? 

a. The King 

b. Desire 

c. Experience  

d. Man 
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4. What would have Bharata most likely informed Rama? 

a. About the courage of Dasaratha 

b. About the death of Dasaratha 

c. About the presence of Dasaratha 

d. About the approval of Dasaratha 

 

5. In which of the following sentences, the underlined word cannot be replaced by ‗indomitable‘? 

a. The enemy is not as invincible as one would imagine. 

b. We have taken an assailable lead over our competitor. 

c. Suresh has unbeatable willpower to defeat adversities of willpower. 

d. I am always privileged to have the staunch support of my family. 

III  The Maharaja‘s anxiety reached a fever pitch when there remained just one tiger to achieve his 

tally of a hundred. He had this one thought during the day and the same dream at night. By this 

time the tiger farms had run dry even in his father-in-Iaw‘s kingdom. It became impossible to 

locate tigers anywhere. Yet only one more was needed. If he could kill just that one single beast, 

the Maharaja would have no fears left. He could give up tiger hunting altogether. 

 

1. Which of the following does not imply the same meaning as implied by ‗fever pitch‘ in the 

extract? 

a. Extreme impatience 

b.  Extreme excitement 

c. Extreme fever  

d. Extreme Magnitude 

 

2. By this time the tiger farms had run dry even in his father-in-Iaw‘s kingdom. Which of the 

following sentences carry the same meaning as conveyed by this sentence? 

 

a. Now tigers in his father in law‘s kingdom had no water to drink. 

b. Now tigers in his father in law‘s kingdom were living in dry land. 

c. Now tigers in his father in law‘s kingdom did not want to bathe. 

d. Now his father in law‘s kingdom did not have any tiger. 

3. Which of the following words as used in the extract imply ‗forever‘? 

a. Tally 

b. Altogether 

c. Even 

d. single 

 

4. How many more tigers did the maharaja want to kill? 

a. Ninety nine 

b. Hundred  

c. One 

d. None of these 

 

5. Which of the following options is correct in respect to the statements given below? 

       Statement 1: By killing tigers the maharaja wanted to be without fear. 

       Statement 2: maharaja wanted to stop hunting the tigers. 

 

a. Statement 1 can be inferred and statement 2 cannot be inferred. 
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b. Statement 2 can be inferred and statement 1 cannot be inferred. 

c. Both statements are false. 

d. Both statements can be inferred. 

 

IV  ‗‗All those who are born will one day have to die. We don‘t need your predictions to know that. 

There would be some sense in it if you could tell us the manner of that death.‘‘  

a. Who is the speaker of the above extract? 

b. What was the age of the speaker when he spoke the above lines? 

c. Whom are the above lines addressed to? 

d. Which word in the extract is a synonym of ‗wisdom‘? 

V The Maharaja and the dewan held deliberations over this issue. As a result, a telegram was 

dispatched forthwith to a famous British company of jewellers in Calcutta. ‗Send samples of 

expensive diamond rings of different designs.‘ 

a. How many rings were received from the company? 

b. What was the cost of these rings? 

c. To whom were the rings gifted? 

d. Which word in the extract is a synonym of ‗costly‘? 

 

VI ―First you may draw up statistics of tiger populations in the different native states. Next you may 

investigate if there is a girl I can marry in the royal family of a state with a large tiger 

population.‘‘ 

a. Who is the speaker of these words? 

b. Whom are the above lines addressed to? 

c. How many tigers had the Tiger King killed before his marriage? 

d. Which word in the extract is a synonym of ‗find out‘? 

 

ANSWER KEY 

I 1. a  2. d 3. d 4. d -- 

II 1. d 2. d 3. b 4. b 5. b 

III 1. b 2. d 3. b 4. c 5. d 

IV 1. Tiger 

king 

2. Ten 

days 

3. Astrologers 4. sense  

V 1. About 

fifty  

2. Three 

lakhs 

rupees 

3. The wife of 

the British 

officer 

4. Expensive   

VI 1. Tiger 

king 

2. The 

dewan 

3. Seventy 4. investigate  

 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 
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1. How did the author introduce the king at the very outset of the story? 

The author introduced the king as Sata VyaghraSamhari, Maharajadhiraja Samrat. Sir JungJung 

Bahadur as described by the author, the king was often known as Tiger King shortly. Despite a 

critical life-threatening prophecy, the king set out for a journey to kill a hundred tigers and 

become tiger king eventually.  

2. What did the author mean by bringing the reference of Stuka? 

The author‘s mentality to describe his readers that why Maharaja of Pratibandapuram came to be known 

as ‖Tiger King‖ could not be threatened by the horrifying Stuka bomber. Even the German Stuka 

bomber could not compel him to step back from describing the King of Pratibandapuram. 

3 What did the author indicate by bringing in Rama and Bharata? 

In Ramayana, Dasaratha‘s death was told by Bharata to his elder brother Rama. With this insight 

reference, the author at the beginning of the story hinted that the tiger king has reached the final abode 

of all living creatures. In other words, the story started with the news of the Maharaja being dead. 

 

4. How did the beginning of the story set the tune of humour of the story? 

 

The author at the advent of the story, described the king in a bold character and his indomitable courage. 

Readers at the beginning thought the king‘s mightiness was beyond measures but the author declared the 

King to be dead at the start of the story. So, the beginning of the story marked a tone of humour for the 

rest of the story. 

5.  What was shocking about the ten-day-old king? 

Being an infant, the ten-day-old king questioned something very sensible to the astrologers, who 

foretold the death of the king as soon as he was born. The king in his little squeaky voice described that 

death was normal but he was interested in knowing the reason and cause for his death. The King‘s 

concern towards his death mesmerized the astrologers. 

6. What did the astrologers predict? And how did the baby king react to it? 

 

The transfixed astrologers, who witnessed the arousing concern from the king to know the reason behind 

his death, predicted that a tiger might be the reason for King‘s death as he was born in the hours of Bull. 

The Tiger and the bulls were enemies and death should come from a Tiger. 

The prince, Jung Jung Bahadur got electrified by the name of his enemy. Despite being in fear, without 

any hesitation, he gave a deep growl and was ready to go in a war against the Tigers. 

7. How does part of the baby talking reflect the fun and humour filled with fantasy Fiction? 
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Despite being an infant, the ten-day-old king set out on a journey to eliminate his foes as prophecy 

marked the death of the king in the hands of a tiger. The baby got boosted to change his fate by 

eradicating the tiger‘s population in his state. So, the story hinted at the desire of the baby king to wipe 

out tigers from his state by himself. 

8.  What logic did the chief astrologer give for the death of the Tiger King? 

A sensible question from a ten-day-old baby king in a squeaky voice about his own death made 

everyone surprised. The chief astrologer answered that the king was born in the hour of a bull, and it was 

believed that the bull and tiger are enemies. So, it was predicted by the chief astrologer that the king was 

going to be killed by a tiger in his future. 

9.  How did the baby king react when he heard the word ‗Tiger‘? 

The baby king was born in the hours of the bull and as per astrology, bull and tiger are enemies. The 

chief astrologer described the death of the king was due to a tiger. The baby king was accompanied by 

the thoughts of wiping out his enemies when he heard the prophecy. His reaction was arrogant and 

indomitable in nature. 

10. How was the Tiger King brought up in his childhood? 

The Tiger king was brought up like crown prince of all other Indian states. He was surrounded by the 

atmosphere of western culture, was taken care by an English nanny, was tutored in English by an 

Englishmen. The milk he drank was from an English cow and he watched English films only. At the age 

of twenty, he was handed the Court of Wards. 

11. What logic did the king give for killing a tiger in defence? 

When the king grew up he encountered situations where he has reminded the prediction made bythe 

chief astrologer about his death. He strategised to kill the tigers in the forest of Pratibandapuram state. 

He remembered an old logic to kill any animal even a cow in self-defence. So, based on that old saying 

he started his tiger hunt. 

12.  Explain the conversation between the king and the chief astrologer. 

 

During the king‘s first tiger hunt, he was beyond measure of happiness as he killed a tiger. He called out 

for the chief astrologer and described his flawless victory over his enemy but suddenly the chief pointed 

out that even if he succeeded to kill ninety-nine tigers, the hundredth tiger should be the reason for his 

death.  

13.  Reflect the confidence of the astrologer about his prediction while having a row with the king. 

The chief astrologer was challenged by the king that what if the hundredth tiger was put to death. The 

chief charmed out in confidence and guaranteed the king that if that happens then he would tear and set 

fire to his astrology books along with that he would crop his hair short and might change his profession 

to an insurance agent. 
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14.  Why did the tigers start celebrating? 

After the king and the astrologer had a long argument prior to the prophecy, new laws were introduced 

on banning the tiger hunt in the forest of Pratibandapuram state. So, the author described that it was the 

celebrating time for the tigers as no one except the king would hunt them due to the fear of property 

confiscation by the state. 

15.  How was the initial part of the king‘s tiger hunting? 

After new laws were imposed by the state on banning the tiger hunt in Pratibandapuram, the king 

himself went for hunting tigers in the forest. He faced several challenges in his hunting adventure. 

Sometimes the bullet missed the target and the tiger would leap upon the king but the king fought the 

beast with his bare hands, every time the Maharaja would win. During the initial journey, the Maharaja 

was solemnly determined to kill each and every tiger by himself. 

16.  What were the desires of the British officer? 

 

The British the officer who visited Pratibandapuram wanted to hunt the tigers of that state as he was 

fond of tiger hunting. After knowing that tigers could be hunted only by the king, the British officer sent 

words that Maharaja could do the actual killing but only a photograph is important to him where he will 

be holding a gun and standing over the tiger‘s carcass. This was the changing desires of the British 

officer from hunting a tiger to having a photograph with a dead tiger. 

17. How did the king react to the desire of the British officer? 

The British officer changed his desire from hunting a tiger to having a photograph with a dead tiger 

killed by Maharaja, after knowing that in Pratibandapuram tiger hunting was banned. But Maharaj Jung 

Jung bahadur refused the second proposal too. According to him if he accepts this proposal from the 

British officer then other officers would also urge for hunting tigers in his state. 

18 How did the king save the kingdom ultimately? 

Maharaja prevented a British officer from fulfilling his desires, which made his kingdom to fall in 

danger. In order to safeguard his kingdom, Maharaja dispatched a telegram to the famous British 

jewellers in Calcutta and ordered samples of around fifty expensive diamond rings for the lady of the 

British officer. The king offered the officer‘s lady to choose one or two rings from the sample and accept 

them as a gift from the king. The king was very happy that although he lost three lakh rupees for the 

rings he had managed to retain his kingdom.   

19.  What brought the tiger killing to a halt? 

The prediction of the chief astrologer about the death of the king by a tiger, made the king become a 

tiger hunter of Pratibandapuram. He continued hunting the tigers till the population came to extinction in 

his state. Almost after killing seventy tigers, there were no more tigers found in Pratibandapuram, it was 

believed that either the tigers were following birth control measures or they had migrated away from the 

state of Pratibandapuram in fear of being hunted by the king.In this way, tiger killing came to a halt 
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temporarily. 

20.  How did the king brandish his gun? 

 

The king on his hunting adventure killed almost every tiger in his state and for that the population of the 

tiger got devastated. He summoned the dewan to put forward a strategy for hunting the last thirty tigers. 

In utmost excitement, the king waved his gun around and pointed it towards the dewan. 

 

21.  How did the idea of marriage created fun and confusion? 

 

 On king‘s order, the dewan was summoned to the king‘s court for discussing strategies on hunting the 

last thirty tigers. Suddenly, the brandishing and pointing of the gun towards the dewan scared him and 

he got confused on the king‘s proposal for marriage. The dewan babbled a lot as he thought the 

proposal for the king‘s marriage was meant for him. Next, king‘s and his dewan‘s conversation took 

another direction which induced fun and laughter as the dewan thought the king wanted to marry a 

tigress as a queen. 

22. Why did the tiger king decide to marry? What filtering did he want for that? 

 

The marriage the proposal was highlighted by the Tiger king so he could accomplish his goal of killing 

a hundred tigers and falsify the chief astrologer‘s prophecy.He called out for his dewan to draw a 

strategy for the fulfillment of his target. He told the dewan to look after for native states with high tiger 

population and then to investigate any princess that the king himself could marry. 

23. What had been the benefits of marrying a girl with the state of a big tiger population? 

 

Statistics were drawn out, the dewan followed his orders on the king‘s advice and lastly, the king got 

married to a girl from the state with a big tiger population. Every time Jung Jung Bahadur visited his 

father in law, he went for hunting where he could kill five or six tigers. Following this strategy, the tiger 

king was able to adorn the walls of his reception hall with ninety-nine tiger skins. 

24. What had been the effect of the non-availability of the tiger on the king? 

 

The King‘s anxiety had reached a fever pitch when there remained just one tiger to achieve his tally of a 

hundred. By this time, the tiger farms had run dry even in his father in law‘s kingdom. The king at that 

moment got occupied with thoughts from a chief astrologer and his dream of killing all hundred tigers. 

It nearly seemed impossible as it was easier to find the tiger‘s milk than a living tiger. 

25. What thought did the king have about the hundredth tiger? 

 

The prophecy had revealed that the tiger king had to be very careful with the hundredth tiger as it might 

be the reason for the king‘s demise. He addressed the tiger as a savage beast and he worried about the 

consequences as compared to the previous tiger hunting session. 

 

1. 

2. 

UNSOLVED QUESTIONS 

How did the Dewan manage a tiger? 

What happened the next day when Maharaja saw the tiger? 
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. 

 3. 

   

4 

  

 

 

What was the flaw in killing the hundredth tiger? How was it managed? 

What gift did the king give to his son? How is the gift a symbolic one? 

How did the hundredth tiger take his revenge? 

 LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 
 

1.  How did you find the story to be a social satire? 

 

The story is a poignant satire on self-importance that people in power always do. When the king heard 

the prophecy of his death by a tiger, he swore to kill all the tigers of Pratibandapuram just to conclude 

the prophecy wrong. He was so indulged in killing the tigers that he did not pay even a bit of attention 

towards his subjects, till the population of the tiger came to an extinct. He kept on wiping off the tigers 

in the name of self-defence and harsh measurements were invoked by the king to pressurize local 

innocent people in name of self-worth and importance. His indulgence towards the benefit of the 

kingdom was demised by his preoccupied thoughts over the talking from the chief astrologer and his 

prophecy. Though he was educated by an Englishman, his ideologies were savage. He spent his whole 

life running and gunning down tigers in the forest thus disbalancing the ecosystem. Lastly, his pursuit 

did not make any sense as his demise was called out by a handcrafted wooden tiger. 

2.  Maharaja was a person of superstition. Comment. 

 

The Maharaja was born in the hours of the bull, the astrologers predicted that he would bekilled by a 

tiger. As he grew up, he got acquainted with the old prophecy and felt threatened deep down his heart 

so he conceived in his mind to kill a hundred tigers. Though he was taught by an Englishman and even 

he knew death is unavoidable at any circumstance he got trapped in the waves of superstition. He went 

insane to fulfill his vow and took drastic measures which might have ended in an apocalyptic tone for 

his state in the name of self-worth and importance. His foolish acts were causing disturbance in the 

ecosystem. The biggest irony was that he was killed by a wooden tiger while playing with hisson due to 

the infection that got spread from the silver woods of the tiger, even if he succeeded in killing them all 

and achieving a tally of hundred. 

3. UNSOLVED QUESTIONS 

1. Even today so many among us believe in superstitions. An astrologer predicted that ‗The Tiger 

King‘ would be killed by a tiger. He killed one hundred tigers yet was himself ‗killed‘ by a tiger. 

How did superstitious belief prevail? 

2. How did the hundredth tiger take its revenge upon the Tiger King? 
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JOURNEY TO THE END OF THE EARTH 

 - Tishani Doshi 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Tishani Doshi (born 9 December 1975) is an Indian poet, journalist 

and dancer based in Chennai. Doshi was born in Madras, India, to a Welsh mother and Gujarati 

father. She completed a bachelor's degree in the United States, at 

Queen's College in Charlotte, North Carolina. She graduated with a 

master's degree in creative writing from the Johns Hopkins University.  

In 2006 she won the Forward Prize for her debut poetry book Countries 

of the Body. Doshi works as a freelance writer and journalist. Tishani 

Doshi delivered the keynote address at the 13th annual St. Martin Book 

Fair on the Caribbean island of St. Maarten (St. Martin) in 2015. She 

writes a blog titled "Hit or Miss" on Cricinfo, a cricket-related website. 

Tishani Doshi makes observations and commentaries as a television viewer of the second season 

of the Indian Premier League. She is also collaborating with cricketer Muttiah Muralitharan on 

his biography, to be published when he retires. 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Before human evolution, Antarctica was part of a huge tropical landmass called Gondwanaland 

which flourished 500 million years ago. Geological, geographical and biological changes 

occurred and Antarctica separated and moved away, evolving into what it is today. A visit to 

Antarctica gave Tishani Doshi a deeper understanding of the earth‘s history, ecology and 

environment. 

THEME 

Tishani Doshi's visit to Antarctica, the coldest, driest and windiest continent in the world. aboard 

the Russian research vessel Akademik Shokalskiy, gave her a deeper understanding and a better 

perspective to the damage caused by human impact on earth. Antarctica, though unpopulated, 
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has been affected and there is a growing concern for its half a million year old carbon records 

trapped under its ice sheets. The 'Students on Ice' programme takes high school. students to 

Antarctica to create awareness in them, the future policy makers, and helps students realise that 

the threat of global warming is very real. 

VOCABULARY 

Expansive – Covering a wide space; Vessel – A large Ship. Akademik Shokalskiy – a Russian 

Research Vessel; Ecospheres – the parts of the universe habitable by living organisms; Horizon 

– The line where Earth‘s surface and sky appear to meet; Profound – Very Intense; Immensity 

– Extremely Large size; Isolation – Separateness. Amalgamated – Combined.Supercontinent – 

All the continents when they were near each other.Gondwana – A Southern Supercontinent 

consisting of India, South America, Antarctica, and Africa.Hosting – Containing.Flora and 

Fauna – All plant and animal life.Thrived – To grow and develop.Grasp – To 

understand.Mind-Boggling – Overwhelming.Jamming – Squeeze into something.Buckle – 

Bend.Crust – Hard outer layer.Passage – Way.Frigid – Very Cold.Desolate – Without 

People.Prospect – A possibility.Devoid – WithoutMetabolic – a chemical process that converts 

food into energy.Microscopic – Very Small.Markers – Signs.Midges – A small 

mosquito.Debates – Discussions.Gangplank – A board that is used to walk between a Ship and 

shore.Biodiversity – Variety of living things.Sunning – Enjoying the sunlight.The Equator – 

An imaginary line dividing the world into two halves.Landmass – A large land.Million – 10 

Lakhs.Giant – Huge.Evolution – Slow Development.Carbon Records – Information about 

Earth‘s Level of carbon dioxide.Repercussion – Result.Mites – Insects.Ubiquitous – Something 

that is present everywhere.Floes – Floating sheets of ice.Mammoths – Elephant-like animals 

that existed millions of years ago.Woolly Rhinos – Rhinos covered in wool that existed millions 

of years ago.Epiphanies – A very emotional moment.Parable – A short story.Blase – Without 

any kind of worries. 

SUMMARY 

The Journey Begins. 

In 2006 Tishani Doshi began her journey to Antarctica – the coldest, driest, and windiest 

continent in the world. She boarded a Russian research ship – ‗The Akademik Shokalskiy‘ for a 

program called ‗Students on Ice‘. The main objective of the program is to take high school 

students to the ends of the world in order to study Climate Change. 

It was started by a Canadian, Geoff Green who got tired of taking celebrities and retired rich 

people to Antarctica. Geoff believes that school students are the future policymakers and only 

they can act and save this planet from Climate Change. 

Her journey began 13.09 degrees north of the equator in Madras. On her way, she crossed nine 

time zones, six checkpoints, three bodies of water, and at least three Ecospheres. It took her a 

hundred hours in car, airplane, and ship to reach there. 

The Gondwana Landmass. 

The Southern Supercontinent – Gondwana Landmass existed around 650 million years ago. It 

was centred around present-day Antarctica. There were no Humans back then and the climate 

was much warmer. There was a large variety of plants and animals. 
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But after around 500 million years the dinosaurs got extinct and the Gondwana landmass also got 

separated. This led to the formation of present-day countries. India moved Northwards towards 

Asia and formed the Himalayas. South America moved towards North America and formed the 

Drake Passage. 

Why should you visit Antarctica? 

Around 90 percent of the world‘s ice volumes are stored in Antarctica and there are no trees or 

buildings. In Antarctica, you can find Icebergs as big as Countries and Blue whales. There is 

Sunlight 24 hours a day for half the year and the only noise you can hear are the occasional 

Avalanches. 

But it is the Best place to study where we‘ve come from and where we are going as a species. In 

Antarctica, you can study Cordilleran folds, pre-Cambrian granite Shields, ozone, and carbon: 

evolution and extinction. Half a million-year-old carbon records are also buried deep in its ice 

cores so it is the best place to study earth‘s past present and future. 

Climate Change. 

Climate Change is the biggest environmental issue of our generation. Even though humans have 

been on this planet for only about 12,000 years but the impact they have had on the environment 

is huge. Humans are trying to dominate nature with Growing populations and cities. 

We are competing with other species for limited resources and burning large amounts of fossil 

fuels. All of this has led to a disbalance in the environment and resulted in Global temperatures 

rising and Icebergs melting. 

Antarctica is the best place to observe the effects of climate change as it is comparatively 

untouched by humans and you can see the ice shelves collapsing in front of you. 

The Phytoplankton is a microscopic plant that requires sunlight to produce food by 

photosynthesis. It is a part of the food chain as it is eaten by small fishes. 

Scientists are claiming that further depletion in the ozone layer would affect the phytoplankton 

which would further lead to a disturbance in the food chain. This would affect the lives of all 

marine animals and birds in that area. It shows that if we take care of the small things the bigger 

things will take care of themselves. 

Akademik Shokalskiy gets stuck. 

During her trip, the narrator had many great experiences. But the best one was when the ship got 

stuck in a thick sheet of ice and she got to walk on ice that was just one meter thick. Now she 

had to walk on Frozen ocean along with 51 others. They were wearing Gore-Tex and Glares. 

Now she thinks that how this whole planet is so delicately balanced and how these ambitious 

students have the power to save this planet. If we still keep ignoring climate change and don‘t 

change our ways now the results can be disastrous. 

Conclusion. 

The whole lesson is about the writer‘s learnings and observations from Antarctica. It is high time 

that we realize the impact and consequences of climate change. it is very easy to disregard it 
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while sitting in your home but not so much when you go to Antarctica and see the icebergs 

melting in front of your eyes. 

It is necessary to spread awareness about it, especially among youngsters as they are the future 

policymakers and action takers. Humans in order to advance quicker have put everything at 

stake. The rapidly growing industries and Megacities have led to the global temperatures rising. 

In this never-ending rat race, it is high time to take a step back and look at the bigger picture. 

 

MIND MAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHORT QUESTION ANSWER 

1. What was Akademic Shokalskiy? Where was it headed and why? 

Ans. Akademic Shokalskiy was a Russian research vessel which was heading towards 

Antarctica, the coldest, driest, windiest continent in the world to become a part of Geoff Green's 

'Students on Ice' programme. 

2. Describe the author's emotions when she first set foot on Antarctica. 

Ans. Tishani Doshi's initial reaction was relief as she had travelled for over hundred hours. This 

was followed by wonder at Antarctica's white landscape and uninterrupted blue horizon, its 

In 2006 Tishani Doshi began her journey, with a group of 

students to Antarctica – the coldest, driest, and windiest 

continent in the world. 

She boarded a Russian research ship – ‘The Akademik Shokalskiy’ 

for a program called’ Students On Ice’. 

Antarctica is the best place to observe the effects of climate 

change as it is comparatively untouched by humans and you can 

see the ice shelves collapsing in front of you. 

The whole lesson is about the writer’s learnings and observations 

from Antarctica. It is high time that we realize the impact and 

consequences of climate change. 
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immensity, isolation and at how there could have been a time when India and Antarctica could 

have been a part of the same landmass. 

3. How is present day Antarctica different from Gondwana? 

Ans. Gondwana was a giant amalgamated southern supercontinent. The climate was much 

warmer, hosting a huge variety of flora and fauna. Gondwana thrived for about 500 million 

years. Subsequently, when dinosaurs were wiped out and the age of mammals happened, the 

landmass separated into countries, shaping the globe as we know it today. 

4. Why does the author say that to visit Antarctica is to be a part of history? 

Ans. It is only when you visit Antarctica that you realise all that can happen in a million years. 

where we have come from and where we could possibly be heading. We understand the 

significance of Cordilleran folds, pre-Cambrian granite shields, ozone and carbon, evolution and 

extinction. 

5. Why does Tishani Doshi describe her two weeks' stay in Antarctica 'a chilling 

prospect'? 

Ans. Accustomed to the warm climate of South India, being in a place where ninety per cent of 

the earth's total ice is stored was a chilling prospect-literally and metaphorically. It affected her 

metabolic and circulatory systems as well as her imagination. 

6. Why does one lose all earthly perspective in Antarctica? 

Ans. The author compares it to walking into a giant ping-pong ball, devoid of any human 

markers. There are no trees, billboards, or buildings. The visual ranges from the microscopic to 

the mighty, from midges and mites to blue whales and icebergs. 

7. Describe the brightness and silence that prevail in Antarctica during summer.  

Ans. Days go on and on in surreal twenty-four-hour austral summer light, and a ubiquitous 

silence prevails, interrupted only by the occasional avalanche or calving ice-sheet. 

8. Explain: 'And for humans, the prognosis isn't good'.  

Ans. The human civilisation has been around for a mere 12,000 years-barely a few seconds on 

the biological clock. Yet we have managed to etch our dominance over nature with 

concretisation, battling for limited resources, and unmitigated burning of fossil fuel. This has 

created a blanket of carbon dioxide around the world, which is increasing average global 

temperature. 

9. Why is Antarctica a crucial element in all debates on climate change? 

Ans. Antarctica is the only place in the world that has never sustained a human population and is 

therefore, relatively 'pristine'. More importantly, it holds in its ice cores half million-year-old 

carbon records trapped in its layers of ice. 

10. What was the objective of the 'Students on Ice' programme? 

Ans. The 'Students on Ice' programme aims to take high school students to the ends of the world. 

It provides them with inspiring educational opportunities which fosters in them a new 

understanding and respect for our planet. It offers the future generation of policy makers a life-

changing experience at an age when they are ready to absorb, learn and act. 
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LONG QUESTION ANSWER 

1, What is the significance of the title, Journey to the End of the Earth'? 

Ans: Tishani Doshi calls it a ‗Journey to the end of this Earth' because her journey was an 

educational one to Antarctica. She travelled aboard the 'Academic Shokaskiy', a Russian research 

vessel, along with a group of high school students, to learn more about the real impact of Global 

Warming and the future of planet Earth. They went to the coldest, driest, windiest continent in 

the world. Also, for the author, her journey started from Madras 13.09 degrees north of the 

Equator. She crossed nine time zones, six check points, three bodies of water and as many 

ecospheres. After travelling for almost one hundred hours, in a car, aeroplane and a ship, she 

actually set foot on the Antarctic continent, which is in the extreme southern part of the earth, 

almost at its end. The warning signals that Antarctica gives are shocking and make the author 

realise that "the end of the earth" may become a metaphorical reality before long, unless humans 

take timely action.  

2. Describe the impact of Antarctica on the author. 

Ans: Tahani Doshi describes her Antarctica experience as "nothing short of a revelation". It was 

a mind-boggling experience to travel to reach the coldest, windiest, and driest part of the world. 

She was filled with wonder at its vastness, seclusion and geological history. Its isolation and 

immensity made it difficult to understand that there may have been a time when India and 

Antarctica were a part of the same landmass. Spending two weeks where day and night merge in 

an austral summer light, where the only sounds are that of avalanche or calving ice-sheets was a 

transcending experience. It gave her as invaluable realisation: if we take care of small things, the 

big things will automatically fall into place, that everything is interconnected. Her experience of 

a walk on the ocean over a metre thick ice, with 180 metres of sea underneath, was an eye-

opening one. She came away, marvelling at the beauty of balance in nature, and a realisation of 

the pressing need to preserve it. 

3. How is man blamed for despoiling the earth and climate changes? How can you see the 

effect of these changes in Antarctica? 

Ans. Human civilisation is new. However, during the short period man has lived, he has created 

confusion and disturbances. He gained dominance over nature by building cities, towns and 

villages. Since human population is ever increasing, the need of natural resources also increases. 

Man has been conflicting with other species to grab these exhaustible resources. He has burnt 

fossil fuels. This has led to a blanket of carbon dioxide around the earth. It has raised the average 

global temperature. The rise in temperature has led to climatic changes. We cannot fully 

appreciate the effect of these changes. If you go to the Antarctica, it has not been spoiled by man. 

Its ecosystem is simple. Any change easily affects it, and is easily visible. That is why, the 

narrator involved students on ice expedition to save future generations. 

4.The author states that her Antarctic experience was full of epiphanies, but the best 

occurred just short of the Antarctic Circle of 65-55 degrees south? Explain. 

Ans:Epiphanies is a Christian festival that celebrates the revelation or enlightenment. Here 

epiphanies are used metaphorically to suggest moments when the author suddenly becomes 

conscious of something that is very important to her.The author experienced the rare of the rarest 

experiences there in Antarctica both in relation to beauty, wonder, and geological phenomena. 

Such masterly geological epiphany was experienced by her when the ‗Akademik Shokalskiy‘ got 
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wedged into a thick white stretch of ice between the peninsula and Tadpole Island. The captain 

decided to turn around and asked the passengers to walk on the ocean. They kitted out in Gore-

Tex and glares, walking on a white sheet of ice. Underneath their feet was a metre-thick ice pack. 

And underneath that, 180 metres of living breathing, saltwater lay before them. In the periphery, 

crabeater seals were stretching and sunning themselves on ice floes. They were doing so like 

stray clogs will do under the shade of a banyan tree. It was nothing short of revelation. The 

author saw in it that everything does indeed connect. This really proved to be the most wonderful 

experience of all experiences of Antarctica. 

5. By whom and with what objective was Students on Ice programme started? How far has 

it achieved its goals? 

Ans:The Students on Ice programme was started by Canadian Geoff Green. He felt students are 

the future generation of policy-makers. They should be provided an opportunity to have this life-

changing experience at a young age in order to foster a new understanding and respect for our 

planet. It would help them to absorb, learn and, more importantly, act for the benefit of the 

planet. Geoff Green was tired of taking celebrities and retired rich curiosity seekers who could 

only give back in a limited way. It means Geoff wanted something in return from his passengers 

to solve the problems relating to climate changes due to environmental pollution. It is difficult to 

imagine or be affected by the polar ice caps melting while sitting in our living rooms and so this 

visible life changing expense is important. Hence, this programme made the children learn that to 

save big things, small things must be cared for. 

THE ENEMY 

By Pearl S. Buck 

 Through this beautiful short story, ‗The Enemy‘ Pearl S. Buck presents before us the eternal 

value of love for a fellow being even during difficult times. The story explores the mind of Dr 

Sadao Hoki, a Japanese surgeon who experiences a conflict of duties between his obligation as a 

doctor and his patriotic feelings.  

The backdrop of the story is the second world war time when the Japanese and the American 

troops fight against each other in the war front. Though initially confused, Dr Sadao took inside 

the dying American soldier who was washed ashore near Sadao‘s house. The love for a fellow 

being made the surgeon rise above the narrow national prejudices and he nursed him back to 

normalcy. His wife Hana who also spent some years in America as a student helped him 

overcome this dilemma even in the face of open defiance from the domestic staff.  

Though the old General who was under treatment of Dr Sadao had promised him to send his 

private assassins to kill the American soldier, he forgot the entire matter due to his preoccupation 

with his health problems. Sadao sent the soldier safely in an open boat to reach a nearby island 

and informed the old General that he had escaped. 

IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER 

 Dr Sadao Hoki, a Japanese surgeon finds a wounded American soldier on the beach near 

his house. 

 Moved by his duty as a doctor, Sadao takes him inside. 

 Hana, his wife helps him conduct surgery and the soldier regains his strength gradually. 
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 Dr Sadao and his family face a difficult time when the servants leave the house refusing 

to serve the master who helps an enemy soldier. 

 Sadao informs the old General who is under his treatment about the American soldier 

sheltered in his house. 

 But as the General was preoccupied with his own health problems he forgets to send his 

private assassins to kill the American. 

 Sadao helps the American soldier escape and informs the old General that he has 

escaped. 

 

 

  

 

 

1. What prompted Dr Sadao to help the wounded American soldier? 

A. His duty as a doctor    B.  his respect for humanity  C. his obligation towards his 

American professor     D.  his sympathy  
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2. The young soldier was asked to flash light  ifhis food ran out 

A. Thrice   B. once    C. twice      D. not at all 

 

3. How many years did Sadao spend in America? 

A. 5 years             B. 8 years           C. 6 years           D. 3 years 

4. The American soldier was nursed by 

A. Hana           B. Yumi             C. Sadao himself          D. The Gardener 

5. Sadao removed the bullet from very close to the soldier‘s 

A. Lungs     B. heart         C.   Liver         D. Kidney 

6. The first treatment Sadao gave to the wounded soldier was 

A. he was operated upon     B. he was fed       C. his wounds were dressed            D. his 

wounds were washed 

7. What kind of a man was Sadao‘s father ? 

A. An Educationalist         B. a true patriot             C. very humanistic      D. very modern 

in his outlook 

8. Sadao‘s land lady nursed him through 

A. Influenza          B. pneumonia           C. fever            D. an injury 

9. Sadao made the prisoner dress up in  

A. Korean clothes                B. Chinese clothes              C. American clothes           

D. Japanese clothes 

    10.  Who refused to wash the American soldier? 

           A. Yumi             B. Hana           C. Gardener        D. Sadao 

I. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

―Yes, yes‖ the General said. ―It only makes me feel you more indispensable to me. Evidently 

you can save anyone- you are so skilled…………Then certainly I can allow nothing to happen to 

you,‖ the General said with anxiety. His long pale Japanese face became expressionless, which 

meant that he was in deep thought. You cannot be arrested ,‖ the General said, closing his eyes. 

A. ― It  only makes me feel you more indispensable to me.‖ Who is indispensable? 

 

a. The General          b.   Sadao              c. Hana              d. the soldier 

B. The old General is……….. 

 

a. Patriotic      b. self-centered         c. curious     d. caring 

C. The old General expresses ……….. 

 

a. Confidence       b. his faith in Sadao  c. his love for Sadao         d. patriotism 

II. ―Even the servants see more clearly than we do. Why are we different from other Japanese?‘‘ 

A . Identify the speaker? 

a. Hana        b. Sadao           c. Sadao‘s father          d. none of these 

      B. What does the speaker refer to here? 

a. Treating the American soldier   b. patriotism      c. both (a). and (b).d. none of these 
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C. Whom does the speaker address? 

a. Sadao    b. Yumi                c. both (a) and (b).       d. none of these 

III. Sadao had taken this into his mind as he did everything his father said, his father who never 

joked or played with him but who spent infinite pains upon him who was his only son. Sadao 

knew that his education was his father‘s chief concern. For this reason he had been sent at twenty 

two to America to learn all that could be learned of surgery and medicine. 

A. What all can be inferred from the passage given above? 

a. Sadao‘s father was a very serious man. 

b. His father as very credulous. 

c. He had concern for his son. 

d. Both a and c 

B. Choose the correct alternative from the following options for assertion (A) and reason 

(R). 

Assertion   (A): Sadao did everything his father said. 

Reason      (R) : He had been sent at twenty two to America. 

 

a. Both (A) and (R) are true .But(R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 

b. (A) is true but (R)is false. 

c. (A) is false but (R) is true. 

d. Cannot be inferred. 

C. Sadao respected his father in every aspect. This statement is….. 

a. Partially true 

b. True 

c. Cannot be inferred 

d. Partially false. 

IV. ―The master ought not to heal the wound of this white man,‖ he said bluntly to Hana. ―The 

white man ought to die. First he was shot.Then the sea caught him and wounded him with her 

rocks. If the master heals what the gun did and what the sea did they will take revenge on us. 

A. Identify the speaker of the above lines? 

a. Yumi 

b. the cook 

c. The Gardener 

d. none of the above 

   B. What is the attitude of the speaker? 

           a. impatient 

           b. convincing 

           c.argumentative 

           d. Both (a) and (c) 

  C. The speaker is______ 

           a. afraid of the enemy 
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           b. prejudiced 

           c. patriotic 

           d. both (a) and (b) 

ANSWER KEY 

1. A 

2. C 

3. B 

4. A 

5. D 

6. C 

7. B 

8. A 

9. D 

10. A 

 

I     

A. b B. b C. b 

 

II  

A. a B.c C. a 

III. 

A.d B.a C.b 

IV. 

A.c. 

B.d 

C.b 
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LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

Q1.There are moments in life when we have to make hard choices between our roles as 

private individuals and as citizens with a sense of national loyalty? Discuss with 

reference to the story you have just read. 

Ans. Dr Sadao Hoki faces a dilemma when he finds  an unconscious wounded white man 

lying on the lonely coast with dangerous rocks near his house. His first reaction was that the 

person was perhaps a fisherman who had been washed from his boat. He ran quickly down 

the steps. His wife, Hana came behind him. When they came near, Sadao found that the man 

was wounded and lay motionless. His face was in the sand. As they saw his face, they found 

that he was a white man with long yellow hair and a rough yellow beard. 

Being an expert surgeon, Dr Sadao saw that the man had a gun-wound on the right side of his 

lower back. He at once packed the wound with sea moss to stanch the fearful bleeding. Since 

Japan was at war with America, the white man was an enemy. The best thing that they could 

do was to put him back in the sea. His wife approved of his decision. 

 Sadao made another observation. If they sheltered a white man in their house they would be 

arrested and if they turned him over as a prisoner, he would certainly die. Hana still insisted 

on putting him back into the sea. Sadao then said that if the man was whole he could turn the 

man over to the police without difficulty. He cared nothing for the man. He was their enemy. 

All Americans were their ‗enemy‘. Hana understood his dilemma and realised that in the 

conflict between his sense of national loyalty and his duty as a doctor, it was the latter which 

proved dominant. Since Sadao too could not throw him back to the sea, the only course left 

for them was to carry him to their house. Sadao enquired about the reaction of the servants. 

Hana said that they would tell the servants that they intended to give the man to the police. 

She told Sadao that they must do so.It would endanger all of them if they did not give that 

man over as a prisoner of war. Sadao agreed and promised that he would not think of doing 

anything else. 

Q 2.What explains the attitude of the General in the matter of the enemy soldier? Was it 

human consideration, lack of national loyalty, dereliction of duty or simply self-

absorption? 

Ans. During his meeting with the General, Dr Sadao told him about the man he had operated 

on successfully. He explained that he cared nothing for the man. The General appreciated his 

skill and efficiency and promised that he would not be arrested. 

The General thought it quite unfortunate that the man had been washed up to Dr Sadao‘s 

doorstep and thought it best if he could be quietly killed. He promised to send his private 

assassins to do so and remove his dead body. He suggested that Dr Sadao should leave the 

outer partition of the white man‘s room to the garden open at night. 

It is evident that the General had no human consideration in this matter. For him an enemy 

was an enemy and must be wiped out. He wanted the man to be eliminated silently to save 

the doctor from being arrested. It was neither lack of national loyalty nor dereliction of duty 

that guided and inspired his decision. It was simply his sense of self-absorption. He ―wanted 

to keep Dr Sadao safe only for his own sake. He had no faith in the other doctors trained in 

Germany. He might have to be operated upon anytime and he had full faith in the skill and 

loyalty of Dr Sadao . 

One week after the emergency operation on the General Dr Sadao informed him that the man 

had escaped. The General admitted that he had forgotten his promise as he had been suffering 

a great deal and he thought of nothing but himself. He admitted that it was careless of him to 
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have forgotten his promise but added that it was not lack of patriotism or dereliction of duty 

on his part. 

On the Face of It 

                     Susan Hill 

The play features a lame, old man and a small boy withdrawn because of his ‗horrible‘ face. 

The man strikes up a friendship with the boy and helps him to come out of the cocoon. 

 He starts appreciating the things of beauty around him because of the man who taught him to 

watch, listen and think to help him feel the world. The old man is also lonely in spite of his 

attempts to bridge the gap by leaving the garden open and by not shutting things out with 

curtains. The boy gains courage to face the world. The man tells him that acid can consume 

only his appearance but his attitude is letting acid to ‗eat‘ him.   

He has succeeded in instilling confidence in the boy thus giving him power to break the 

shackles of his family. He rushes towards the garden to help the old man but is shocked to see 

the man lying motionless as he fell down from the tree while trying to pluck crab apples. 

Derry will never go back to his old seclusion thanks to his brief association with Mr. Lamb.  

Theme  

Loneliness and mental pain experienced by people with disabilities form the theme of the 

play. Insensitive attitude of society makes people like Derry to be cynical. Mr Lamb‘s 

empathetic handling of the situation helps Derry forget about his ‗short comings‘ and to try to 

seek the world which has a whole face. 

Title 

First impressions need not necessarily be the best impression. The warnings of Derry‘s 

mother fall on deaf ears as his attitude towards Mr Lamb has changed and is not to be guided 

by impressions people form on the face of it. Appearances can sometimes be deceptive as 

people tend to change their opinion after a second look. The title is apt as Mr Lamb has given 

Derry courage to face the world even with ‗half‘ a face and to not to take things at its face 

value. 

 

Plot/Important Events 

 Friendship between a lame, old man (Mr Lamb) and a 14 year old boy with a 

‗horrible‘ face (Derry). 

 Derry enters into Lamb‘s garden mistaking it to be an empty place. 

 He wants to leave at the earliest after noticing the elderly man‘s presence. 

 Mr Lamb tries to engage the boy in a conversation despite his resistance. 

  Derry does not want people to show their sympathy and this is revealed through his 

words ―You think, „Poor boy.‟ But I‟m not.” 
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 Derry feels that the man is changing the subject when he seeks the boy‘s help for 

picking apples. 

 He knows that acid has consumed him as he is no longer the same Derry. 

 Mr Lamb tries to convince the boy that what matters is the perspective. People treat 

one green, growing plant as a ‗weed‘ and another as a ‗flower.‘ 

 Mr Lamb teaches Derry a great lesson when he says that he does not want to put on 

trousers to cover up his tin leg. 

 Mr Lamb neglects Derry‘s attempts to go back to his weakness by talking about crab 

apples, weeds, spider, and sunflowers and so on. 

 Derry‘s insistence that Beast should never have changed into a handsome prince 

shows his hatred against the callous attitude of the society. 

 He doesn‘t want his mother to kiss him for he knows that she does so because she has 

to. 

 Mr Lamb tells him that the ‗world‟s got a whole face, and the world‟s there to be 

looked at.‟    

 The woman at the bus-stop stands for people who are insensitive and do not 

appreciate the feelings of people like Derry. 

 Mr Lamb reinforces his point when he tries to tell the boy that the same bees hum and 

buzz depending on how we look at it.  

 The first positive sign is when Derry laughs a lot after listening to the story of a man 

who locked himself up in a room for he was afraid. 

  Mr Lamb spends his time reading books. He doesn‘t have curtains for he does not 

believe in „shutting things out, shutting things in.‘ 

 Mr Lamb, unlike Derry‘ family members, tries to boost his confidence by reminding 

him of what he has rather than what he has lost. 

 Derry is apprehensive and is not ready to accept his friendship. 

 Lamb reinforces his point when he says that each one is unique. 

 The teenager is not ready to appreciate her mother‘s concern by saying ‗People fuss.‟ 

 The boy becomes confident and leaves the garden telling the old man that he will 

come back since he can run as he has not got a tin leg. 

 Lamb‘s loneliness gets revealed when he tells himself that no one is going to come 

back. 

 Derry‘s mother is not able to understand the old man though her own son is a victim 

of the callous attitude of the society. 
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 Derry defies her and reaches the garden only to see Mr Lamb lying motionless. 

                   

 

                  Main Characters 

Mr Lamb - an old man, lives in a house full of books & windows 

without curtains.  

Lonely - leaves the garden gate open 

Spends his time watching, listening & thinking 

‗lamey Lamb‘ for he has lost his leg in war.  

Appreciates everything God has made. 

 EMPATHETIC – identifies with the boy and helps him overcome 

his drawback. 

reassuring 

Helped the boy to recognise his potential. 

 

Derry – 14 year old boy with a half-burnt face 

Lacks confidence – not able to face people. 

Escapist – lame excuses to run away instead of facing the world 

Hates the society/world – insensitive, callous 

 

Derry‘s mother –  insensitive, prejudiced – warns Derry to not to 

return to Lamb‘s house 

 has sympathy for her son but not for others who are like him. 

Over protective – out of her concern she constantly reminds the boy 

about his weakness. 

Representative of the callous society  
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On The Face Of It 

Susan Hill 

 

Chance Meeting 

 Derry -Climbs the 

garden wall  

 Avoids open gate 

to enter unnoticed 

 Didn‘t see Mr 

Lamb 

 Mistook it to be 

an empty place  
 
 
Mr Lamb, the change 

maker 

 Makes Derry forget his 

half burnt face 

 Neglects the half- burnt 

face to  Derry‘s 

surprise 

 Instils confidence 
 

 

Know his strengths 

instead of 

weaknesses 

 Can help Lamb to 

pick apples 

 Has got legs 

 Can run 

Turning Point - 

Derry 

 Gains confidence 

 Changes his 

outlook 

 Starts appreciating 

world 

 Realises the 

insignificance of 

the ‘half-burnt face’ 
 

Derry‘s mother 

 Moved by sympathy 

for her son 

 Insensitive 

 Over protective 
 

Derry‘s weakness 

 Half-burnt face 

 Lacks confidence 

 Afraid of people or 

rather their reaction 

 Sensitive – gets 

disturbed  

Callous Society 

 Woman at the 

bus stop – ‗ a 

terrible thing‘ 

 ‗sympathetic‘ 

visitor – Derry 

should stay with 

people like him 

 Derry‘s mother - 

prejudiced 
 

Mr Lamb, the lonely 

old man 

 No friends for people 

are prejudiced 

 Meets his end without 

knowing about 

Derry‘s change Changes in Derry 

 Ready to move on 

 Eager to have the 

world just like any 

other boy of his age 
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Sample Questions to assist comprehension. 

Q1. Why did Derry laugh after listening to the story of a man who locked himself in a room? 

a) Others laughed at him 

b) slipped over a banana peel 

c) bus ran over him 

d) picture fell on his head 

Q2.  Why doesn‘t Mr Lamb use curtains at the windows? 

a) To hear rain on the roof 

b) To not to shut things in and shut things out 

c) To not to let boys steal apple 

d) All of these.  

Q3.  Why does Mr Lamb invite Derry to give him a hand? 

a) To make jelly 

b) To pick apples 

c) Since September is the best time of the year 

d) Since Mr Lamb is lame 

Q4.  Why is Derry drawn towards Mr Lamb? 

a) Lamb‘s physical disability 

b) Lamb‘s pessimistic approach 

c) Lamb‘s positive attitude 

d) Lamb‘s sympathy 

Q5. How can Mr Lamb hide his handicap? 

a) By locking himself up 

b) By gaining confidence 

c) By wearing trousers 

d) By not talking to people 

Q6.  Assertion (A) Mr Lamb grows weeds in one part of his garden. 

          Reason (R) There is nothing God made that doesn‘t interest Mr Lamb.  

a) A is true but R is false  

b) Both A and R are correct but R is not the correct explanation for A 

c) A is false but R is true  

d) Both  A and R are correct and R is the correct explanation for A 

 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

 236 

 

Q7.  Classify (1) to (4) as Fact (F) or Opinion (O), based on your reading of On The Face 

Of It. 

    (1) Mr Lamb lives in a house without curtains 

    (2) Beast should never change into a handsome prince. 

    (3)  One side of Lamb‘s face got burned 

    (4) It‟s bound to make you feel bad things....and say them. 

a) F – 1 & 3 ; O - 2 & 4 

b) F - 1, 2, 3; O - 4  

c) F - 2; O - 1, 3 & 4  

d) F- 3 & 4; O - 1 & 2 

Q 8. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 

 Everyone is. It doesn‟t matter who they are, or what they say, or how they look. How they 

pretend. I know. I can see. 

1. Why does Derry say that everyone is afraid of him? 

a) He is short tempered 

b) He is reserved 

c) He hates others 

d) His face is ugly because of the scar 

2.  What is it that he can see? 

a) What others think 

b) What others read 

c) What others see 

d) What others feel 

3. What do others think when they see his face? 

a) That‘s a terrible thing 

b) That‘s the ugliest thing 

c) They feel sorry for the boy 

d) All of these 

4. Who does ‗I‘ refer to? 

a) Lamb 

b) Susan Hill 

c) Derry 

d) Derry’s mother 
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5. Select the option that does not display a cause-effect relationship. 

a) Cause Effect 

Half burned 

face 

People are 

afraid 

 

Answer Key 

Q1.d    Q2.b   Q3.b    Q4.c    Q5.c    Q6.d    Q7.a  

  Q8.     1.d   2.a    3.d   4.c    5.c    

 

Sample Questions for Practice (as per CBSE pattern) 

I  Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 

 ‘’Everyone is. It doesn’t matter who they are, or what they say, or how they look. How they 

pretend. I know. I can see.’’ 

i.  What do they pretend? 

ii.  Who are they? 

iii.  Why should they pretend? 

iv.  Who is ‗I‘? 

 

II ―And no one’ll  kiss me, ever. Only my mother, and she kisses me on the other side of my 

face, and I don’t like my mother to kiss me, she does it because she has to. Why should I 

like that? I don’t care if nobody ever kisses me.” 

i. Who is the speaker? 

ii. Why does his mother kiss on the other side of his face? 

iii. Why is he not happy when his mother kisses him? 

iv. Identify the work and the author. 

b) Cause Effect 

Half burned 

face 

People feel 

sorry 

c) Cause Effect 

Half burned 

face 

People laugh at 

him 

d) Cause Effect 

Half burned 

face 

Looks ugly 
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III ―I don’t like being near people. When they stare....when I see them being afraid of me.” 

i.  Who am ‗I‘? 

ii. Why do I not like to be near people? 

iii. Why are they being afraid of me?  

iv. How does the person on the other side (listener) try to snap out of this mood? 

 

IV  ―They talk about me. Downstairs, When I’m not there. ‘What’ll he ever do? What’s 

going to happen to him when we’ve gone?” 

i. Who are they? 

ii.  Who are they talking about? 

iii.  Why are they talking about him? 

iv. What is the impact of this talk on him? 

       

V ―Been told. Warned. We’ve not lived here three months, but I know what there is to 

know and you’re not to go back there.” 

i. Who is the speaker? 

ii.  Who does the speaker not allow to go to? 

iii. Where is the speaker not allowing the person to go to? 

iv. Why does the speaker say ‗you‟re not to go back there‟? 

 

Value Points 

      I i. Pretend that they are not afraid 

ii. People around him/ people who see/meet him. 

iii. To hide their shock 

iv. Derry/ Derek/ boy with half burnt face 

      II i. Derry/Derek  

ii. To avoid the acid burnt side 

iii. Derry feels that his mother kisses him because she is bound to show her love/console 

him and not because she is ready to accept him with a half-burnt face/ Mother 

does so out of helplessness, forced to make her son at ease. 

iv. On The Face Of It by Susan Hill. 
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      III i. Derry/ Derek/ boy with half burnt face 

ii. Because of his sense of insecurity as a result of the acid burn/scared of people‘s 

reaction 

iii. Because of his half burnt face 

iv. By telling him about the man who locked himself up in a room to stay safe. 

IV i. Derry‘s parents/ Derry‘s family members 

ii. Derry/Derrek/their son who has got a half burnt face 

iii. Because of his half burnt face/ because of their fear as to how he will survive in this 

world with a half burnt face/anxious about his future. 

iv. Affects him negatively/brings down his morale/dampen his spirits/make him lose 

confidence/make him an escapist/forcing him to avoid world. 

V i. Derry‘s mother 

ii. Derry/Derek 

iii.  To Mr Lamb‘s house/to the man with a lame leg/Lamb‘s garden 

iv. Prejudiced as Mr Lamb is lame. Apprehensive, wants to protect her son. 

 

Attempt the following questions in 40 – 50 words. 

i. Why did the boy enter Mr Lamb‘s garden? 

ii.  Why did Derry insist that he has to go? 

iii. Why did the boy climb the garden wall? 

iv. Why does Derry say that people are afraid of him? 

v. Mr Lamb has allowed weeds to grow in his garden. Why? 

vi.  Why does Derry ask Mr Lamb to put on trousers? 

vii.  Derry says that the beast should have stayed a monstrous beast. What has made him 

say so?‘ 

viii. How does Mr Lamb try to overcome his loneliness? 

ix.  Mr Lamb is leading a lonely life despite his attempts to overcome his loneliness. How 

do we know about his loneliness? 

x. Why does Derry not like being near people? 

xi. How did the man who locked himself up meet his end? 

xii.  Why do children call him ‗Lamey-Lamb‘? 

xiii. How does Mr Lamb spend his time? 

xiv.  Why is Derry‘s mother not allowing him to go to Mr Lamb‘s garden? 
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xv.  It‟s bound to make you feel bad things....and say them. I don‟t blame you. When and 

why does the mother say so? 

xvi.  I want the world....I want it....I want it... What does Derry do to not to lose the world? 

xvii. Why does Derry weep after he reaches the garden?‘ 

 

 

Value Points 

i.      Liked the place, mistook it to be an empty place/no one else was there 

ii.      Mr Lamb‘s presence. To not to be with people, escapist, concerned about his half 

burned face/appearance 

iii.      To enter the garden without getting noticed. Lacks confidence to face people 

iv.      Lack of confidence, half burned face, people either stare/pretend 

v.      Appreciates life. Perspective/attitude matters. Not prejudiced 

vi.      To hide his tin leg. To escape  

vii.       hates the society, prejudiced world, his frustration makes him say that the beast 

should have stayed a monstrous beast 

viii. welcoming people to garden (open garden gate), by not shutting things in and out 

with curtains, watching, listening & thinking, reading books 

ix.       Lonely for he has no friends. Does not expect even Derry‘s return.  

x.       Half burned face, people staring at him, talking about his appearance, avoids 

people to escape 

xi.       Man so scared, wanted to protect his life but died for a picture fell on his head. 

xii.        Lame, physical disability becomes his identity, children, like adults, treat him just 

as a lame man, forget uniqueness 

xiii.  watching, listening & thinking, reading books, spending time in garden 

xiv.  Lame, so people are prejudiced, apprehensive and wants to protect her son. 

xv.       Derry insists on visiting Mr Lamb, half burned face, mother feels that to be the 

reason. 

xvi.  became confident, wants to face the world having a whole face. By going to Mr 

Lamb‘s garden 

xvii.  Reached garden to be with Mr Lamb. To prove to the old man that he can do it. 

But Mr Lamb is no more.  

 

Attempt the following in about 120 - 150 words. 
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i.   Derry is an escapist. Elucidate 

ii. The callous attitude of the society towards people with disability is the theme of the 

play. Justify. 

iii.  Why is Derry‘s mother hesitant to send her son to Mr Lamb‘s garden? 

iv.  Mr Lamb‘s brief association leaves a lasting impression in the mind of Derry, the 14 

year old boy.  Comment. 

v. Mr Lamb is able to change the boy because of his empathetic approach.  How is it 

different from the attitude/response of other characters in the play? 

vi.  Mr Lamb and Derry know that the actual pain or inconvenience caused by a physical 

impairment is often much less than the sense of alienation felt by the person with 

disabilities.  Explain 

 

Value Points 

i.   Half burned face, lacks confidence, frustrated because of the attitude of the society, 

people‘s reactions affect him negatively, family does not help him gain confidence, Scared to 

be with people, gives lame excuses, climbs the wall to avoid catching someone‘s eye. Wants 

to leave the garden after noticing Mr Lamb, not happy to disclose details, repeatedly tells him 

that he will not remain Lamb‘s friend. Empathetic Mr Lamb succeeds in making him 

confident enough to face the world. 

ii.  Frustrated boy, half burned face, lacks confidence, 

Woman at the bus stop – insensitive 

Visitor – does not treat people with disability as individuals, unique 

Mother – apprehensive – over protective, prejudiced – Mr Lamb is someone to be kept at bay 

Mr Lamb – empathetic for he is also a victim 

iii. Mother – apprehensive – over protective, prejudiced – Mr Lamb is someone to be kept at 

bay. Despite having a son with disability, mother fails to be empathetic. 

iv.  Confident to face the world, comes back to garden to spend time with him, empathetic Mr 

Lamb 

v. Woman at the bus stop – insensitive 

Visitor – does not treat people with disability as individuals, unique 

Mother – apprehensive – over protective, prejudiced – Mr Lamb is someone to be kept at bay 

Mr Lamb – empathetic for he is also a victim 

vi. Society‘s harsh treatment, lasting impact 

Acid burn – pain for some time but people‘s attitude – negative impact 
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Losing confidence, trying to escape, frustrated. Hates the world (beast should have stayed a 

beast). 

 

 

Memories of Childhood 

Summary of the lesson 

Memories of Childhood (ZITKALA SA & BAMA) 

The chapter contains two extracts from two different autobiographical episodes from 

the lives of two women – Zitkala Sa and Bama. Both are victims of social 

discrimination. Zitkala Sa is the victim of racial discrimination, whereas Bama is the 

victim of caste discriminations. In both the extracts, the writers look back on their 

childhood and reflect on their relationship with the mainstream culture, which 

illtreated them when they were a child. But both the accounts are not simple 

narratives of oppression. Instead, they reveal how oppression was resisted by both the 

narrators in their own ways. Zitkala-Sa and Bama were very young but not so young 

that they would not understand the evil scheme of the mainstream culture. The 

injustice of their society did not escape their notice also. Their bitter childhood 

experience sowed the seeds of rebellion in them earlier on. 

 

 I.THE CUTTING OF MY LONG HAIR- ZITKALA-SA 

 

This is an autobiographical account of the author. This amounted to a great humiliation and 

emotional oppression. Zitkala-Sa was a victim of social and cultural oppression by the victors 

who had overpowered them by their sheer strength. They were prejudiced towards Native 

American Culture and women. Zitkala-Sa was forced to cut her long hair compulsorily in the 

boarding school run by the Whites. It was a symbol of their oppression for the young girl 

raised in native culture. 
 
II.WE TOO ARE HUMAN BEINGS- BAMA 
 

Thestory is a candid account of the caste system together with a graphic picture of the bazaar. 

It is deeply rooted in the Indian psyche. It is a wonder that caste-ridden people never think 

that one cannot choose one‘s birth in a particular caste. 

Bama was a victim of caste system, she had seen, felt and experienced the evils of 

unsociability. She struggled hard against this social discrimination. She studied hard and 

topped in her class and many students became her friends. 

 
 Mind Map 

I. The Cutting of My Long Hair… (ZITKALA SA) 

 Cutting the long hair 

 

 Customs in the tribe  
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 In the break-fast hall  

 Sense of discomfort  

 Struggles to save her hair  

II.We Too are Human Beings…(BAMA) 

 

 Scene at the threshing platform  

 Her brother‘s advice  

 Feeling the untouchability  

 Her realization 

3.Vocabulary 

I. The Cutting of My Long Hair… (ZITKALA SA) 

1.belfry/ˈbɛlfri/ 

-the part of a bell tower or steeple in which bells are housed. 

-a bell tower or steeple housing bells. 

 

2. bedlam/ˈbɛdləm/ 

-a scene of uproar and confusion. 

3. moccasins/ˈmɒkəsɪn/a soft leather slipper or shoe, strictly one without a separate heel, 

having the sole turned up on all sides and sewn to the upper in a simple gathered seam, in a 

style originating among North American Indians.  

4. huddled 

-crowd together; nestle closely. 

5.shingled 

cut (a woman's hair) in a shingle. 

 

II.We Too are Human Beings…(BAMA) 

1.dawdle/ˈdɔːd(ə)l/ 

move slowly and idly in a particular direction. 

"Ruth dawdled back through the wood" 
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2. spur someone on (phrasal verb) 

-to encourage someone. 

3.harangue /həˈræŋ/  

to speak to someone or a group of people, often for a long time, in a forceful and sometimes 

angry way, especially to persuade them 

4.tether 

-attach a person or animal to a fixed object 

5. Savoury 

-Savoury food is salty or spicy and not sweet in taste 

 

4.Extract based questions with answers 

1.“A paleface woman, with white hair, came up after us. We were placed in a line of 

girls who were marching into the dining room. These were Indian girls, in stiff shoes 

and closely clinging dresses. The small girls wore sleeved aprons and shingled hair. As I 

walked noiselessly in my soft moccasins, I felt like sinking to the floor, for my blanket 

had been stripped from my shoulders.‖ 

       i) Who is the ―I‖ in these lines? 

(a) Bama      

(b) Zitkala -Sa 

(c) Hana 

(d) Yumi 

 

(i) How was the narrator feeling in her new school? 

(a) Relieved 

(b) Uncomfortable 

(c) Ecstatic 

(d) Mesmerised 

 

(ii) What are moccasins? 

(a) Soft leather shoes 

(b) Hard leather shoes 

(c) Leather shoes with stiff soles 

(d) None of these 

 

(iii)Who had shingled hair? 

(a) Asiangirls 

(b) European girls 

(c) American Indian girls 

(d) None of these 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/encourage
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Answers: 

 (i) (b)Zitkala -Sa 

(ii)(b) Uncomfortable 

(iii) (a) Soft leather shoes 

(iv)(c)American Indian Girls 

 

 

2.“As I glanced at the long chain of tables, I caught the eyes of a paleface woman upon 

me. Immediately I dropped my eyes, wondering why I was so keenly watched by the 

strange woman. The man ceased his mutterings, and then a third bell was tapped. Every 

one picked up his knife and fork and began eating. I began crying instead, for by this 

time I was afraid to venture anything more.‖ 

(i) What was the narrator unable to follow? 

a) Eating as per direction of the bells 

b) Walking as other girls do 

c) Answering the man 

d) Catching the knife and fork properly 

(ii) Who was staring at the narrator? 

a) All the students in the dining hall 

b) Muttering man 

c) A pale faced woman 

d) The principal 

(iii) How did the narrator react? 

a) She shrieked loudly 

b) Stared back at them all 

c) Threw away the cutlery 

d) Began crying 

 

(iv)Who is the narrator? 

(a) Bama      

(b) Zitkala -Sa 

(c) Hana 

(d) Jo 

 

Answers: 

 (i)a) Eating as per direction of the bells 

(ii)c) A pale faced woman 

(iii) d) Began crying 

(iv)(b)Zitkala -Sa 

 

3.Judewin knew a few words of English; and she had overheard the paleface woman 

talk about cutting our long, heavy hair. Our mothers had taught us that only unskilled 
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warriors who were captured had their hair shingled by the enemy. Among our people, 

short hair was worn by mourners, and shingled hair by cowards! We discussed our fate 

some moments, and when Judewin said, ―We have to submit, because they are strong,‖ 

I rebelled. ―No, I will not submit! I will struggle first!‖I answered. 

(i) Name the title of this excerpt. 

a) The Cutting of My Long Hair 

b) We Too are Human Beings 

c) On the Face of It 

d) Evan Tries An O-Level 

(ii) What view had the narrator‘s mother had about shingled hair? 

a) It was worn by mourners 

b) It was worn by cowards 

c) Both a and b 

d) None of these 

(iii) Who decided to fight the cutting of the hair? 

a) Judewein 

b) Zitkala Sa 

c) Bama 

d) Pale faced woman 

(iv) Why did the girl resist cutting of her hair? 

a) This was undignified for her culture and traditions 

b) She liked long hair 

c) She felt oppressed 

d) All the above 

 

Answers: 

 (i) a) The Cutting of My Long Hair 

 

(ii)c) Both a and b 

(iii) b) Zitkala Sa 

 (iv)d) All the above 

 

4. After I had watched all this, at last I went home. My elder brother was there. I told 

him the story in all its comic detail. I fell about with laughter at the memory of a big 

man, and an elder at that, making such a game out of carrying the parcel. But Annan 

was not amused. 

i. Name the narrator. 

ii. What was funny for the narrator? 

iii. Where did the narrator the funny scene? 

iv. What was funny scene amused the narrator? 

Answers: 

i. Bama 

ii. a big man, and an elder at that, making such a game out of carrying the parcel. 
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iii. At the threshing floor near the street. 

iv. An elder of her community brought a parcel of snacks to the landlord, carrying it on a 

string without touching it. 

5.―Because we are born into this community, we are never given any honour or dignity 

or respect; we are stripped of all that. But if we study and make progress, we can throw 

away these indignities. So, study with care, learn all you can. If you are always ahead in 

your lessons, people will come to you of their own accord and attach themselves to you. 

Work hard and learn.‖ 

i. Who spoke these lines to whom? 

ii. Why did he/she say so? 

iii. What effect had the words on the listener? 

iv. What was the outcome of following this advice in people‘s attitude? 

Answers: 

i. Bama‘s Annan (elder brother) to her. 

ii. He explained to her that they were considered untouchables and they must progress. 

iii. Bama did exactly like he wanted and stood first inher class. 

iv. Many people became her friends. 
 

5. SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

Q1. How did Zitkala-Sa find the 'Eating by formula' a hard trial? 

Ans.She did not know what to do when the various bells were tapped and behaved unlike 

others. When the first bell rang, she pulls out her chair and sat in it. As she saw others 

standing, she began to rise. She looked shyly around to see how chairs were used. When 

the second bell was sounded, she had to crawl back into her chair. She looked around 

when a man was speaking at the end of the hall. She dropped her eyes when she found 

the paleface women looking at her. After the third bell, others started eating, but she 

began to cry. 
 

Q2. Why do you think, was Zitkala-Sa so opposed to cutting of her hair? 

Hint - heard her mother - short hair to mourn the death-Hair shingled of enemy. She was 

neither a mourner nor a coward. 

Q3. What did Zitkala-Sa feel when her long hair was cut. 

Hint - lost her spirit-People stared at her-She moaned for her mother. 

Q4. Name some of the novelties and oddities in the street that attracted 

Bama? Hint - the performing monkey-The cyclist-The Maariyaata 

temple-Pongal offerings. 

Q5. What do you think, made Bama want to double up and shriek with 

laughter? Hint - A big man-Carrying small packet by string-Manner of 

walking 

 

Q6. How did Bama react on learning about untouchability? 
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Hint - behaviour of upper caste to low caste-Felt provoked and angry-Wanted to touch those 

vadais. 

Q7. What advice did Annan offer Bama? What was the result? 
 

Hint - study and learn with care-Followed advice- Studied hard-  

Stood first in class 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

Q1. Why did Zitkala-Sa feel oppressed in new establishment? 
 

Ans. Since the day, the author was taken away from her mother, she had suffered extreme 

indignities. People stared at her. She had been tossed about in the air like wooden 

puppet. Her blanket had been removed from her shoulders. She felt that she was 

immodestly dressed. She was so shocked and oppressed that she felt like sinking to the 

floor. Later, her soft moccasins were taken away. These were traditional footwear of 

local Indian American. They were replaced by squeaking shoes. She saw other Indian 

girls in stiff shoes and tightly sticking dresses. The small girls wore sleeved aprons and 

shingled hair. The worst dignity she suffered was the cutting of her long hair. The 

coward's shingled hair made her moan with anguish. She felt she was not a human being 

but one of the little animals driven by a herder. The systematic erosion of their culture 

and disrespect to women was quite oppressive. 
 

Q2. "I will not submit! I will struggle!" says Zitkala-Sa. What was she going to resist and 

why? What efforts did she make and what was the outcome? 
 

Hint - short hair worn by mourners, shingled by cowards-Cutting hair against their 

tradition-Hid herself in dark room-Resisted cutting her hair-Cried aloud 
 

Q3. How did Bama react to the threshing proceedings in a corner of their street and the 

spectacle of a big man carrying a packet by its string? 
 

Hint - People working with cattle-Saw a big man-Manner of walking-Carrying small 

packet with string-Extended the packet to landlord-Whole scene funny 
 

Q4. How did Bama's brother explain the elder's behaviour to her? What was her immediate 

reaction? 

Hint - lower caste must not touch upper caste-She felt 

provoked and angry-They were too human beings-

Must not do petty jobs for miserly rich upper caste 

Q.5 How did the shingling of hair of the author proved to be a very    horrifying        

experience for her? How did she try to prevent the shingling of her hair? 

Suggested Answer / Value Points- 

 The author had an emotional and spiritual kind of attachment to her long and heavy hair. 

Moreover, her mother told that only unskilled warriors who were captured had their hair 



ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII – 2022-23 

 249 

shingled by the enemy. Among their people short hair were kept by mourners and shingled 

hair by cowards. While code of conduct at Carlisle School demanded shingling of hair, she 

revolted, crept upstairs into a large room, crawled under the bed, did not respond on calling 

her name. Finally, she was caught and dragged out, she resisted by kicking and shouting; was 

tied to the chair, at last her hair was cut short. 

Q.6.What was the incident that really made Bama realize the cast discrimination that amount 

to oppression? What did she learn more about it by her elder brother Annan? 

Suggested Answer / Value Points- 

 There was set up a threshing floor at the opposite corner to her street, her own caste people 

were hard at work; an elder of her caste was coming from the bazaar with a packet hanging 

from a string without touching the bag, went straight to landlord, bowed him and extended 

packet towards him from distance.  

Bama found it funny, told her brother Annan about it, but he explained that upper class 

people think they will be polluted if they touched the lower caste; He advised her to study 

hard so that all would respect her. 

 

HOTS 

Q.7.What kind of discrimination did Bama and Zitkala-sa experience? How did they respond 

to their respective situations? 

Suggested Answer / Value Points- 

 Both belonged to marginalized communities - faced hard times due to humiliation: Bama, a 

victim of social customs, hated caste distinction, religiously followed the advice of her elder 

brother as she stood first in the examination and won respect of the people. Zitkala-Sa faced 

the prejudiced behavior against the   native American culture, was not able to associate with 

white people; also faced discrimination. She was ill-treated and suffered disgrace when her 

hair was cut. But she resisted as much as she could, even as a child. 
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SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER (2022-23) 

ENGLISH – CORE (301) 

CLASS-XII 

Time allowed: 3 Hrs. Maximum Marks: 80 

 
 Section A: READING SKILLS (20 marks) Marks 

I Read the passage given below. 10 

1 First of all, it depends on what you mean by emancipation. Women did not gain access to 

suffrage in Western societies simply because migrant women’s labour freed them to 

become politically active. After all, women’s suffrage was not limited, over the course of 

the 20th century, to women employing domestic servants. So talking about political 

emancipation in most countries today is not so obviously compromised by the fact that 

migrant women are working certain jobs. Migrant women are denied access to suffrage not 

because they are women but because they, along with migrant men, often have no access 

to permanent residency or citizenship. Two modes of argumentation have been used on 

behalf of women’s emancipation in Western societies. 

 

2 Arguments in what could be called the “relational” feminist tradition maintain 

the doctrine of “equality in difference” or equity as distinct from equality. They posit that 

biological distinctions between the sexes result in a necessary sexual division of labor in 

the family and throughout society and that women’s pro-creative labor is currently 

undervalued by society, to the disadvantage of women. By contrast, the individualist 

feminist tradition emphasizes individual human rights and celebrates women’s quest for 

personal autonomy, while downplaying the importance of gender roles and minimizing 

discussion of childbearing and its attendant responsibilities. Before the late nineteenth 

century, these views coexisted within the feminist movement, often within the writings of 

the same individual. Between 1890 and 1920, however, relational feminism, which had 

been the dominant strain in feminist thought, and which still predominates among 

European and non-Western feminists, lost ground in England and the United States. 

 

3 As the concept of individual rights was already well established in the Anglo-Saxon legal 

and political tradition, individualist feminism came to predominate in English-speaking 

countries. At the same time, the goals of the two approaches began to seem increasingly 

irreconcilable. Individualist feminists began to advocate a totally gender-blind system with 

equal rights for all. Relational feminists, while agreeing that equal educational and 

economic opportunities outside the home should be available for all women, continued to 

emphasize women’s special contributions to society as homemakers and mothers they 

demanded special treatment for women, including protective legislation for women 

workers, state-sponsored maternity benefits, and paid compensation for housework. 

 

4 Relational arguments have a major pitfall because they underline women’s physiological 

and psychological distinctiveness, they are often appropriated by political adversaries and 

used to endorse male privilege. But the individualist approach, by attacking gender roles, 

denying the significance of physiological difference, and condemning existing familial 

institutions as hopelessly patriarchal, has often simply treated as irrelevant the family roles 

important to many women. If the individualist framework, with its claim for women’s 

 

General Instructions: 

1. 15-minute prior reading time allotted for Q-paper reading. 

2. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, WRITING and LITERATURE. 

3. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. Write the correct question 

number in your answer sheet to indicate the option/s being attempted. 
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autonomy, could be Harmonized with the family-oriented concerns of relational feminists, 

a more fruitful model for contemporary feminist politics could emerge. 

  

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below. 

1x10 

i According to the author, which of the following was true of feminist thought in 

Western 

societies before 1890? 

A. The predominant view among feminists held that the welfare of women was ultimately 

less important than the welfare of children. 

B. The predominant view among feminists held that the sexes should receive equal 

treatment under the law. 

C. Individualist feminist arguments were not found in the thought or writing of non-

English speaking feminists. 

D. Individualist feminism was a strain in feminist thought, but another strain, relational 

feminism, predominated. 

1 

ii The author of the passage alludes to the well-established nature of the concept of 

individual rights in the Anglo-Saxon legal and political tradition in order to- 

A. help account for an increasing shift toward individualist feminism among feminists 

in English-speaking countries 

B. argue that feminism was already a part of the larger Anglo—Saxon intellectual 

tradition, even though this has often gone unnoticed by critics of women’s 

emancipation 

C. account for the philosophical differences between individualist and relational 

feminists in English speaking countries 

D. illustrate the influence of individualist feminist thought on more general intellectual trends 

in English history 

 

1 

iii 
The passage suggests that the author of the passage believes which of the following? 
A. A consensus concerning the direction of future feminist politics will probably soon 

emerges, given the awareness among feminists of the need for cooperation among 

women. 

B. Political adversaries of feminism often misuse arguments predicated on differences 

between the sexes to argue that the existing social system should be maintained. 

C. The individualist and relational feminist views are irreconcilable, given their 

theoretical differences concerning the foundations of society. 

D. Relational feminism provides the best theoretical framework for contemporary 

feminist politics, but individualist feminism could contribute much toward refining and 

strengthening modern feminist thought. 

 

1 

iv It can be inferred from the passage that the individualist feminist tradition denies the 

validity of which of the following causal statements? 
A. A division of labor on the basis of gender in a social group is necessitated by the 

existence of sex-linked biological differences between male and female members of the 

group. 

B. A division of labor in a social group causes inequities in the distribution of opportunities 

and benefits among group members. 

C. Culturally determined distinctions based on gender in a social group foster the existence 

1 
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of differing attitudes and opinions among group members. 

D. A division of labor in a social group can result in increased efficiency with regard to the 

performance of group tasks. 

 

v According to the passage, relational feminists and individualist feminists agree that 
A. laws guaranteeing equal treatment for all citizens regardless of gender should be passed 

B. the gender-based division of labor in society should be eliminated 

C. the same educational and economic opportunities should be available to both sexes 

D. individual human rights take precedence over most other social claims. 

1 

vi The author implies that which of the following was true of most feminist thinkers 

in England 

and the United States after 1920? 

A. They moderated their initial criticism of the economic systems that characterized 

their societies. 

B. They did not attempt to unite the two different feminist approaches in their thought. 

C. They were less concerned with politics than with intellectual issues. 

D. They began to reach a broader audience and their programs began to be adopted by 

mainstream political parties. 

1 

vii Choose the word which is the MOST SIMILARin meaning as the word given in 

bold as used    in the passage-Emancipation 

A. enslavement 

B. subjugation 

C. disenfranchisement 

D. deliverance 

 

1 

viii Choose the word which is the MOST SIMILAR in meaning as the word given in bold 

as used    in the passage-Suffrage 
A. censorship 

B. franchise 

C. contravene 

D. devoice 

 

1 

ix Select the word which is the MOST OPPOSITE in meaning of the word printed in bold 

as used in the passage.– Doctrine 
A. skepticism 

B. philosophy 

C. dogma 

D. tenet 

 

1 

x Select the word which is the MOST OPPOSITE in meaning of the word printed in 

bold as used in the passage.– Maternity 

A. motherhood 

B. parenthood 

C. gestation  

D. paternity 

1 

II Read the passage given below. 10 

1.  

 

 

 

The international response to the coronavirus pandemic had towards mid 2020 slashed global 

carbon emissions by more than 8%, according to detailed estimates from a pair of 

independent research teams. That’s roughly three times the annual emissions of Italy. But 

energy consumption was already rebounding in China and elsewhere, and the pandemic 
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could register as little more than a blip in the climate system as government-imposed 

lockdowns come to an end. 

2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most reporting on carbon emissions takes place annually, but the unprecedented social and 

economic shock brought about by the pandemic had spurred interest in tracking energy and 

emissions trends in real time. Pulling information from a variety of sources — including 

energy and weather reports, satellite-based observations and traffic data collected by vehicle-

navigation systems in more than 400 cities around the world — two international teams 

provided the first estimates of how carbon emissions were changing daily across the globe. 
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3.  “The question was in the air,” says Corinne Le Quéré, a climate scientist at the University of 

East Anglia in Norwich, UK, and lead author of one study, published on 19 May in Nature 

Climate Change. “We developed two different methods, so it’s quite encouraging to see that 

our results are comparable.” 
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Le Quéré’s team compiled information on daily emissions from different sectors in a variety of cities, 

regions and countries, and then analysed the measures taken by governments to control the spread 

of coronavirus 

On the basis that these measures were to be relaxed over the course of the year, the team projected 

that the cumulative global emissions for 2020 could drop by anything from 4–7%, which would 

represent the largest drop since the Second World War. “We’ve never seen anything like this,” Le 

Quéré says 

Lockdowns in China helped to maintain lower emission levels in the country, accounting for 

a 10% reduction until the end of March 2020 compared with year 2019. As economic activity 

picked up in China, other countries went into lockdown mode, depressing global emissions 

throughout April 2020. 

The aviation industry experienced a dramatic decline, with emissions falling by more than 21% in 

the first four months of the year, but the largest emission reductions in absolute numbers were in 

the electric power and ground transport sectors 

 Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below.  1 x 10 

 i. Select the correct inference with reference to the impact of the pandemic on climate 

A. impact on climate is fleeting 

B. impact on climate is lasting 

C. emissions across the globe never changed 

D. there was no impact 

 

 ii. Select the central idea of the paragraph 

A. the global threat of Corona Virus 

B. global warming trends 

C. decline in power consumption 

D. the pandemic slashed carbon emissions 

 

 iii. Select the option that displays the true statement with reference to Figure 1 

A. power sector touched the lowest level of emission 

B. residential and aviation sectors touched lowest emission levels 

C. industrial sector dipped to the lowest emission level 

ground transport and power sectors hit the lowest mark of emission. 

 

 iv. Complete the sentence based on the following statement. 
The aviation industry experienced a dramatic decline, with emissions falling by more than 21% 
in the first four months of the year, but the largest emission reductions in absolute numbers 
were in the electric power and ground transport sectors 
More people depend on …………………………………………. 

 

 v. Based on your reading of paragraphs II-IV, select the most appropriate counter- 

argument to the given argument. 

Argument : The findings are not comprehensive as they differ in certain details 

A. the issue was on everyone’s mind 

B. it is but obvious that the conclusions would differ 

C. comparable deductions were drawn from observations around the world from varied 

sources 

D. energy and emission trends were tracked in real time 

 

 vi. Select the option that displays the correct cause-effect relationship. 

A. Cause-Governments across the world over took measures to 

combat corona virus Effect - There was reduction in carbon 

emissions from various sectors 

B. Cause - The measures were to be relaxed over the course 

of the year Effect – global emissions for 2020 dropped 

C. Cause–Economic activity picked up in 

China Effect – Other countries went into 
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lockdown mode 

D. Both options A and C 
 vii. The survey projected that the cumulative drop in emissions for 2020 

would be 

 A. 4% - 7% 

       B. the utmost since world-war II 

      C.  both A and B 

      D. none of the options 

 

 viii. The phrase ‘in the air’ refers to 

A. the transmission of the virus 

B. what many people were thinking 

C. the news relayed 

D. unimportant and vague 

 

 ix. Read the two statements given below and select the option that suitably explains them. 

(1) As commercial bustle picked up in China, global emissions across the world  fell 

throughout April 2020. 

(2) Several nations of the world, imposed lockdown to check Corona 

A. (1) is true but (2) is false 

B. (1) is false but (2) correctly explains it 

C. (1) is true and (2) is the reason for (1) 

D. (1) is the problem and (2) is the solution for it 

1 

 x. Based on the reading of the text, state a point to support the given statement. 

The aviation industry experienced a dramatic decline. 
1 

II

I 

SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS 20 

 All the names and addresses used in the questions are fictitious. Resemblance, if any, is 

purely coincidental. 

 

1 Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below. 5 

A You are Suman, Secretary of the Arts Club ,APS Trivandrum. The arts club has decided to 

start a music band. Draft a notice informing children about the same and asking the interested 

ones to appear for an audition. Invent necessary details. (word limit 50 words) 

 

 OR  

B As the House Captain of APS Trivandrum, draft a notice in not more than 50 words for the 

school notice board, informing students of class XII about the upcoming interview for the 

School Council. Mention the posts , qualification and the criteria for selection 

 

2 Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below. 5 

A I. The Arts Club, APS Trivandrum has decided to start a music band. The school has decided 

to invite a famous singer  as the guest of honour for the inaugural concert of the band. Draft 

a formal invitation in about  50 words to be send to guests , parents and well wishers. 

 

 OR  

B You have received an invitation from The Principal APS Trivandrum to be the Chief Guest 

of the Investiture Ceremony of the newly selected Student Council Of the school. Draft a 

reply accepting the invitation and expressing your pleasure in attending the function; 
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 Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below.  

3. A You have gone through the following advertisement and wish to apply for the post of Post 

of Post Graduate teacher of Business Studies . Draft a suitable letter to be send along with 

your complete bio data to the Principal, Earnest Academy. Trivandrum. 

 

 

5 

 OR  

B You are Suman , an environmental enthusiast and bird watcher. You have noticed that 

recent drop in the number of birds visiting your area especially, the number of house 

sparrows. Write a letter expressing your concern and also giving suggestion to improve 

the condition to The Editor, The Hindu, New Delhi. 

 

4. Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below.  

A I. The untimely rains, flash floods, deluge, severe draughts, all signaling a bleak future 

to the planet. As a responsible citizen you are really concerned about the visible proof 

of climatic change. Write an article to be published in a leading daily in about 150 

words. Discussing the issue and suggesting solutions (5) 

 

 OR  

B An exhibition titled ‘75 Golden Years of Independence’was hosted by Army Public 

School Trivandrum under the banner of  Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav. Write a report 

covering this event in about 120-150 words.to be published in a leading daily. You are 

Suman, Special Correspondent. 

 

 

 SECTION C - LITERATURE 40 

IV Read the given extracts to attempt the questions with reference to context.  

1 Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given. 1*6=

6 

1.A For once on the face of earth 

Let’s not speak in any language 

Let’s stop for one second and not move our arms so much. 

 It would be an exotic moment without rush, without engines 

 we would all be together in a sudden strangeness  (Keeping Quiet) 

 

i. Pick out the synonym of exotic from the poem. 

a) Wild 

b) Common 

c) Unique 

d) sentimental 

1 
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ii. Identify and write down the lines from the extract, that suggests everyone to be silent and 

still 
1 

iii. Identify the figure of speech in the line “and not move our arms so much” 

a. Simile 

b. Metaphor 

c. Alliteration 

d. Pun 

1 

iv. According to the poet keeping quiet will help us achieve  

a. peace  

b. silence 

c. end of all wars 

d. all the above 

1 

v. On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to (1) and (2) 

given below. 

(1) The poet advocates silence and stillness. 

(2) The poet advocates use of arms  

 

A. (1) is true but (2) is false. 

B. (2) is true but (1) is false. 

C. (2) is the reason for (1). 

D. Both (1) and (2) cannot be inferred from the extract. 

1 

vi. Fill the blank with an appropriate word, with reference to the extract. 

 

‘………………. will bind the people together. 

1 

OR 

1.B When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie  

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 

 The tigers in the panel that she made  

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

 

i. The attitude of the poet towards Aunt Jennifer is that of 

(a) hatred 

(b) love 

(c) sympathy 

(d) casual 

1 

ii. ‘ordeals means 

(a) happiness 

(b) sadness 

(c) challenges 

(d) harsh experiences 

1 

iii. ‘Proud’ and ‘unafraid’. These two adjectives have been used for 

(a) the uncle 

(b) the males in the society 

(c) the tigers in the forest 

(d) the tigers on the panel 

1 

iv. Aunt Jennifer created the tigers on  …………………………………………….. 1 
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v. On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two 

statements given below. 

(1) Aunt Jennifer was mastered by ordeals. 

(2) Aunt Jennifer’s art outlived her. 

 

A. (1) can be inferred from the extract but (2) cannot. 

B. (2) can be inferred from the extract but (1) cannot. 

C. Both (1) and (2) can be inferred from the extract. 

D. Both (1) and (2) cannot  be inferred from the extract. 

 

1 

vi. The figure of speech used in the last line is 

a) Pun 

b) Simile 

c) Alliteration 

d) metaphor 

1 

2 Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given. 1*4=4 

2.A DERRY: It’s got nothing to do with my face and 

what I look like. I don’t care about that and it isn’t 

important. It’s what I think and feel and what I want 

to see and find out and hear. And I’m going back 

there. Only to help him with the crab apples. Only to 

look at things and listen. But I’m going.  

MOTHER: You’ll stop here.  

DERRY: Oh no, oh no. Because if I don’t go back 

there, I’ll never go anywhere in this world again. 

[The door slams. Derry runs, panting.] And I want 

the world....I want it....I want it.... 

(On the Face of It) 

 

i. The attitude of Derry here is 

a) Disappointment 

b) Happiness 

c) Determination 

d) Sorrow 

1 

ii. Where is Derry running off to? 

a) School 

b) Play ground 

c) Mr. Lamb’s house 

d) Mr. Lamb’s garden 

 

 

1 

iii. Derry’s mother wanted to keep him at  home because 

a) she wanted him to be with her always 

b) she was afraid of the stares and comments of others on Derry 

c) Derry was not well 

d) Derry created problems 

 

1 

iv. What is it that attracts Derry to Mr. Lamb? 

a) Crab apples 

b) Books 

c) Peculiar ways 

d) House without curtains 

1 
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OR 

2.B But that’s the reason, he said, and my friends all agreed. Everything points to it, they 

claimed. My stamp collecting, for example; that’s a ‘temporary refuge from reality.’ Well, 

maybe, but my grandfather didn’t need any refuge from reality; things were pretty nice 

and peaceful in his day, from all I hear, and he started my collection. It’s a nice collection 

too, blocks of four of practically every U.S. issue, first-day covers, and so on. President 

Roosevelt collected stamps too, you know. 

 

i. Complete the sentence appropriately, with reference to the extract. 

The speaker wanted a temporary refuge because . 
1 

ii. Why didn’t speaker;s grandfather need a temporary  refuge from reality? 

A. He was rich. 

B. He was having good health. 

C. He lived in Galesberg. 

D. He was away from wars , worries and insecurities . 

1 

iii. A first cover is 

A. A  magazine  

B. An envelope with a new stamp 

C. A news paper 

D. A journal 

1 

iv. Why does the speaker need a temporary refuge from reality? 1 

 

3 Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given. 1*6=6 

3.A When Frank Buchman’s Moral Re-Armament army, some two hundred strong, visited Madras 
sometime in 1952, they could not have found a warmer host in India than the Gemini Studios. 
Someone called the group an international circus. They weren’t very good on the trapeze and 
their acquaintance with animals was only at the dinner table, but they presented two plays in a 
most professional manner. Their ‘Jotham Valley’ and ‘The Forgotten Factor’ ran several shows 
in Madras 

 

i. The moral Rearmament Army was a . 

A. circus. 

B. Group of artists. 

C.  A group of poets and writers 

D. A counter movement to international communism. 

1 

ii. Select the suitable word from the extract to mean the same as ‘a person one knows 

slightly, but who is not a close friend. 

 

1 

iii. The narrator of the extract is 

A. Kothamangalam Subbu. 

B. The office boy. 

C. S S Vasan. 

D. Asokamitran 

1 



Page 12 of 15 
 

iv. Based on the above extract, choose the statement that is most appropriate. 1 

 A. The Moral Rearmament army consisted of 20 people. 

B. The Moral Rearmament army consisted of 200 people. 

C. The Moral Rearmament army consisted of 200 people from 20 nations  

D. The Moral Rearmament army consisted of 20nationalities 

 

v. Identify the textual clue that allows the reader to infer that the writer doesn’t know much 

about MRA.  

1 

vi. How was the Tamil Drama community benefitted by the visit of MRA? 1 

OR 

3.B Saul Bellow, who has consented to be interviewed on several occasions, nevertheless once 
described interviews as being like thumbprints on his windpipe. Yet despite the drawbacks of 
the interview, it is a supremely serviceable medium of communication. “These days, more than 
at any other time, our most vivid impressions of our contemporaries are through interviews,” 
Denis Brian has written. “Almost everything of moment reaches us through one man asking 
questions of another. Because of this, the interviewer holds a position of unprecedented power 
and influence.” 

 

i. The speaker  ………………. the art of Interview in the above prose extract. 

 

A. despises. 

B.  appreciates. 

C. condemns. 

D. Critically analyses  

1 

ii. Locate the word from the passage that mean the opposite of advantages 1 

iii. On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements 

given below. 

(1) We form vivid impressions of our contemporaries through interviews. 

(2) The interviewer holds a position of unprecedented power and influence. 

 

A. (1) Can be inferred from the extract but (2) cannot. 

B. (1) cannot be inferred from the extract but (2) can. 

C. (1) is true but (2) is false. 

D. (1) is the reason for (2). 

1 

iv. Locate the word from the passage that mean the same as highest in rank or 

authority. 
1 

v. Who, in today’s world, is our chief source of information about personalities? 1 

vi. What do you understand by the expression “thumbprints on his windpipe”? 1 
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V Answer ANY FIVE of the following in about 40-50 words each. 5*2=10 

i. “The people in the story suddenly becomes victims of linguistic chauvinism.” Comment 

on this statement in the light of the story, The Last Lesson. 
2 

ii. How does the poet try to instill optimism in her mother in the poem My Mother at 

Sixty-six. 
2 

iii. ‘Realizing one’s own weaknesses and trying to overcome it will help a human being to 

rise above all handicaps.’ How does Douglas get rid of his handicap? 
2 

iv. What makes John Keats to say that” A thing of beauty is a joy forever’?  2 

v. Edla and the Crofter gave food and shelter to the peddler. The peddler transformed his 

ways after a short association with Edla while he robbed the Crofter. Why?  
2 

vi.  Though Aunt Jennifer created Tigers on the panel , she differed from them greatly . 

How? 

2 

VI Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 40-50 words each. 2*2=4 

i. “He always said that’s what he really wished he could do, and he certainly can’t go back 

to his old business. Not in Galesburg, Illinois, in 1894”. What was Sam’s new business? 

Why couldn’t he go back to his old business? 

2 

ii. How would you describe the behaviour of the Maharaja’s minions towards him? Do you 

find them truly sincere towards him or are they driven by fear when they obey him? 

Answer with two instances from the story  The Tiger King. 

2 

iii. “But I had already seen, felt, experienced and been humiliated by what it is”, How does 

Bama fight caste discrimination? 

2 

VII Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words. 1*5=5 

i. This was the typical Gandhi pattern — his politics were intertwined with the practical, 

day-to-day problems of the millions. His was not a loyalty to abstractions; it was a 

loyalty to living, human beings. The lesson Indigo, bring out the role of Gandhi as a 

leader. As the School Pupil Leader, you are asked to address the morning assembly on 

October 2nd enumerating the qualities of Gandhi as a good leader. Write this address 

in 120 – 150 words. 

5 

 You may begin like this … 

‘Lead as though you wish to be lead’ 

Respected Principal. Teachers and dear friends, 

We all know that today the whole nation is celebrating Gandhi Jayanthi. As a part of my 

English text I have gone through an excerpt from Louis Fischer’s biography of Gandhi 

which gave me a great insight into Gandhi’s role as a leader…. 

 

OR 
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ii. ‘While greedy good-doers, beneficent beasts of prey, 

 Swarm over their lives enforcing benefits 

 That are calculated to soothe them out of their wits,  

And by teaching them how to sleep they sleep all day, 

 Destroy their sleeping at night the ancient way.’- The Road Side Stand 

“Listening to them, I see two 

distinct worlds — one of the family, caught in a web of poverty, burdened by the stigma 

of caste in which they are born; the other a vicious circle of the sahukars, the 

middlemen, the policemen, the keepers of law, the bureaucrats and the politicians. 

Together they have imposed the baggage on the child that he cannot put down”- Lost 

Spring 

The excerpts given above deals with the plight of the poor and deprived 

section of our society. 

Imagine a conversation between Robert Frost and Anees Jung. Create this 

exchange with reference to the two extracts given above. 

 

You may begin the conversation like this … 

Robert Frost: Your book Lost Spring; Stories of Stolen Childhood has succeeded in 

depicting the exploitation of the bangle makers by the various elements in the society. 

 

5 

VIII Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words. 1*5=5 

i.  

What could have made Geoff Green to launch the Students on Ice Programme 

instead of carting rich curiosity seekers to Antartica 

Imagine yourself to be Geoff Green and express the aim of Students on Ice Programme 

and the educational opportunities that the programme offers school children 

You may begin like this: 

The students on Ice was an eye opener for me. Initially I was  carting celebrities and 

retired, rich, curiosity-seekers to Anarctica…………………… 

 

          OR 

ii. There are moments in life when we have to make hard choices between our roles as 

private individuals and as citizens with a sense of national loyalty. After reading the 

story, ‘The Enemy’, you have decided to present a character analysis of Dr. Sadao Hoki 

and the General throwing light on their characters as private individuals with 

professional ethics and as citizens with a sense of national loyalty in 120-150 words. 

[Clue:Dr. sadao’s dilemma, how he caters to both his roles. The general’s dereliction 

of duty as he was preoccupied with his own ailments] 

5 

 

………………………………………… 



SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER (2022-23) 

ENGLISH – CORE (301)  

CLASS-XII 

Maximum Marks -80 

SECTION A  READING SKILLS 20 MARKS 

I  1x10= 10M 

i. D 

ii. D 

iii. D 

iv. A 

v. C 

vi. B 

vii. D 

viii. B 

ix. A 

x D 

II. 1x10= 10 Marks 

i. A 

ii. D 

iii. A 

iv. electric power and ground transport 

v. C 

vi. A 



vii. C 

viii. B 

ix. C 

x several nations across the world imposed lock down 

III SECTION B CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS 

1.A. Format-1M 

 Content-2M 

Language and Expression -2M 

Mention date, Time Venue of audition- who can participate 

Whom to contact 

Last date to register the names 

 

 B. Format-1M 

 Content-2M 

Language and Expression -2M 

Mention the posts- mode of application- last date- who can participate- whom to contact- date 

, venue ,time of interview 

 

2.A Format-1M 

 Content-2M 

Language and Expression -2M 

Formal Printed Invitation 

Mention the occasion, date , time , venue, Chief Guest 

 

B. Format-1M 

 Content-2M 

Language and Expression -2M 

Formal letter of acceptance  

Mention  the occasion, date , time , venue  acknowledge acceptance of invitation 

 

3. A Format-1M 

 Content-2M 

Language and Expression -2M 

Formal letter  

Biodata 

B. Format-1M 

 Content-2M 

Language and Expression -2M 

Formal letter  

Express concern over decreasing number of birds especially house sparrows- implications in 

the surroundings- causes- impacts on ecology- suggestions and solutions 

4. A. Format-1M 



 Content-2M 

Language and Expression -2M 

Title  

Name and Designation  

Raising the Issue- mentioning the untimely rains, flash floods, deluge, severe draughts, 

express concern about  signaling a bleak future to the planet- causes for climatic change- 

Impacts in the environment- suggestions and solutions. 

B. . Format-1M 

 Content-2M 

Language and Expression -2M 

Headline 

Name and Designation  

Place and Date 

 Exhibition titled ‘75 Golden Years of Independence’ under the banner of Azadi Ka Amrut 

Mahotsav 

 Mention What?- When? Where?- Who?- Why?- How? _ Impact on people present. 

SECTION C - LITERATURE 
IV. Read the given extracts to attempt the questions with reference to context. 1x 6=6M 

 1A  

    i ) c 

    ii) Let’s not speak in any language 

Let’s stop for one second and not move our arms so much. 

iii) d 

iv) d 

v) a 

vi), keeping quiet. 

1.B  

i. c 

ii. d 

iii. c 

iv. an embroidery panel 

v. c 

vi. c 

2. Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given.  1x4=4M 

 

2.A           

 

i)c 

ii) d 

iii) b 

iv) c 

2.B      

i) he wanted a refuge from reality/ insecurities, war and worries of the modern world. 

ii) D 

iii)B 

iv)A 

 

3. Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given. 1x6=6 

 

3.A 



i)D 

ii)acquaintance 

iii) D 

iv)C 

v) Someone called the group an international circus. They weren’t very good on the trapeze 

and their acquaintance with animals was only at the dinner table, 

vi) They started imitating the opening and closing scene of the plays presented by MRA 

 

 

3.B 

i)  D 

ii) Drawbacks 

iii) D 

iv) Supreme 

v) interviewer 

vi) to choke or suffocate somebody 

 

V. Answer ANY FIVE of the following in about 40-50 words each. 5X2=10 

i) The order from Berlin-All schools to teach only GermanThe people of Alsace denied the 

right to learn their mother tongue- Become patriotic-  

ii) parting words – See you soon Amma and smile  

iii) realization of handicap- determination to overcome- persistent practice 

iv) Its beauty never fades -its beauty will go on increasing when we recall it each time-and 

will give shade, good sleep and quiet breathing. 

v) Both are hospitable. Crofter shelters him out of his selfishness as he was in need of a 

company- Edla not selfish, respects and shows compassion to him 

vi)  Aunt Jennifer wanted to be proud , unafraid and chivalric like the tiger but was oppressed 

by the ordeals of her marriage. 

VI . Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 40-50 words each. 2x2= 4 

i) Sam’s new business was that of hay feed and grain. He was a psychiatrist earlier. 

ii) Maharaja’s minions driven by fear- the dewan getting an old tiger for the fear of 

losing his job and life- the hunter shooting the hundredth tiger without the King’s 

knowledge. 

iii) Bama studied well and stood first in her class- all became her friends. 

 

VII Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words. 1x5=5M 

 

i) ‘Lead as though you wish to be lead’ 

Respected Principal. Teachers and dear friends, 

We all know that today the whole nation is celebrating Gandhi Jayanthi. As a part of my 

English text I have gone through an excerpt from Louis Fischer’s biography of Gandhi which 

gave me a great insight into Gandhi’s role as a leader 

His politics was intertwined with the problems of day today life of the common Indians- 

released them from fear- filled them with confidence that they have rights and defenders-

worked for the educational and social upliftment of people- gave them health facilities- made 

them self-reliant and independent. 

 

ii)The exploitation of the poor people by the people in power termed as greedy good doers 

and beneficent beast of prey who swarm over the lives of the poor pretending to give them 

benefits but actually fulfilling their own needs and desires. The poor remain poor – this 



happens from the ancient time onwards 

 The bangle makers torn between the vicious circle  and the stigma of their caste- neither dare 

to move out of their God given lineage- nor organize themselves into a co-operative. 

 

VIII Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words. 1x5=5M 

 

                 

i)The students on Ice was an eye opener for me. Initially I was carting celebrities and retired, 

rich, curiosity-seekers to Anarctica- gave back in a limited way- to Students, he offers the 

future generation of policy-makers a life-changing experience at an age when they’re ready to 

absorb, learn, and most importantly, act- They will visibly be moved by seeing the role of 

Antarctica in the study of past present and future- the impact of global warming which is real- 

climate change – calving ice retreating glaciers-  

 

 

 



SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER (2022-23) 

ENGLISH – CORE (301) 
CLASS-XII 

Time allowed: 3 Hrs. Maximum Marks: 80 

 Section A: READING SKILLS (20 marks) Marks 

I Read the poem given below. 10 

 Moon for Aisha - for Kamilah Aisha Moon, with a line after Cornelius Eady’s ''Gratitude'' 

- By Aracelis Girmay 

Dear Aisha, 

I mean to be writing you 

a birthday letter, though it’s not 

September, the winter already 

nearing, the bareness 

of trees, their weightlessness, 

their gestures — 

grace or grief. The windows 

of buildings all shining early, lit with light, 

& I am only ten & riding 

all of my horses home, 

still sisterless, wanting sisters. 

You do not know me yet. 

In fact, we are years away 

from that life. But I am thankful 

for some inexplicable thing, 

let’s call it “freedom,” or “night,” the terror 

& glee of being outside late, after dark, 

my mother’s voice shouting 

for me beneath stars 

which, I learned in school, 

are suddenly not so different 

from the small salt of fathers, & gratitude 

for that, & for the red house of 

your mother’s blood, 

& then, you, all nearly grown, 

all long-legged laughter, 

already knowing all the songs 

& all the dances, 

not my friend, yet, 

but, somehow — Out There. 

In one version of our lives, 

it is November. 

Through a window I see 

one of our elders is 

a black eye of a woman, is 

a thinker, & magnificent. At a desk, 

she builds her house with her hands, 

with paper, wood & clay, the years of light 

& the years of dark. She sees oblivion 

& turns, crowns her head, 

 



 instead, with flowers, 

the upper & the lower worlds. 

Lightning streaks the black mind 

of her hair, she leaves 

it there, then cleans the house 

with laughter, dances broadly 

in each room, a pirouette, 

a wop. Out of doors, she dares to wear 

the house key from a silver hoop recalling 

the moon, the gleaming syllable: of 

a planet dark with fires & time. 

She is glorious, isn’t she? 

It is always her birthday. 

She has always lived 

to tell a part 

of the story of the world, 

what happened here. 

If not a moon, what can 

we bring this woman who 

walks ahead? For whom 

you were named, 

& whose name has been 

added to by you 

whose language crowns 

the dark field of what has 

been hushed, of what is 

beautiful & black, & blue. 

 

 Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the questions given below. 1x10 

i The season indicated in the first stanza of the poem is…. 

A.  Summer 
B.  Autumn 
C.  Spring 
D.  Monsoon 

1 

ii Comment on the poet’s reference to the seasons 1 

iii The poem is in the form of a … 
A.  Letter 

B.  Speech 

C.  Song 
D.  Movie 

1 

iv Select the option that conveys the opposite of ‘oblivion’ 

A.  Awareness 

B.  Abeyance 

C.  Lethe 
D.  Strange 

1 



v What does the poet mean by it “is always her birthday” 

A. Because she is glorious 

B. Because it is September 
C. She is grumpy and surly 

D. She doesn’t smile 

1 

vi ’The poem is a celebration of friendship’ . Comment 1 

vii Bring out the comparison between the moon and Kamilah Aisha Moon 1 

viii infer the meaning of ‘pirouette’ from the context 
A.  An act of spinning 
B.  Stagnation 

C.  Deviation 
D.  An act of cleaning 

1 

ix Bring out the element of ‘freedom’ mentioned in the poem 1 

x Complete the following statement : - The poem is addressed to……………. 1 

II Read the passage given below. 10 

 Gender-based violence (GBV) or violence against women and girls is regarded as a 

global pandemic that affects one in every three women across their lifetime. An 

estimated 736 million women become victims of intimate partner violence (IPV), or non- 

partner sexual violence, or both, at least once in their life. The international community 

has long acknowledged the severity of the problem. In 1995, the Beijing Declaration and 

Platform for Action called for the elimination of violence against women. A decade later, 

in 2015, the UN adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which included 

a global target to eliminate “all forms of violence against women and girls in public and 

private spheres.” In 2016, the World Health Assembly Resolution 69.5 called for a 

global plan of action to strengthen the role of the health system within a national multi 

sectoral response to address interpersonal violence, particularly against women and 

young girls. Despite all these mandates, however, 49 countries have yet to adopt a formal 

policy on domestic violence. 

In India, domestic violence has been found to impact early childhood growth and 

nutrition through biological and behavioural pathways. Another analysis of 2012-13 data 

from Pakistan showed a significant increase in underweight, stunting, and wasting 

among children of women subjected to domestic violence. 

Figure1 1 
 

 

 

  

 

 



 The Cascading Impacts of COVID-19 

The prolonged COVID-19 pandemic has cost 5 million lives and infected more than 300 
million across the globe. It has caused a massive economic fallout, with countries still 

reeling from the lockdowns and halt in economic activity. The humanitarian impacts of 
the pandemic have also been huge. It caused what experts call a “shadow pandemic”— 
that of increased exposure to abuse and violence during the successive lockdowns and 

disruptions to vital support services. Economic instability, threatened livelihoods, 
increased levels of stress due to the double burden of care and household duties, have 

further intensified the risks. In the past two years, pandemic-induced lockdowns and their 
social and economic consequences have increased the exposure of women to abusive 
partners and other known risk factors while limiting their access to services. 

 

 Figure 2: Trend Analysis of GBV complaints registered by NCW (2019-2021)  

 

 

 

 Studies have also found that ownership of assets and agency significantly reduce 
women’s vulnerability to sexual and physical violence, although not of the verbal kind.  
Evidence shows that cash-transfer programs can reduce domestic violence by improving 

economic security and emotional well-being, and can nurture empowerment. A 
Bangladesh study indicates cash transfers, along with changes in communicating proper  

nutrition behaviour can significantly lessen domestic violence. 
Empowerment can only be brought about by a holistic awareness-raising. Low education 

in India places women at unequal power positions in intimate relationships. Gender 

equality can be promoted by enhancing continued access to secondary education, digital 

tools and designing women-centric legal reforms. A critical balance of education, health, 

employability and decision-making power will be key in giving women in India a more 

secure life. 

 

 Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below. 10 

i Figure 1 shows …….. 

A.  How domestic violence impacts early childhood growth 
B.  Children do not attend school 
C.  Domestic violence has no impact on children’s health 
D.  Both B and C are incorrect 

1 



ii Select the option that displays the most likely reason for domestic violence 

A.  Lack of stable income 

B.  education 

C.  An imbalance of education, health, employability 
D.  Both A and B 

1 

iii What do you mean by ‘shadow pandemic’? 1 

Iv Figure 3 shows a visible increase in some common forms of gender-based violence legally 

recognised in India, between 2019 and 2021. It includes 

A.  Domestic violence, dowry harassment; and violations of right to live with dignity. 

B.  Cyber crimes against women, stalking and sexual harassment 
C.  Threatening and blackmailing 
D.  Sexual harassment at workplace 

1 

v Select the option that most displays the effect of COVID-19 lockdown on women 
A.  Increased exposure to abuse and violence. 

B.  Disruptions to vital support services. 
C.  Economic instability, threatened livelihoods and increased levels of stress 

D.  Social distancing 

1 

vi Complete the given sentence by selecting the most appropriate option. 

Cash transfers, along with changes in communicating proper nutrition behaviour can … 

A. become victims of intimate partner violence (IPV) 

B. lessen the effect of domestic violence. 

C. cause a massive economic fallout 
D. create social issues 

1 

vii Low education in India places women at unequal power positions in intimate relationships. 
Give one solution to meet the vulnerable position of women 

1 

viii The international community has long acknowledged the severity of the problem. 

Cite one example to prove this point. 

1 

ix Empowerment can only be brought about by a holistic awareness-raising. Find the 

antonym of ‘holistic’ 
A.  comprehensive 

B.  integrated 
C.  universal 
D.  atomistic 

1 

x Based on the reading of the text, state a point to highlight the gravity of the given 
statement. 
‘Despite all these mandates, however, 49 countries have yet to adopt a formal policy on 

domestic violence.’ 

1 

III SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS 20 

All the names and addresses used in the questions are fictitious. Resemblance, if any, is purely 
coincidental. 

1. Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below. 5 

A You are Athira Sebastian ,the Secretary, Residents’ Association, Sky Towers, Calicut..  

The Association is organising a drive for sheltering the stray dogs of the locality.  Draft a 
notice in about 50 words, for the notice board, addressing residents , informing them 
about this drive and urging them to donate money and to be part of the endeavour. 

 



 OR  

B As the President Library Club, N. K Public School, Kochi, draft a notice in not more than 

50 words for the school notice board, informing students regarding the upcoming 
Recitation competition. Invent necessary details. 

 

2. Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below. 5 

A You are Ms. Hemalatha K. M, an eminent scientist and author. You have received an 

invitation from K.V Public School, Kannur,to inaugurate the Science Club, and to deliver 
a keynote address on ‘Scientific Temper and Students’ on 24 November, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

Respond to accept the invitation in about 50 words. 

 

 OR  

B Draft an invitation in about 50 words, on behalf of your grandmother, Teresa in 
which she has to invite her childhood friends and classmates to celebrate her eightieth 
birthday . 

 

3. Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below. 5 

A You are Anandita, a student of class XII in Horizon Public School, Payyannur. You are 

concerned about the alarming rates of crimes across the country. You feel it as an 
aftermath of Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown. 
Write a letter to the editor of a national daily in about 120-150 words, sharing your views 
on the effect of compose this letter. 

 

 OR  

B You are Ansaf P.M, working as an art director in Malayalam movies. Recently you came 
across a ‘Situation Vacant' column in ‘The Hindu’ about the post of interior designer for 
a reputed construction firm. Write a letter to the H R Manager along with your bio-data, 

expressing your interest in the situation vacant. 

 

4. Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given 
below. 

5 

A Write an article to be published in your school magazine on the importance of including 
sign language in syllabus across the country. You are Vineet Khan, Class XII A, Citizen 

Global school, Malappuram. 

 

 OR  

B Stray dogs were beaten to death in your locality. 

You were asked to cover this event as the junior correspondent of a local daily. Write a 
report covering this event in about 120-150 words. 

 

 SECTION C - LITERATURE  

IV Read the given extracts to attempt the questions with reference to context.  

1 Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given. 1*6=6 

1.A Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool 
Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 
The massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand. 

 



i. What is the tone of the poet in the above lines? 

(i) aggressive 

(ii) tolerant 

(iii) sarcastic 

(iv) resigned 

(v) sentimental 
Choose the most appropriate option. 

A. Only (i) 
B. (ii) and (iii) 

C. (i), (iv) and (v) 
D. Only (iv) 

1 

ii. What do you mean by ‘the massive weight of uncle’s wedding band’? 1 

iii. What does the extract tells about the leisure time of the Aunt? 

A. She enjoyed her time productively 

B. She was scared to spend her ‘own time’ 

C. She never found time for herself 

D. All of the above 
 

1 

v. On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to (1) and (2) 
given below. 

1. Aunt Jennifer is tired and weak. 

2. Still she tries to find time for herself 

A. (1) is true but (2) is false. 

B. (2) is true but (1) is false. 

C. (2) is the reason for (1). 
D. Both (1) and (2) can be inferred from the extract. 

 

1 

vi. Fill the blank with an appropriate word, 
Aunt Jennifer’s hand ………through her wool 

1 

 OR  

1.B For once on the face of the Earth 

let’s not speak in any language, 

let’s stop for one second, 

and not move our arms so much. 

It would be an exotic moment without rush, 

without engines 

we would all be together 

in a sudden strangeness. (Keeping Quiet) 

 

i. The tone of the extract is…. 

A.  Urging 

B.  Commanding 

C.  Preaching 
D.  imposing 

1 

ii. Name the poetic device used in the fourth line 

A. Oxymoron 

B. Transferred epithet 

C. Pun 
D. Per 

1 



     iii.   The benefits of practicing keeping quiet for humans include ___________  

(i) Peace of mind 

(ii) Brotherhood and harmony 

(iii) Clamour 

(iv) tranquility 
Choose the most appropriate option. 

A. Only (v) 

B. (i), (ii) and (iii) 

C. (i), (ii) and (iv) 
D. (ii) and (iv) 

       1 

iv. Answer in ONE word. 
When the poet says that ‘let’s not speak in any language ‘ he means……………. 

1 

v. On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements 

given below. 
1. The poet talks about the need of silence and quiet introspection 

2. Practicing this, would create a feeling of mutual understanding 

among human beings. 

A. (1) can be inferred from the extract but (2) cannot. 

B. (2) can be inferred from the extract but (1) cannot. 

C. Both (1) and (2) can be inferred from the extract. 
D. (2) is the reason for (1) and can be inferred from the extract. 

1 

vi. Find the synonym for the ‘exotic’ 

A.  Alluring 

B.  Native 
C.  Mundane 
D.  Regular 

1 

2 Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given. 1*4=4 

2.A She crouched close to the sleeping face of the young American. It was a piteously thin 
face, she thought, and the lips were twisted. The man was suffering whether he knew it or 

not. Watching him, she wondered if the stories they heard sometimes of the sufferings of 
prisoners were true. They came like flickers of rumour, told by word of mouth and always 
contradicted. In the newspapers the reports were always that wherever the Japanese 

armies went the people received them gladly, with cries of joy at their liberation. But 
sometimes she remembered such men as General Takima, who at home beat his wife 

cruelly, though no one mentioned it now that he had fought so victorious a battle in 
Manchuria. If a man like that could be so cruel to a woman in his power, would he not be 
cruel to one like this for instance? 

(On the Face of It) 

 

i. The extract highlights ………. 
A.  The untold realities of war crimes 

B.  Meaninglessness of war 

C.  Sympathy of Japanese army 
D.  Tales of victory 

1 

ii. Select the option that best describes General Takima 

A. A great leader with a vision 

B. Abusive and cruel 

C. Compassionate 
D. Responsible and vigilant 

 
1 



iii. Which of the following best describes Hana’s attitude towards the POW ? 

A. Empathetic but disdained him 

B. She hated that person 

C. She was not ready to support her husband 
D. She welcomed him as a guest 

1 

iv. Describe the face of the POW 1 

 OR  

2.B Everybody I know wants to escape, but they don’t wander down into any third level at 

Grand Central Station. 

But that’s the reason, he said, and my friends all agreed. Everything points to it, they 

claimed. My stamp collecting, for example; that’s a ‘temporary refuge from reality.’ Well, 

maybe, but my grandfather didn’t need any refuge from reality; things were pretty nice 

and peaceful in his day, from all I hear, and he started my collection. It’s a nice collection 

too, blocks of four of practically every U.S. issue, first-day covers, and so on. President 

Roosevelt collected stamps too, you know. 

 

i. What do you mean by ‘temporary refuge from reality’? 1 

ii. ‘But my grandfather didn’t need any refuge from reality’ 

What does this statement mean ? 

A.  His grandfather lived in an era of peace and serenity 

B.  Stamp collection has no connection with the stressful lifestyle 

C.  Both A and B are correct 

D.  B is correct and A is incorrect 

1 

iii. ‘But that’s the reason’, he said. Who said this to whom? 1 

iv. ‘President Roosevelt collected stamps too, you know.’ How can you justify this statement 1 

3 Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given. 1*6=6 

3.A What about the injustice to the sharecroppers, Gandhi demanded. The lawyers withdrew to 

consult. Rajendra Prasad has recorded the upshot of their consultations — “They thought, 

amongst themselves, that Gandhi was totally a stranger, and yet he was prepared to go to  

prison for the sake of the peasants; if they, on the other hand, being not only residents of 

the adjoining districts but also those who claimed to have served these peasants, should go 

home, it would be shameful desertion.” They accordingly went back to Gandhi and told him 

they were ready to follow him into jail. ‘‘The battle of Champaran is won,’’ he exclaimed. 

 

i. Why did the lawyers withdraw to consult 

A.  To discuss about the shameful desertion 

B.  To fight against the injustice 
C.  They were not interested to interfere 
D.  They were scared 

1 

ii. Select the suitable synonym of the word ‘betrayal’ from the extract 1 

iii. Select the correct option to fill in the blank. “The battle of Champaran is won” ..because 

A. The lawyers were ready to go to jail with Gandhiji 

B. The lawyers were residents of nearby districts 

C. They served the peasants 

D. The peasants were ready to protest 

1 



iv. Why did Gandhiji chide the lawyers ? 1 

v. Identify the textual clue that allows the reader to infer that Gandhiji will solve the issue 
of the peasants 

1 

vi. ‘what about the injustice to the sharecroppers’, Gandhi demanded. Did Gandhiji meet his 

demand? 
1 

 OR  

3.B Perhaps there were also people, exotic, interesting people of whom he never spoke — it was 

possible, though he was quiet and didn’t make new friends easily. She longed to know them. 

She wished she could be admitted more deeply into her brother’s affections and that 

someday he might take her with him. Though their father forbade it and Geoff had never  

expressed an opinion, she knew he thought her too young. And she was impatient. She was 

conscious of a vast world out there waiting for her and she knew instinctively that she would 

feel as at home there as in the city which had always been her home. It expectantly awaited 

her arrival. 

 

i. What do you infer about Sophie’s character from the extract 

A.  She is diligent and studious 
B.  Sophie loves freedom and wants to explore the world 

C.  She dreams a luxurious lifestyle 
D.  Both B and C are correct 

1 

ii. ‘Geoff had never expressed an opinion’ . What was Geoff’s opinion about Sophie ? 
A.  He thought she was too young and naive 

B.  She was conscious of a vast world 

C.  he was quiet and didn’t make new friends easily 

D.  Her father was very rude 

1 

iii. On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements 

given below. 

1. Sophie is a daydreamer, who is always lost in her dreams of becoming rich and 
sophisticated. 
2. Sophie hero worshipped Danny Casey 

A.  1 is the correct explanation of two 

B.  Both 1 and 2 are correct but 1 is not the correct explanation of 2 
C.  Both A and B are incorrect 
D.  1 and 2 are incorrect 

1 

iv. “ It expectantly awaited her arrival.” What made Sophie think so? 

A.  She was quite bored with her ordinary existence 

B.  She was ready to work for her ambition 

C.  The city waited for Sophie 

D.  She was ready to work as a sales assistant 

1 

v. Replace the underlined word with its synonym:- It expectantly awaited her arrival. 1 

vi. Complete the following statement: - The theme of the short story ‘Going Places’ is… 1 



V Answer ANY FIVE of the following in about 40-50 words each. 5*2=10 

i. How did M. Hamel reflect on the human habit of learning especially people of Alsace? 2 

ii. What do you mean by ‘old familiar ache, my childhood’s fear’ ? 2 

iii. Why could the bangle makers not organise themselves into a cooperative? (Lost Spring) 2 

iv. How does money provide ‘the requisite lift of spirit’? ( The Roadside Stand) 2 

v. Why did the peddler sign himself as Captain Von Stahle? ( The Rattrap) 2 

vi. How does Keats define a thing of beauty? 2 

VI Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 40-50 words each. 2*2=4 

i. "Take care of the small things and the big things will take care of themselves" What is 

the relevance of this statement in the content of the Antarctica environment? 

2 

ii. What did the chief astrologer say about when the Maharaja showed him the dead tiger 
and asked him what he had to say then? 

2 

iii. How do we know that Dr. Sadao was conscientious as well as loyal? (The Enemy) 2 

VII Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words. 1*5=5 

i. Why do celebrities find fault with being interviewed 5 

OR 

ii. Explain the statement ‘Subbu is tailor-made for films.’ ( Poets and Pancakes)  
5 

VIII Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words. 5 

i. Derry sneaked into Mr. Lamb’s garden and it became a turning point in his life. 

Comment. 

 

 OR  

ii. Untouchability is not only a crime, it is inhuman too. Why and how did Bama decide to 
fight against it?( Memories of Childhood) 

5 

 



 

 

              MARKING SCHEME 
SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER (2022-23) 

ENGLISH – CORE (301) - CLASS-XII 

 

Section A: READING SKILLS (20 marks) 

Note: 

(i) 15-minute prior reading time allotted for Q paper reading. 

(ii) The Reading Section focuses on testing a candidate’s ability to comprehend.  
(iii) Marks to be awarded only if the response reveals structure or semblance of coherent thought 

rather than a transcribed chunk/exact line/s from the passage in an attempt to pass off as a response. 

I. Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the questions given below. 

i. B                                                                                                         ( 1 mark) 

ii. Autumn and winter are the seasons mentioned in the poem (1 mark) 

iii. A                                                                                                          (1 mark)  

iv. A                                                                                                          (1 mark)  

v. A                                                                                                          (1 mark) 

vi. This poem celebrates a deep friendship imagining a past when two friends lived separately, 
but somehow sensing each other’s presence.                             (1 mark) 

vii. Like mooon Kamilah always walked ahead. She is beautiful ,black and blue.         (1 mark) 

viii. A                                                                                                           (1 mark) 

ix. The poet links freedom with night. Going out whenever you want is the highest form of 

freedom                                                                                               (1 mark) 

x. Kamila Aisha Moon                                                                            (1 mark) 

 

II.  i. A             (1 mark) 

ii. C            (1 mark) 

iii. The shadow pandemic refers to the  increased exposure to abuse and violence during the 

successive lockdowns and disruptions to vital support services.  (1 mark) 

iv. A              (1 mark) 

v. C              (1 mark) 

vi. B            (1 mark) 

              vii. Education,stable income and employability  (1 mark) 

              viii. many global agencies and organizations are formed to tackle the severity of the problem (1 mark) 

              ix. D     (1 mark) 

xi. Domestic violence is a severe social issue and it must be addressed at the grassroot level. 

Governments are to take initiatives to frame a proper policy . (1 mark) 

III. SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS 

1. Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below 

A.  Format – 1 Content -2 Organisation of ideas -1 Accuracy 1     Total- 5 

OR 

B .Format – 1 Content -2 Organisation of ideas -1 Accuracy 1    Total- 5 

 



 

 

2. INVITATION 

Format – 1 Content -2 Organisation of ideas -1 Accuracy 1   Total- 5 

2 A. Features: 

Letter type -Formal reply 

● Acknowledge the invitation express gratefulness 
● Express thanks in third person (if someone else is replying for the invited / first person – if the 

invited is replying themselves) 

● Mention acceptance or regret (give reason) 

● Use formal and polite language 

Layout usually pertains to the format of a formal letter. 
 

2 B. Features: 
Card type-formal invite 

● a single sentence presentation in third person / end line punctuations skipped 
● Use the simple present tense 

● answer the questions who, whom, when, where, what time and for what 

  3. LETTER 

3 . A.  Format – 1 Content -2          Organisation of ideas -1       Accuracy 1                   Total- 5 

3 B 

Value Points 

Content 

● Covering Letter 

● Reference to the advertisement 

● Submission of application 
Bio data as separate enclosure 

● Profile of self 
● Educational Qualifications (include advertised requirements) 

● Work experience/s (if relevant)- include as it is a senior post 

● References 
Any other relevant information 

 4. ARTICLE / REPORT 

Format – 1 Content -2 Organisation of ideas -1 Accuracy 1  Total- 5 

Article: Assessment Parameters 

Format 

● Title & By line 

Organisation & Content 



 

 

 

OR 

Report: Assessment Parameters 

Format 1 mark  

● Headline & By line 

● Reporting place and date 

● Paragraphing organisation (Introductory paragraph + one or two body paragraphs including event 
details + concluding paragraph inclusive of witness accounts) 

Organisation & Content 

IV. Read the extract given extracts to attempt the questions with reference to context 

1 A.  

 i. D. Only iv 

ii. massive weight of Uncle's wedding band' suggests that she was overburdened with duties and 
responsibilities, after her marriage. 
iii.B 

v. D 

vi.fluttering  
OR 
1 B 

i. A 

ii.pun 

iii.B 

iv.silence 

v.D 

vi.A 

2. Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given. (4) 
A.  

i. A.   
ii.B 

iii.A 

iv. His body was bruised and wounded . His face was  tortured and He was 

unconscious . 

 
2.B 

i. All People indulge in some sort of imagination to escape the stark harsh realities. People tend to create 
imaginative ways to escape from reality. 

ii. A 

iii. Chare ley’s psychiatrist friend Sam told this to Charley 

iv. Stamp collection is not related to stressful life or Presdient Roosevelt too was stressed.  
3. Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given 

3 A. 
i.    A- 1 mark  

ii.  desertion- 1 mark 

iii. A- 1 mark 

iv. Gandhiji chided the lawyers for collecting big fees from the sharecroppers to fight their case in law 
courts- 1 mark 

v. Gandhiji exclaimed that ‘ the battle of Champaran is won’- 1 mark 

vi . Yes . Gandhiji solved the Champaran share cropper’s issue and the land was gradually reverted to the 
peasants- 1 mark 



 

 

OR 

 3.B 

i.  D- 1 mark 

ii. A- 1 mark 

iii. B- 1 mark 

iv. A- 1 mark 

v. advent, appearance, entry, approach ( any synonym of the word  ‘arrival’- 1 mark 

vi. The story, 'Going Places', describes the aspirations and dreams of the youth and the pain of unfilled promises 

and shattered dreams- 1 mark 

V Answer ANY FIVE of the following in about 40-50 words each. 5*2=10 

i. M.Hamel in utter grief described people of Alsace to be in great trouble as they put off learning till 

tomorrow, for earning a little more money parents send their children to the behaviour of the 

invaders over Alsace’s people for not able to describe their own language.( 2 marks . Partial credit for I 

completed or inaccurate answer) 
ii. As a child, the poet had the fear of losing her mother. She calls it an old familiar ache because now, after 

several years, she feels the same way. She recollects the childhood fear of getting separated from her 

mother. ( 2 marks . Partial credit for I completed or inaccurate answer) 

iii. The bangle makers could not organise themselves into a cooperative because they were trapped in the 

vicious circle of sahukars, middlemen, policemen, up bureaucrats and politicians. If they tried to organise 

themselves, they would be beaten by up the police and put in jail. 

iv. The life of the rural people is very miserable because they are in paucity of money. It is only the money that can 

lift their living standard, but which is not available there. This is why the spirit of the rural people remains depressed.  

v. The peddler owed his transformation to the kind treatment meted out to him by Edla. In spite of 

knowing the truth about him, she had honoured and treated him like a captain. She had awakened the 

latent goodness in his heart. He wanted to repay Edla for her kindness. His signing himself as Captain von 

Stahle shows that he wanted to retain the dignity and respect accorded to him. ( 2 marks. Partial credit for 

incomplete and grammatically incorrect answer) 

vi. Keats says that a thing of beauty is eternal and is forever. It does not fade with time, and our love for it 

enhances with time. He says that thing of beauty acts like a soothing, relaxing shade of trees that helps us 

sleep peacefully and enjoy good health. (2 Marks. Partial credit for incomplete and grammatically incorrect 

answer) 

VI Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 40-50 words each. 2*2=4 

i.The author has explained it with the example of phytoplankton,  the underlying meaning is that every 

person can contribute in their own little ways to protect the environment and society. If we take small 

initiatives like switching off the light when not needed, not using plastic bags, keeping a check on pollution by 

emitting less carbon dioxide, saving water etc., then the average global temperature will decrease (2marks. 

Partial credit for incomplete and grammatically incorrect answer) 

ii.When the Maharaja showed him the dead tiger and asked him what he had to say then, the chief 

astrologer said that the Maharaja might kill ninety-nine tigers but he had to be very careful with the 

hundredth tiger. He tried to suggest that this tiger would prove deadly.(2marks.Partial credit for incomplete 

and grammatically incorrect answer) 

iii. Dr Sadao was a patriotic Japanese as well as a dedicated surgeAs a surgeon, his duty was to save the life of 

a man irrespective of caste, colour or creed. When Dr Sadao saw the white man, he realised that the man 



 

 

would die if he was not immediately operated upon. So he took the man to his house and treated him and 

saved his life. That was his duty as a dedicated surgeon. Dr Sadao was a loyal citizen of Japan and was a true 

patriot. So when he went to the General, he told him everything and sought his help. Dr Sadao had no pity 

for the white man and considered him his enemy.(2 marks) 

VII Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words. 1*5=5 

Syllabus document--Questions can be based on incident / theme / passage / extract / event as reference points to 

assess extrapolation beyond and across the text. The question will elicit analytical and evaluative response from 

student. 

Content 2 Expression 2 Accuracy 1 

Value points:  an 'unnecessary invasion' into their personal lives.   -tarnishes their image and victimizes them-

diminishes the image of a person—According to VS Naipaul—lose themselves during the process —are a 

cowardly, immoral and criminal activity. The unauthorized and undue intrusion—despised and hated by many 

celebrities.  (Reduce marks for incomplete,irrelevant,grammatically incorrect answer)   

OR 

value points :  Subhu —ingenious man—loyalty made him stand out—-tailor-made for films, and it was hard to 

imagine film-making without hiim—very friendly and well known for his hospitality—also did poetry—working 

for the story department—people called him the opposite of a legal practitioner—logical and neutral man in a 

room full of dreamers 

 VIII. Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words 

 i. Derry- inferiority complex- introvert- mr.Lamb-positivity- sunny side- converses- changes perception - opens 

up - insecurities and shame - Lamb consoles and motivates- changes himself. 

OR 

ii.  Bama got to see many things relating to untouchability—an elder of their street had to act in a 

humiliating manner —-just because he belonged to the Dalit community. 
She asked her Brother, advised her to study hard She took her brother's words and studied really hard—

Sone of the brightest students . Many of the other kids even from really good profile started being friends 
with her. 

 
 


